
 BOROUGH OF TELFORD & WREKIN

Minutes of a meeting of the Borough of Telford & Wrekin held on Thursday, 25 September 2008 at 6.30 pm, at the Civic Offices, Telford.

PRESENT:

Councillors M.B. Hosken (Speaker), D.G. Allen, G. Ashcroft, D.W.D. Ashley, R.K. Austin, R. Aveley, S. Bentley, K.T. Blundell, S.P. Burrell, E.J. Carter, R.G. Chaplin, E.A. Clare, N.A. Dugmore, A.J. Eade (Leader), I.T.W. Fletcher, V.A. Fletcher, J.A. Francis, G.M. Green, E.J. Greenaway, R.E. Groom (Mayor), P.A.E. Homer, T.J. Hope, G.P. Hossell, S.M. Kelly, R.T. Kiernan, A. Lawrence, L. Lomax, A.A. Mackenzie, C.N. Mason, A.D. McClements, A.A. Meredith, J.C. Minor, C.P.R. Mollett, R.A. Overton, F.R. Picken, H. Rhodes, K.S. Sahota, U.E. Sambrook, J.M. Seymour, C.F. Smith, M.J. Smith, A.J. Stanton, E.M. Swift, K.L. Tomlinson, W.L. Tomlinson, V. Tonks, R.M. Tyler, D.R.W. White, A.G.P. Williams, H.J. Williams and D.G. Wright
31.
GEORGE RAXSTER

The Speaker asked Members to stand for a minute’s silence in tribute to former County councillor George Raxster following his death on 23 September 2008. 
32.
PRAYERS

The Reverend David Wright, Vicar of St Matthews Church, Donnington, said prayers.
33.
ELECTRONIC VOTING

The Speaker informed Members that a system of electronic voting was being trialled at the meeting, the operating instructions of which had been tabled, and requested their patience and support whilst everyone became familiar with the new voting system.  

34.
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Meeting of the Borough Council held on 26 June, 2008 be confirmed and signed by the Speaker.

35.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors G.J.L. Davies, J.A. Dixon and Y.C. Hicks
36.
COUNCILLOR JOHN MINOR
The Speaker welcomed the return of Councillor John Minor following his recent illness.  Councillor Minor thanked members from all political groups for their messages of support.
The Speaker welcomed Councillor Nigel Dugmore to his first Full Council meeting.
37.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None
38.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) Mayoral Engagements

The Mayor, Councillor R.E. Groom, presented the Mayoral Engagements report.  In particular, he highlighted his visit on 27 June to Harper Adams College and paid tribute to the achievements of the College.  He proposed that a letter of congratulation be sent from this Council to Harper Adams College.
Members noted the engagements undertaken by the Mayor or the Deputy Mayor between 24 June and 19 September, 2008
(b) Awards/Achievements

The Mayor presented the National Association of Care Caterers National Meals on Wheels Marketing Award 2008 to Renu Purvis, Administration Officer, Social Care.  The award was presented to the authority which had demonstrated the most effective marketing campaign for Meals on Wheels during the previous year.  
39.
REPORTS OF LEADER AND CABINET

(a)
Report of Leader
The Leader, Councillor A.J. Eade, referred to the Council’s recent Corporate Assessment.  The Council had been awarded a maximum rating of 4 despite the fact that the Audit Commission had made the assessment harder since the last Corporate Assessment in 2003 for which the Council had also been awarded a maximum rating.  He felt that this result firmly placed the Council amongst the top few authorities in the country and he was keen to acknowledge that this high rating was due to the hard work of both employees and Members, together with the Council’s partners and both Members of Parliament. 

The Leader referred to the installation, by Vodafone UK, of a telecommunications mast adjacent to the playing fields at Malinslee.  He pointed out that the mast had been erected whilst discussions were taking place with the company to identify an alternative site.  Vodafone had previously agreed to consult with 250 residents and hold a public forum to discuss the issue.  He felt strongly that planning legislation prevented the Council from properly considering local circumstances and the wishes of local people.  The law made it extremely difficult to refuse planning applications even when the Council recognised the concerns of local people.  He stated that he would enlist the help of the Members of Parliament and would begin a campaign to have current planning laws changed and looked forward to the support of all his fellow Councillors.  Councillor K.S. Sahota echoed the Leader’s comments and confirmed that he had been in contact with Vodafone and had not been told that the mast would be erected. Councillor D.R.W. White supported the Leader’s comments on the erection of the mast and suggested that other Councils should be contacted in order to find out how they dealt with similar situations.  He also hoped that the issue could be discussed by Scrutiny.  Councillor R.A. Overton said that it was his belief that an overarching document existed that dealt with where these masts could be sited.  He asked whether this document still existed and, if so, whether it was currently being used.  Councillor C.F. Smith agreed with the Leader’s comments that the current law made it difficult to refuse planning applications for mobile phone masts as any health risks were not considered.  He suggested that there should be cross party support to change the current planning laws and that both local Members of Parliament should be asked to help.  Councillor S. Bentley, Cabinet Member:  Environment, asked the Leader if he would investigate whether any sanctions could be taken against Vodafone and the Leader confirmed that he would do so. 
Report of Cabinet

