
CABINET

Decision Notices and Minutes of a meeting of the Cabinet held on Monday, 10 November, 2008 at 5.00 p.m. at the Civic Offices, Telford 

PUBLISHED ON FRIDAY, 14 NOVEMBER, 2008 

(DEADLINE FOR CALL-IN WEDNESDAY, 19 NOVEMBER, 2008) 

PRESENT:
Councillors A.J. Eade (Chairman), S. Bentley, S.P. Burrell, E.J. Carter, M.B. Hosken and A. Lawrence 
ALSO PRESENT:
Councillor R.G. Chaplin (Cabinet Assistant: Adult & Consumer Care)

Councillors R.K. Austin, G.M. Green, W.L. Tomlinson and V. Tonks (Opposition Group Leaders)
The Chairman welcomed Councillor M.B. Hosken to his first meeting since his appointment to the Cabinet.

CB-83

MINUTES

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on 27 October, 2008 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman.

CB-84

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillor J.M. Seymour
CB-85

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
CB-86
CAMPUS TELFORD & WREKIN: ADDITIONAL POST 16 PROVISION
Key Decision identified as Post 16 Provision for Campus Telford & Wrekin in the Forward Plan published on 16 October 2008.
Councillor S.P. Burrell, Cabinet Member for Children & Young People, presented the report of the Head of Learning & Achievement, which sought approval to publish proposals in relation to the development of additional Post 16 facilities in the Borough. 
Further to the report to Cabinet on 28 July 2008, an extensive consultation process had taken place on the proposals to develop post 16 facilities at the Burton Borough School site, the South Telford Skills Centre based at the Lord Silkin school site, the Wrockwardine Wood Arts College site in Priorslee, and the Madeley Academy. Members of the public and key stakeholders were able to complete questionnaires contained in printed booklets or on-line, and to attend one of ten public meetings held across the Borough. 1000 booklets were distributed and 332 people attended meetings. There was overwhelming support for the proposals, although representatives of existing Colleges expressed some concerns about the potential impact on their institutions. Parents welcomed the forward planning to further the Government’s ambition to include all 17 year olds in ‘learning’ by 2013. Other specific comments were detailed in the report. 

The details of the provision that would be offered at each of the new centres would be determined by the 14-19 Strategic Partnership Board, which had representation from a range of partners including schools and colleges. There would need to be a range of curriculum opportunities which were suitable for the full ability range, along with the necessity to provide progression for 14 to 19 year olds, particularly in terms of vocational opportunities. The expectation was that a more appropriate curriculum and improved facilities would inspire more young people to stay in learning delivered locally.

During discussion of the report, Members welcomed the proposals for post 16 provision in different parts of the Borough. A comment was raised about the possibility of some students having to transfer between sites (depending on each site’s specialisms), and that it would be helpful to have the transport infrastructure in place to facilitate this. In response, the Cabinet Member recognised the importance of providing access to all sites and subjects. He added that the issue of provision of transport for children and young people had been looked at by Scrutiny members, and that he was currently co-ordinating a unified response across Cabinet portfolios to the Scrutiny recommendations.  
RESOLVED – that the Corporate Director: Children & Young People be authorised to publish the required statutory notices in respect of proposals to establish Post 16 provision at Burton Borough School, Wrockwardine Wood Arts College, South Telford Skills Centre and Madeley Academy.
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CLEAN NEIGHBOURHOODS AND ENVIRONMENT ACT 2005 – NEW AND REVISED POWERS IN RELATION TO ABANDONED SHOPPING AND LUGGAGE TROLLEYS
Key Decision identified as Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 – New and Revised Powers in Relation to Abandoned Shopping and Luggage Trolleys in the Forward Plan published on 16 October 2008.
Councillor M.B. Hosken, Cabinet Member for Environment, presented the report of the Corporate Director: Environment & Regeneration that outlined proposals to adopt powers that would allow the Council to remove, store and dispose of abandoned shopping and luggage trolleys. 
The abandonment of trolleys was a persistent and growing problem across the Borough, with it not being unusual for upwards of 30 trolleys a week to be found abandoned. Much officer and contractor time was expended on retrieving trolleys and contacting the owners to ask for their removal. By adopting Schedule 4 of the Environmental Protection Act (as amended by the Clean Neighbourhood and Environment Act 2005), the Council would be able to make a charge for the removal, storage and disposal of trolleys, whether the owner of the trolley claimed it back or not. A table of the proposed charges was included in the report.

