
BOROUGH OF TELFORD & WREKIN

Minutes of a meeting of the Borough of Telford & Wrekin Council held on Thursday, 24th April, 2008 at 6.30 p.m. at the Civic Offices, Telford

PRESENT:  

Councillors D.W.D. Ashley, D.G. Allen, G. Ashcroft, R.K. Austin, R. Aveley, S. Bentley, K.T. Blundell, S.P. Burrell, S.M. Cain, E.J. Carter, R.G. Chaplin, E.A. Clare, A.J. Eade (Leader), I.T.W. Fletcher, V.A. Fletcher, J.A. Francis, G.M. Green, E.J. Greenaway, R.E. Groom, Y.C. Hicks, P.A.E. Homer, T.J. Hope, M.B. Hosken (Mayor), G. Hossell, S.M. Kelly, T. Kiernan, A. Lawrence, L. Lomax, A.A. Mackenzie, A.D. McClements, A.A. Meredith, C.N. Mason, C. Mollett, R.A. Overton, F.R. Picken, H. Rhodes, K.S. Sahota, U.E. Sambrook, J.M. Seymour C.F. Smith, M.J. Smith, A.J. Stanton, E.M. Swift, K.L. Tomlinson, W.L. Tomlinson, V. Tonks, R.M. Tyler, D.R.W. White, A.G.P. Williams, H. Williams and D.G. Wright
80.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Speaker thanked Councillor Miles Hosken for his hard work during his year as Mayor of Telford & Wrekin.  He also took the opportunity to pass on his good wishes for St. George’s Day to all Members.

The Mayor welcomed Councillors Clive Mollett and Terry Kiernan to their first Council following the recent by-elections.

81.
PRAYERS

Prayers were said by the Rev’d Mark Sherman, Methodist Minister at Ketley.  
82.
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL
RESOLVED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 6th March, 2008 be confirmed and signed by the Speaker.

83.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors G.J.L. Davies, J.A. Dixon and J.C. Minor
84.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors D.G. Allen, R.K. Austin, S. Bentley, K.T. Blundell, R.G. Chaplin, A.J. Eade, G.J.L. Davies, J.A. Dixon, I.T.W. Fletcher, V.A. Fletcher, J.A. Francis, G.M. Green, R.E. Groom, P.A.E. Homer, A. Lawrence, A.G. McClements, A.A. Mackenzie, R.A. Overton, K.S. Sahota, J.M. Seymour, D.R.W. White and D.G. Wright declared an interest in the Local Government Superannuation Scheme.
Cllr R.G. Chaplin declared an interest in planning applications W2008/007 and W2008/0232 – Agenda item 9 – Appendices E1, E2 & E3.
85.
COUNCILLOR JOHN MINOR

RESOLVED – that, in accordance with Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, Councillor John Minor be granted leave of absence from his Council duties for a period of six months effective from 29 May, 2008.  
86.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a)
Mayoral Engagements 
Members noted the engagements undertaken by the Mayor or the Deputy Mayor between 5th March and 20th April, 2008.  The Mayor drew Members’ attention to the Choral Showcase at the Symphony Hall in Birmingham, which he and the Mayoress had attended on 14th April, 2008.  
(b)
Presentation of Awards/Achievements 


The Mayor presented the following:


(i)
A Certificate to Paul Smith, Agency Services Manager, and representatives of the Home Improvement Agency Team acknowledging their outstanding performance following the external assessment of the HIA through the Foundations Quality Mark Scheme.


(ii)
A Certificate to John Evans, Revenues Manager, and Gail Rider Programme Leader, Business Transformation, acknowledging the achievement of Business Transformation in partnership with Revenues & Benefits as finalists in e-Government National Awards 2007 in the category of ‘Building a Fairer Society with e-Government’

(iii)
A Certificate to Marcus Branson, Senior Solicitor, acknowledging that Legal Services had met the core requirements of the Law Society’s Practice Management Standards (Lexcel)


(iv)
A Certificate to Andrew Roberts, Democratic Services Officer, acknowledging that Legal & Democratic Services had been assessed and certified for the requirements of ISO 9001:2000

