
LICENSING COMMITTEE
Minutes of a meeting of the Licensing Committee held on Tuesday, 21st October 2008 at 9.30 am in the Reception Suite, Civic Offices, Telford
PRESENT:
V.A. Fletcher (Chairman), E.J. Greenaway (Vice-Chairman), G.J.L. Davies, J.A. Francis, Y.C. Hicks, T. Kiernan, A.A. Mackenzie, C.N. Mason, H. Rhodes, C.F. Smith, K.L. Tomlinson and A.G.P. Williams. 
LC-14

MINUTES
RESOLVED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Committee held on 22nd September 2008 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman.

LC-15

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors R.G. Chaplin, T.J. Hope and G.P. Hossell.
LC-16

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor G.J.L. Davies declared a personal although non-prejudicial interest in minute number LC-17 and indicated that he would retire from the meeting in relation to any discussions and decisions concerning conditions in connection with Medical and/or Medical Examinations of licensees/applicants. 
LC-17 
REVIEW OF HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE LICENCE CONDITIONS
The Committee received the report of the Regulation & Resilience Manager which requested that members should consider and approve a revised set of licensing conditions for the Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licence Conditions within the Borough. 

Members were reminded that a comprehensive review of the Council’s conditions of licence for Hackney Carriages and Private Hire had been undertaken that had arisen from the Taxi & Private Hire Action Plan that had been formulated following the completion of the External Investigation and the Scrutiny Commission 4 review of the Taxi Licensing Service.

The Committee was advised that the consultation process had complied with Telford & Wrekin Council’s Adult and Consumer Care’s Principles of Consultation and also the Better Regulation Executive Code of Practice on Consultation. In the consultation process the Council had included Community Organisations, Partner Agencies, Licence Holders, Local and National Trade Associations which may have been interested in responding to the consultation. The Council had also welcomed the views from members of the public, particularly those Service Users who regularly used Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicles and anyone else with an interest in the subject.

Members were informed that the Consultation Period commenced on 4th August 2008 and ended on 12th September 2008. Consultation documents were made available on the Council’s website and intranet. Paper versions were made available in the receptions of Civic Offices and Darby House and at all of the Telford & Wrekin libraries. They were also available upon request to the Licensing Service, further copies were distributed at a series of meetings held during the consultation period. It was reported that every effort had been made to bring the consultation process for the review of the Hackney Carriage and Private Hire conditions of licence to the attention of all interested parties. This was done via the local press, by the internet and by emailing and writing to a wide variety of consultees. 

The Committee noted that the views of all these persons and bodies who took part in the consultation process had been taken into account in the determination of the review of conditions for the Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Trade. A list of persons/organisations who had responded to the consultation was attached at Appendix A to the report.

Members were referred to the current conditions of licence, together with proposed conditions and with best practice and consultation responses, attached to the report at Appendices B to E.

It was further noted that any changes and/or amendments to conditions would be subject to grandfather rights for existing licences.  

RESOLVED – that the revised conditions (as attached to these minutes) for the licensing of Hackney Carriages (Appendix A), Private Hire Drivers (Appendix B), Private Hire Vehicles (Appendix C) and Private Hire Operators (Appendix D) be approved with effect from the implementation date of 1st December 2008. 
The meeting ended at 5.30 pm
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