COUNCIL CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE

Minutes of a meeting of the Council Constitution Committee held on Monday, 29 September, 2008 at 5.45 p.m. p.m. at the Civic Offices, Telford, Shropshire 

PRESENT:
Councillors M.B. Hosken, (Chairman), R.K. Austin, A.J. Eade, G.M. Green, J.M. Seymour, W.L. Tomlinson, V. Tonks and D.R.W. White 
CCC-01
MINUTES

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Council Constitution Committee held on 14th April, 2008 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman,

CCC-02
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
None.
CCC-03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
CCC-04
REVISION OF COUNCIL CONSTITUTION 
The report of the Corporate Director:  Resources detailed the proposed changes proposed to the Council’s Constitution and requested the Committee to recommend these for approval to full Council.  In order to maintain the Constitution as an up to date and accurate document, a number of minor administrative changes were proposed, as set out in Appendix A of the report.  To facilitate such changes in future the Committee was requested to recommend the granting of delegated authority to the Monitoring Officer to make future minor administrative amendments, all of which would be reported to the Committee and to Council for information.

The following sections of the Constitution required amending for the purposes of clarification or to take account of changes to procedures:

· Revision of Article 7 – The Cabinet – to formalise the position of Cabinet Assistants

· Revision of Article 16 – Suspension, Interpretation & Publication of the  

 
Constitution – to reflect current practice

· Revision of Part 4, Section 2 – Access to Information Procedure Rules – to clarify wording

· Revision of Council Procedure Rules relating to:

· Assembly Sessions (amalgamation of paragraphs)

· Electronic voting 

· Revision of Part 4, Section 7 – Contract Procedure Rules – to clarify procedures, remove duplications and include appropriate procedures following the introduction of electronic tendering.

In addition to the above revisions, approval was also requested for the changes made relating to Audit Committee and the Standards Committee.  At its meeting on 16 September, 2008, the Audit Committee had recommended the changes to its Terms of Reference as shown in Appendix B of the report.  Following the enactment of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 the Standards & Audit Committee was split into a Standards Committee and an Audit Committee and Section 7 of the report set out, for the purposes of clarification, the changes made to Article 9 of the Constitution and to the Terms of Reference and Roles and Functions of the Standards Committee under the delegated authority granted by this Committee on 29 October 2007 (shown in blue), the changes approved by the Standards Committee on 17 June 2008 (shown in green) and the further changes now being proposed (shown in red).

The recommendations were discussed and voted upon in turn.  In response to a question from Councillor R.K. Austin, the Democratic Services Manager explained that the reason why some of the page numbers given in Appendix A of the report differed slightly from those of the printed version resulted from working with different document formats.  Councillor Austin also raised the question of why the Constitution referred to ‘Chairman/men’ rather than the gender non-specific ‘Chair’.  In response Councillor J.M. Seymour said that the term ‘Chairman/men’ had always been accepted practice in local government and had no gender implications.
With regard to the recommendation relating to the formalisation of Cabinet Assistants within the Constitution, Councillor R.K. Austin said that, whilst he accepted the principle of such appointments, he would like to see the number of Assistants specified.  Following a discussion it was agreed that Article 7 of the Constitution be amended to specify that the number of Cabinet Assistants should not exceed the number of Cabinet Members at any one time.  
With regard to the proposed changes to paragraph 17.3 of the Council Procedure Rules to facilitate the introduction of electronic voting at Council meetings, the Democratic Services Manager requested Members’ agreement to an amendment to the paragraph as set out in the report.  He proposed that the word ‘will (take the vote)’ be amended to read ‘may’.  Members requested that the current system of electronic voting be reviewed and the use of a simpler system be considered by officers.
With regard to the changes to Article 9 (The Standards Committee) and the Terms of Reference of the Standards Committee, Councillor V. Tonks sought an assurance that parish council and independent members of the Committee would receive appropriate training.  The Group Solicitor (Standards & Regulatory) responded that this training had been provided and that consideration was now being given to further training for the Independent Members with regard to their role in the Referrals and Review Sub-Committees.  Councillor W.L. Tomlinson requested that, as part of their Code of Conduct training, all members should be advised on what determined whether an allegation was dealt with by the Standards Committee or by the Standards Board of England.  In response the Group Solicitor said that he would ensure that the next training session, scheduled for 12 November 2008, included such information. 
RESOLVED - THAT COUNCIL BE RECOMMENDED TO APPROVE:

(a)
the minor administrative amendments made to the Constitution as set out in Appendix A of the report;
(b)
the granting of delegated authority to the Monitoring Officer, following consultation with the Speaker, to make future minor administrative amendments as necessary to update the Constitution;

(c)
the amendments to Article 7 of the Constitution necessary to formalise the position of Cabinet Assistants, as set out in section 5 of the report;
(d)
the addition of paragraph 7.09 to Article 7, as set out in the report, as follows:

‘The number of Cabinet Assistants so appointed shall not exceed the number of Cabinet Members at any one time.’;
(e)
the amendments to Article 16 – Suspension, Interpretation and Publication of the Constitution – as set out in section 6 of the report;

(f)
the amendments to the Access to Information Procedure Rules (Part 4, Section 2 of the Constitution) as set out in section 7 of the report;

(g)
the amendments to the Council Procedure Rules (Part 4, Section 1 of the Constitution) relating to Assembly Sessions as set out in paragraph 8.1 of the report;

(h)
the amendments to the Council Procedure Rules (Part 4, Section 1, paragraph 17 of the Constitution) required to allow for the introduction of electronic voting and the deletion of ballots as set out in paragraph 8.2 of the report, subject to the deletion of the word ‘will’ and insertion of the word ’may’;
(i)
the amendments to the Contract Procedure Rules (Part 4, Section 7 of the Constitution) as set out in section 9 of the report;

(j)
the revised Terms of Reference of the Audit Committee as set out in Appendix B of the report;

(k)
the noting of the amendments to the Terms of Reference and to the Role and Functions of the Standards Committee, as previously made under delegated authority by the Monitoring Officer in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Standards Committee as shown in blue and green in Appendix C of the report;

(l)
the proposed additional changes to the Terms of Reference and the Roles and Functions of the Standards Committee as shown in red in Appendix C of the report.

The meeting ended at 6.20 p.m.






Chairman:  …………………………….






Date:   …………………………………..
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