Consultation on the proposals had been conducted with local businesses, the public and other interested parties, as required by the Act.  Details of the consultees, and the responses received were appended to the report. Businesses were generally in favour of the powers, although they wished to have a chance to collect the trolley before removal. Most other consultees were wholly in support of the new powers. In most cases, the trolley owner would be given 24 hours after notification to remove them, although trolleys in certain areas would be removed immediately. Once a trolley had been seized/removed by the Council, charges would be levied on the owner for the removal, storage and possible disposal. 
In order to continue to take a proactive approach to enforcement and prosecution, it was recommended that delegations of authority be extended to a number of officers (as named in the report) to implement the new powers. 
Members welcomed the proposals, and urged that abandoned trolleys were removed as soon as possible after being reported. It was also suggested that there should be plenty of publicity to inform residents of the process for reporting an abandoned trolley. 
 RESOLVED – 
(a)
that Schedule 4 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 (as amended) be applied to the area of the  Borough of Telford & Wrekin, to come into force on a date within the next three months;

(b)
that the recommended charges, as set out in Table 1 and 1A in the report, be approved;
(c)
that the authority to enforce the powers requiring trolley owners to remove their trolleys, to take the appropriate enforcement actions if they fail to do so, and to seek the proposed charges for doing so,  be adopted;

(d)
that  authority be delegated to the officers set out in paragraph 5.24 of the report in relation to the offences and functions associated with the legislation.
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REVIEW OF THE KEY STRATEGIC RISK REGISTER – SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2008
Non Key Decision 
Councillor A. Lawrence, Cabinet Member: Resources, presented the report of the Corporate Director:  Resources, which sought Cabinet’s agreement to the revised Key Strategic Risk Register following a review in September/October 2008. 
The Strategic Risk Register was reviewed on a regular basis in order to reflect the constant changes affecting the Council, its risks and the effectiveness of the controls implemented to manage such risks.  This review had incorporated the current assessment of the economic climate and instability in the financial markets. The proposed amendments to the Register were set out in Appendix A to the report, and included increases in scores of some key risks to reflect current financial uncertainty and instability. In response to Members’ comments, the Chief Executive advised that the current vagaries of the financial markets were difficult to predict, but that the situation in terms of its impact on the Council would be carefully monitored. 
RESOLVED –
(a) that the changes to key risks, as shown at paragraph 5 and Appendix 1 of the report, be approved.

(b)
that the reporting of these revisions to key strategic risks to the Audit Committee for information be noted.
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FREE SWIMMING INITIATIVE
Non-Key Decision 
Councillor S. Bentley, Cabinet Member for Community Services, presented the report of the Corporate Director: Community Services, that provided information on an opportunity to provide free swimming for young people aged 16 and under, alongside continued provision of its existing offer for concessionary groups, including the over 60s.

The Government had recently announced revenue grant funding over two years to encourage local authorities to offer free swimming to the over 60s and those aged 16 and under. In order to comply with timescales, and following consultation with the Council Leader and Cabinet Member for Community Services, an ‘in principle’ agreement to participate had been submitted to the Department for Culture Media Sport. Participating authorities who signed up to the scheme would also be eligible to bid for a share of £50million of capital funding to modernise pool provision.

The level of grant funding exceeded the projected loss in revenue associated with delivering the core offer. The opportunity therefore existed for the Council to use the balance of its funding to extend its free swimming provision to other groups, thereby contributing to meeting existing health related priorities. Further work would be carried out to explore the opportunities and other funding sources to contribute to the extension of the core offer prior to implementation in April 2009. 
Members welcomed the scheme, although some concern was expressed at the ability of the Borough’s pools to cope with a large increase in demand. The Corporate Director: Community Services advised that it was believed that there was sufficient capacity to deal with additional demand, and that it was expected that numbers would level off after an initial surge in demand. It was noted that the free swimming initiative linked closely to the Primary Care Trust’s work in tackling obesity, particularly in relation to young people. 
RESOLVED –

(a)
that, alongside its existing concession scheme, free swimming be offered to those aged 16 and under for a period of 2 years from April 2009;
(b)
that the balance of the free swimming initiative funding be utilised to extend provision to other groups;

(c)
that authority be delegated to the Corporate Director: Community Services, in consultation with the Cabinet Member for Community Services, to further explore opportunities to extend the scheme beyond the core offer for implementation from April 2009.
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REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

Non-Key Decision 

The report of the Head of Audit & Democracy advised that an Alternate Director to the Board of Transforming Telford could be appointed by the Council. The Alternate Director would be able to substitute, with voting rights, for the Leader of the Council – who had been appointed as a Director of Transforming Telford in June 2008.
RESOLVED – that the Cabinet Member for Regeneration (currently Councillor E.J. Carter) be appointed as the Alternate Director to the Leader of the Council on the Board of Transforming Telford in accordance with Article 9 of its Articles of Association.
The meeting ended at 5.32 p.m.
Signed for the purposes of the Decision Notices

Ken Clarke
Head of Audit & Democracy
Date:  14 November 2008





Signed:  ………………………………..






Date:      …………………………………
CAB10MIN