The report of the Cabinet, setting out the matters determined between 30 June and 15 September, was received.  Individual Cabinet Members reported on some of the key areas of work being undertaken by their Portfolios.  These included the consultation with key stakeholders regarding the development of additional post 16 facilities in the Borough and the future consultation regarding facilities as well as the ERDF Programme Expansion. 
RESOLVED – that the Cabinet report be noted.

The Speaker then referred Members to the following report, which had been recommended by the Cabinet for approval by Council. 

(i) 2008/09 FINANCIAL MONITORING
Councillor A. Lawrence, Cabinet Member: Resources, presented the report of the Corporate Director: Resources which showed overall revenue spending projected within approved budgets and provided an update on progress on capital programme spending.  The report highlighted a supplementary capital allocation and a number of virements which required formal approval by Council.  Councillor Lawrence advised Members of the new capital allocations relating to the expansion of the ERDF programme, funded from additional ERDF grant and highlighted funding for TSLEC and for the Enterprise Headquarters.  Councillor E.J. Carter, Cabinet Member: Regeneration, highlighted the £1.2m funding for the Railfreight project as well as the Enterprise Headquarters.  Councillor I.T.W. Fletcher drew Members’ attention to the funding available through the Environment Agency Grant for the Moss Road flood alleviation scheme.  Councillor Lawrence stated that the projects had been carefully selected to ensure completion by the end of December and that monitoring arrangements were in place with contractors.  A number of Members congratulated officers and partners in gaining the additional funding.
RESOLVED – that the capital allocations and virements detailed at section 5.1 of the report be approved.
40.
2007/08 STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Councillor A. Lawrence, Cabinet Member:  Resources, presented the report of the Corporate Director: Resources which informed Members of the outcome of the audit of the Council’s accounts for 2007/08 and presented the Statement of Accounts for approval.  The report also asked for delegated authority to be granted to the Head of Finance, in consultation with the Cabinet Member: Resources, to make any final changes required to the Statement of Accounts prior to publication. 
Andrew Cardoza (Senior Manager) from KPMG LLP (UK) informed Members that the review of the accounts had gone very well.  This was the first year that KPMG had audited the Council’s accounts and they were expecting to issue an unqualified opinion in the next few days.  Councillor Lawrence thanked the Corporate Director:  Resources and his staff for the work done in preparing the accounts.  In response to a question from Councillor W.L. Tomlinson on actuarial losses, Councillor Lawrence explained that this deficit would take some time to reduce due to prevailing stock market conditions and longer life expectancies of members of the Pension Scheme.

RESOLVED – that delegated authority be granted to the Head of Finance, following consultation with the Cabinet Member: Resources, to make any final changes required to the Statement of Accounts prior to publication. 
41.
MEMBERS’ ALLOWANCES
The Chief Executive presented the report of the Independent Remuneration Panel together with proposed changes to the Members’ Allowances Scheme. He thanked the Panel and all those involved in producing the recommendations.  He told Members that the limited number of changes recommended by the Panel indicated that the current structure was generally sound. In particular, he highlighted the impartiality of the report and recommended Members approve the recommendations.
The report explained that the Council was obliged under the Local Authorities (Members Allowance)(England) Regulations 2003 and subsequent amendments to set up and maintain an advisory Independent Remuneration Panel to review and provide advice on Members Allowances.  The Council had discretion on whether to accept the report of the Panel in its entirety, in part or to reject it.  The Council could also decide the effective date for implementation of the recommendations.  The Panel had recommended an implementation date of the start of the current municipal year.
Councillor C.F. Smith moved, seconded by Councillor R.K. Austin, that recommendations 2.2, 2.3, 2.5 and 2.6 be referred to the Council Constitution Committee.  On being put to the vote, the amendment was lost.

