
TELFORD & WREKIN COUNCIL
CABINET – 24th NOVEMBER, 2008
MONITORING PROCEDURES FOR REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY
REPORT OF HEAD OF PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT

1.0
PURPOSE
1.1 To approve the adoption of a revised agreement between the Regional Planning Body (West Midlands Regional Assembly) and the Region’s planning authorities to secure the general conformity of Development Plan Documents and regionally significant planning applications with the policies of the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS).
	2.0
RECOMMENDATION
2.1 That the revised Regional Spatial Strategy Conformity Protocol summarised in this report and detailed in the supporting appendices A, B and C be adopted. 
           (The appendices are available in the Members’ Room and on public   

           deposit in the Council offices and the Council’s website.)



3.0
SUMMARY
3.1 All strategic planning authorities within the West Midlands Region have been requested by the West Midlands Regional Assembly to adopt the revised RSS conformity procedure (Protocol) in order to fulfil their strategic planning responsibilities.  It is therefore recommended that Telford & Wrekin Council adopts the revised procedure.
4.0
PREVIOUS MINUTES
4.1
4th July 2005
5.0
INFORMATION
5.1
Background
5.1.1 In 2005 the West Midlands Regional Assembly drew up a procedure to be followed for assessing local development plan policies and regionally significant planning applications to ensure their general conformity with the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS).
5.1.2 The Regional Planning Partnership adopted the agreed procedure (the RSS Conformity Protocol) on 3rd September 2004, and recommended that each of the Region’s strategic and local planning authorities adopt the Conformity Protocol. Telford & Wrekin agreed to adopt the Protocol on 4th July 2005. 
5.1.3 As a result, since September 2005, a process (the Conformity Protocol) has been in place between the West Midlands Regional Assembly and the Strategic and Local Planning Authorities in the Region.
5.1.4 Under the Protocol Telford & Wrekin is grouped with the City of Stoke on Trent and Herefordshire Unitary Authority to ensure conformity with RSS.  The Protocol requires Telford & Wrekin officers to evaluate the general conformity to RSS of regionally significant planning applications submitted to Stoke-on-Trent and their Local Development Framework. They then advise the Regional Planning Body of their opinion.  The same areas of work in Telford & Wrekin are evaluated by Herefordshire.

5.1.5 Whilst the Protocol is considered to have worked well, the Regional Planning Body has decided that in practice there are a number of areas where it could be improved.
5.1.6       With Shropshire County Council becoming a unitary authority from April 2009, the protocol for unitary authorities also needs to be revised. Under the revised protocol Shropshire County Council is grouped with the existing unitary authorities listed in 5.1.4 above, and the authorities to be assessed by each is changed. The revised protocol requires Telford & Wrekin officers to evaluate the general conformity to RSS of regionally significant planning applications submitted to Herefordshire Unitary Authority and their Local Development Framework.  Shropshire Council is to assess Stoke-on-Trent.  Stoke-on Trent will assess Telford & Wrekin. Herefordshire will assess Shropshire.
5.1.7
The revised Protocol comprises 3 sections: the Protocol (Appendix A), a reference document (Appendix B) and the detailed criteria for defining regionally significant planning applications (Appendix C).  These are detailed in the supporting appendices A, B and C that are available in the Members’ Room and on public deposit in the Council offices and the Council’s website
5.1.8 Telford & Wrekin were consulted as part of the revision process.
5.2
Equal Opportunities
5.2.1
There are no equal opportunities implications associated with this report.
5.3
Environmental Impact
5.3.1
There are no direct environmental impact implications associated with this report.
5.4
Legal Comment   
5.4.1
The adoption of the revised Conformity Protocol is part of an ongoing process to ensure compliance with the requirements imposed by the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.
5.5
Links with Corporate Priorities
5.5.1
The development of Telford and the various regeneration initiatives across the town are key priorities for the Council that are secured through the regional and local planning framework.

5.6
Financial Implications    
5.6.1
The adoption of the revised Conformity Protocol will not have a financial implication as the resource commitment will not change from that under the current arrangements. 

5.7
Opportunities and Risks

5.7.1
The intention of the report is to comply with relevant legislation and therefore avoid the risk of non-compliance.

6.0
WARD IMPLICATIONS
6.1
District Wide Implications
7.0
BACKGROUND PAPERS
7.1
Regional Spatial Strategy Conformity Protocol Between the West Midlands Regional Assembly: Regional Planning Body (the RPB) and the Strategic and Local Planning Authorities of the West Midlands Region.
Report prepared by Jim Kerrigan,  Principal Planning Officer, Development Plans & Sustainability Business Unit,    Tel: 01952 384237
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