	

	TELFORD & WREKIN COUNCIL

	

	CABINET – 24 NOVEMBER, 2008

	

	REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES

	

	REPORT OF THE HEAD OF AUDIT & DEMOCRACY




1.0
To request Cabinet to appoint two Members to the Telford & Wrekin Local Access Forum.
	2.0
	RECOMMENDATION

	
	

	2.1

	That Cabinet approves the appointment of two representatives to the Telford & Wrekin Local Access Forum.



3.0
INFORMATION

3.1
Section 94 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CRoW) imposes a duty on Local Highway Authorities to establish a Local Access Forum for their area.
3.2

The purpose of the Telford and Wrekin Local Access Forum (TWLAF) will be to provide advice to Telford and Wrekin Council (and the Countryside Agency and other bodies specified in S94(4) of the CRoW Act if required to do so) on how to improve public access to land for open-air recreation and enjoyment of the area.

3.3

TWLAF must have regard to the needs of land management, the desirability of conserving natural beauty (including flora, fauna and geology) and any guidance issued by the secretary of state. 
3.4

Membership is selected to achieve a balance between users of rights of way (walkers, horse riders, cyclists, people with limited mobility) and owners and occupiers of access land or land crossed by local rights of way. Additionally interests such as wildlife conservation, tourism, sport and recreation, health, and outdoor education can be represented if relevant. 

3.5

TWLAF comprises 12-20 representatives appointed by Telford and Wrekin Council as follows:- 

· 2-5 to represent users of public rights of way

· 2-5 to represent landowners and farmers 

· 5-7 to represent other interests

· 1-3 Telford and Wrekin Councillors & Parish Councillors

3.6

Members are appointed for two years, but may be re-appointed for a further term or terms, without limit.  

3.7

The Association of Parish & Town Councils have appointed Councillor J.M.Seymour as their representative, so there is an opportunity for the Council to appoint two representatives onto the Forum.
4.0
PREVIOUS MINUTES


None
5.0
OTHER CONSIDERATIONS  

AREA






COMMENTS

Equality & Diversity 




Not applicable

Environmental Impact



Not applicable

Legal Implications




Not applicable

Opportunities & Risks



Not applicable

Financial Implications



Not applicable

Links with Corporate Priorities


Not applicable

Ward Implications




Not applicable

Report prepared by Chris Corbett, Democratic Services Officer (01952-383217)