Councillor I.T.W. Fletcher moved a minor amendment, seconded by Councillor S. Bentley, that the words “They should also include the Training and Development events attended” be deleted from paragraph 4.5 of the report.  As requested a recorded vote was taken as follows:

For: (27)

Councillors D.G. Allen, G. Ashcroft, D.W.D. Ashley, R. Aveley, S. Bentley, S.P. Burrell, E.J. Carter, R.G. Chaplin, N. Dugmore, A.J. Eade, I.T.W. Fletcher, V.A. Fletcher, J.A. Francis, J. Greenaway, R.E. Groom, T.J. Hope, M.B. Hosken, G.P. Hossell, S.M. Kelly, T. Kiernan, A. Lawrence, A.A. Meredith, C. Mollett, J.M. Seymour, A. Stanton, R.M. Tyler and D. Wright

Against:(24)

Councillors R.K. Austin, K.T. Blundell, E.A. Clare, G.M. Green, P.A.E. Homer, L. Lomax, A.A. Mackenzie, C.N. Mason, A.D. McClements, J.C. Minor, R.A. Overton, F.R. Picken, H. Rhodes, K.S. Sahota, U.E. Sambrook, C.F. Smith, M.J. Smith, E.M. Swift, K.L. Tomlinson, W.L. Tomlinson, V. Tonks, D.R.W. White, A.G.P. Williams and H. Williams
Abstentions (0)
RESOLVED – that 
a)
that the Members of the Independent Remuneration Panel be

thanked for the production of a comprehensive report;

b)
that the recommendations set out in the report of the Independent Remuneration Panel and particularly those set out in paragraphs 4.3 to 4.5 of the report of the Chief Executive, be approved, subject to amendment of paragraph 4.5 by deletion of the words “They should also include the Training and Development events attended”;
c)
that a Band 6 Special Responsibility Allowance for the Chairman of the Audit Committee and the Independent Chairman of the Standards Committee, be approved;
d)
that for the remainder of this year Group Leaders be provided with quarterly attendance monitoring information with publication of attendance information being introduced with effect from the 2009/10 civic year;

e)
that all other recommendations of the Independent Remuneration Panel be accepted;
f)
that the proposals for implementation, as set out in paragraph 5 of the Chief Executive’s report, be approved. 

42.
ANNUAL SCRUTINY REPORT

The Chairman of the Scrutiny Management Board, Councillor D.R.W. White, presented the Annual Scrutiny Report 2007/08.  He paid tribute to the hard work of particular Scrutiny Members, namely Councillors K.L. Tomlinson, G.M. Green, L. Lomax and R. Aveley.  He thanked Members for their support and urged all Members to support the excellent work of Scrutiny.

RESOLVED – that the Scrutiny Annual Report be noted.

43.
REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS
(i)
The Council received for noting the minutes of Scrutiny Commission 1 on 14 July 2008, Scrutiny Commission 3 on 4 June 2008, Scrutiny Commission 4 on 9 July 2008, Scrutiny Management Board on 19 June 2008, Audit Committee on 17 June and 22 July 2008, Plans Board on 11 June, 2 July, 23 July and 13 August 2008, and Standards Committee 17 June 2008. 

(ii)
Councillor V.A. Fletcher, Chairman of the Licensing Committee, presented the minutes of the meeting held on 21 July 2008 relating to the Community Governance Review – Parishes of Dawley Hamlets and The Gorge.  A copy of the minutes and the report of the Head of Audit & Democracy were appended to the agenda for information.

RESOLVED – that 

(a)
the contents of the report be noted but that the review as outlined within the report should not proceed at this time because it was considered that such a review would be premature before the on-going development of the area was completed;
(b)
delegated authority be given to the Licensing Committee to deal with all matters relating to Community Governance Reviews as detailed within the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007.

44.
QUESTIONS
The following Question was asked in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 11:

Councillor H.J. Williams had submitted the following question:

“Would the Cabinet Member for Environment agree that Telford & Wrekin Council is only concerned with the right of builders to advertise by yellow directional signs given the recent banning of all advertising of community events, including charities, on road sides and lamp posts due to safety and control?”
In response, Councillor S. Bentley said that in relation to builders yellow directional signs, from a planning/legal perspective a number of advertisements benefit from deemed consent which removes the requirement to apply to the Council as the local planning authority for specific consent.  Class 11 A of the Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements)(England) Regulations 2007 permits directional advertisements not exceeding 0.15 square metres in area directing people to a site where residential development is taking place. The advertisement must not be more than two miles away from the main entrance or displayed after the development has been completed or for more than 2 years. 
In relation to advertising for community/charity events, can I make it clear to all Members that there never has been a ban as such.  However the Council, as the Highway Authority, fulfils its obligations by enforcing the provisions of the Highways Act.  This has had the support of senior Members by endorsing the ‘Clutterbusting’ campaign which was set up to remove all illegal signage and clutter from the highway. Furthermore most of our Wards have benefited from this proactive action.  It is fair to say that we have to be consistent on enforcement and if a community/charity event illegally advertises on the highway then their signage has to be removed.

