TELFORD & WREKIN COUNCIL
CABINET – 12 JANUARY 2009
PLANNING OF SCHOOL PLACES: 
STIRCHLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL AND THREE OAKS PRIMARY SCHOOL
REPORT OF CORPORATE DIRECTOR: CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE
1
PURPOSE
1.1
The purpose of this report is to seek approval from the Cabinet for formal consultation to take place in relation to proposals for the merger and co-location of Stirchley Primary School and Three Oaks Primary School to create a new primary school, as part of the Campus Telford & Wrekin vision linked to the Building Schools for the Future building programme.

2
RECOMMENDATIONS

The Cabinet is recommended to:

2.1
Authorise the Corporate Director:  Children and Young People, to engage in formal consultation with key partners and stakeholders in respect of a proposal to merge and co-locate Stirchley Primary and Three Oaks Primary Schools into a new primary school. 

The first phase would see the newly created primary school established on the Three Oaks Primary school site from September 2010, whilst the Building Schools for the Future work takes place on the Lord Silkin campus site. The second phase would see the creation of a new 360 place primary school as part of the Lord Silkin Learning Community with effect from 2013. 
2.2
Request that a further report on the outcomes of consultation be brought to a Cabinet meeting in spring 2009.

3
SUMMARY
Primary School Reorganisations
3.1
The Council’s policy on school reorganisations determines that reviews should take place, where appropriate, whenever particular circumstances emerge. These include a pending head teacher retirement or resignation, a significant building issue or where there are an excessive number of surplus places.

3.2 It is therefore appropriate to apply the policy in respect of Stirchley and Three Oaks Primary Schools for the following reasons:
· The projected significant increase in the level of surplus places at Stirchley Primary school, over the next five years, together with the proposals for the Lord Silkin campus as part of the Building Schools for the Future Programme have provided the opportunity for the creation of an all-through 2-19 Learning Community for the Stirchley area.
· The potential for replacement of ageing accommodation at both schools with a purpose built primary school fit for the 21st century. The existing buildings are in the main unsuitable in both size and shape of teaching areas. A new build would not only address these problems, but would also provide the opportunity for creating facilities for enhanced inter-agency support together with the associated education and community benefits.
4 
PREVIOUS MINUTES
4.1
Not applicable.
5
INFORMATION


Background

5.1
Meetings have been held with all Telford & Wrekin Headteachers and governors during the past 3 years to share the vision for Campus Telford & Wrekin. These discussions included the proposals for creating a Lord Silkin Learning Community which incorporates a new primary school to serve the Stirchley area. Further meetings have been held with the respective Headteachers and Chairs of Governors of both primary schools. The conclusion drawn from these meetings is that both schools are supportive of the proposals and wish to work closely with the Council to see the plans implemented.
6
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
6.1
The proposals detailed in the recommendations to this report would help to promote the Council’s equality commitment in terms of:

· Reducing disparities in the current quality of school accommodation.


· Provide better, up to date facilities which meet the requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act and opportunities for social inclusion through extended learning, lifelong learning and early years & childcare provision.

· Ensuring sufficient quality places are available locally to the community within the Stirchley area. 
7
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
7.1
All new buildings provided by funding from the Primary Capital Programme would be designed to the latest environmentally friendly and energy efficient standards and replace old outdated buildings which are energy inefficient. 

8
LEGAL COMMENT
8.1
Changes to school organisation are governed by the requirements of the Education & Inspections Act 2006 and guidance from DCSF
8.2
Any decision, following consultation, to amalgamate schools and to establish a new school will require the publication of a statutory notice which must stand for a 6 week period.  If any objections are received within the notice period ultimate decision making passes to the independent Schools Adjudicator who may accept, reject or seek to amend the Council’s proposal.

9
LINKS WITH CORPORATE PRIORITIES
9.1
The specific proposals will all significantly contribute to the realisation of the Council’s Community Priorities with particular emphasis in respect of:

· Transforming Telford & Wrekin;
· Giving Children & Young People the Best Possible Start in their lives;

· Maintaining a High Quality, Attractive and Sustainable Environment;
· Strengthening the Local Economy & the Skills of Local People.

10.
OPPORTUNITIES AND RISKS

The opportunities and risks associated with this proposal have been identified and assessed. Arrangements will be put in place to manage the risks and maximise the opportunities that have been identified.
11
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
11.1
The funding for the new school and the interim temporary accommodation will be met from the Primary Capital Programme recently confirmed by DCSF following evaluation of the Authorities Primary Capital Strategy submitted in the summer. In addition the total cost for the project will be supported by future capital receipt.
12
WARD IMPLICATIONS
12.1
The site is located within the Nedge Ward.


Ward Members
Councillor Yvonne Hicks

Councillor Ute Sambrook

Councillor Richard Tyler
13 BACKGROUND PAPERS

· Building Schools for the Future – Strategy for Change Part 1 and 2

· Building Schools for the Future – Outline Business Case
· Children & Young People Asset Management Plan
· Every Child Matters: Primary Capital Programme Prospectus (March 2006)
· Telford & Wrekin Primary Strategy for Change (June 2008)
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