That said, the administration is keen to ensure that in future this type of event is given the opportunity to advertise as long as signage is not erected on the highway.  To this end, as Cabinet Member for Environment, I have already asked for a small Officer Group to be formed so as to establish a suitable procedure for allowing for this type of event to be advertised in the future.  For example, this may include designated advertising positions on Council open spaces but not on the highway.  These will, of course, be subject to planning permission.  As with all planning applications inevitably there will be a charge, however it is my intention that depending on the event or its purpose an element of discretion may be applied.

45.
NOTICES OF MOTION

a)
Councillor R.K. Austin moved, in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 12, the following Motion:
“This Council recognises the urgent need to focus on providing new affordable housing for rent and sale, to help first time buyers and to support home owners who find themselves in difficulty.

This focus is ever more necessary following the crisis in the world’s banking system, resulting in the fall in house prices and availability of mortgages. With this in mind the Council welcomes the measures recently announced by the Government to support the housing market and the concept of a Telford Housing Summit being proposed by David Wright MP.  This council agrees to participate fully in the Telford Housing Summit and work with a wide range of partners to prioritise the development of affordable homes for rent and sale.”
The Motion was seconded by Councillor C.F. Smith
In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 14.7 (a) Councillor A.J. Eade moved the following amendment to the Motion, seconded by Councillor J.M. Seymour:

That the words “With this in mind the Council welcomes the measures recently announced by the Government to support the housing market and the concept of a Telford Housing Summit being proposed by David Wright.” be deleted

and that the words “the Telford” be deleted and the word “a” be inserted between “in” and “Housing”
On being put to the vote the amendment was carried.  The amended Motion thus read: 

“This Council recognises the urgent need to focus on providing new affordable housing for rent and sale, to help first time buyers and to support home owners who find themselves in difficulty.

This focus is ever more necessary following the crisis in the World’s banking system, resulting in the fall in house prices and availability of mortgages.  This council agrees to participate fully in a Housing Summit and work with a wide range of partners to prioritise the development of affordable homes for rent and sale.”
Following further debate of the Motion, a recorded vote was requested as follows: 

For: (51)

Councillors M.B. Hosken, D.G. Allen, G. Ashcroft, D.W.D. Ashley, R.K. Austin, R. Aveley, S. Bentley, K.T. Blundell, S.P. Burrell, E.J. Carter, R.G. Chaplin, E.A. Clare, N.A. Dugmore, A.J. Eade, I.T.W. Fletcher, V.A. Fletcher, J.A. Francis, G.M. Green, E.J. Greenaway, R.E. Groom, P.A.E. Homer, T.J. Hope, G.P. Hossell, S.M. Kelly, R.T. Kiernan, A. Lawrence, L. Lomax, A.A. Mackenzie, C.N. Mason, A.D. McClements, A.A. Meredith, J.C. Minor, C.P.R. Mollett, R.A. Overton, F.R. Picken, H. Rhodes, K.S. Sahota, U.E. Sambrook, J.M. Seymour, C.F. Smith, M.J. Smith, A.J. Stanton, E.M. Swift, K.L. Tomlinson, W.L. Tomlinson, V. Tonks, R.M. Tyler, D.R.W. White, A.G.P. Williams, H.J. Williams and D.G. Wright
Against: (0)
Abstentions: (0)

RESOLVED – that the Motion be agreed
b) Councillor A.G.P. Williams, in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 14.7 (b), the following Motion:

“This Council welcomes the agreement between the Council and Arriva to extend the use of bus passes beyond 11 p.m. until the end of services Monday to Friday and asks the Cabinet to consider funding the use of bus passes from 8.30 a.m. as part of the consultation process for the 2009/ 2010 budget.”
Following a debate on the Motion it was put to the vote and:
RESOLVED – that the Motion be agreed

The meeting ended at 9.46 p.m.

Speaker:  _______________








Date:  __________________
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