(v)
Steve Wellings, Chief Executive presented the Mayor with a plaque from the Rugby Football Union in respect of the contribution made to coaching by TSLEC.  
87.
ANNUAL AUDIT & INSPECTION LETER 2006/07 
In asking Tony Corcoran, Relationships Manager with the Audit Commission, to present his annual Audit & Inspection Letter for 2006/07 the Speaker acknowledged his hard work and long association with Telford & Wrekin Council.
Tony Corcoran said that his letter for 2006/07 was very positive;  Telford & Wrekin was an excellent Council and was improving well, although performance indicators had dipped in the previous year.  He referred to key initiatives such as the Hadley PFI, Transforming Telford and the regeneration of Telford, all of which were important to the residents of the Borough.

He also paid tribute to specific service positives such as the good programme of equality and diversity, waste reduction, and services for adults and children, which catered for the whole community.  Although there remained some issues requiring improvement, such as school absence rates, teenage pregnancies rates, and the highways infrastructure, overall this was a very positive letter.

Cllr Adrian Lawrence, Cabinet Member:  Resources thanked Tony Corcoran for his work as an auditor with the Council over the years, and his contribution to excellent position it was now in.  He also thanked officers and members for their contributions.  

Cllr Keith Austin, Labour Group Leader, spoke of the excellent out-turn for the last Labour administration.  An unqualified auditor’s letter was very good and was a deserved accolade for the Borough.  He referred to the need for the Council to work closely with existing and new partners to maintain its excellent rating in future and extended his personal thanks to Tony Corcoran for his work over the years.  

In conclusion, the Leader said that the Audit letter reflected well on officers and members of the authority and contributed to its 4 star rating.  He thanked Tony Corcoran for all for his work and regretted that the authority would not be going forward with him as its auditor.
88.
REPORTS OF LEADER & CABINET
(i)
The Leader referred to the severe land slippage in the Ironbridge Gorge World Heritage Site and the Council’s efforts to secure an additional £10 million of funding on top of the £5 million of its own capital resources which it had used to tackle these problems.  It was difficult for the Council to sustain three high risk sites in the Gorge and there remained a high risk of a landslide which would have severe consequences for both the fabric and the economy of the World Heritage Site.  He asked Members to note the major work being carried out by the Council’s engineers at the Lloyds Head site, which would be completed at the end of the year. 

Jackfield had been identified as a risk area but the Council was unable to fund the necessary work there and elsewhere in the Gorge.  These issues needed to be addressed at a national as well as a local level and, as no financial support had yet been secured from central government, the Council was now proposing to seek support from Philip Bradburn, M.E.P.

Councillor Keith Austin also spoke of the difficulties of persuading central government to provide funding for a major project such as the Gorge and said that UNESCO should provide support.  He indicated the support of the Labour Group in any action taken to seek additional funding and offered to contact Labour M.E.P.s.  Councillor Eade thanked him for his support and welcomed the opportunity of joint working.  
(ii)
Cabinet
The Leader presented the report of Cabinet, as set out in Appendix C.

Councillor Stephen Burrell, Cabinet Member:  Children & Young People thanked Julia Almond, Corporate Director:  Children & Young People and her team for their work in preparing for the Joint Area Review (JAR) the following month.  He informed Members that the Enhanced Youth Inspection (EYI), which would assess how the Council is delivering its youth work and the concurrent JAR would focus on outcomes for children and young people, particularly those in vulnerable groups .  In addition to any recommendations from the JAR, the Council would in future deliver services for children and young people through an integrated Connnexions for Youth service.  Not only would there be cross party working on this issue but also engagement with young people.  It was important to recognise that the needs of children and young people in the rural areas differed from those in the urban areas and the Council’s aim was to provide a co-ordinated and coherent service which was deliverable and adaptable to changing needs.

Councillor Eric Carter, Cabinet Member:  Regeneration, referred to the ongoing work with regard to the Telford Town Centre, Woodside, Madeley and Randlay.  He spoke of the improvements which had been made to Woodside and of the need for this to continue in order to improve services to the public.  Regeneration work was also planned for Sutton Hill and the master plan developed there would be replicated across the Borough.  In addition, lead officers were now in place to drive the work needed in Newport, Wellington and Ironbridge.  

In response to a comment from Councillor Vic Tonks, Councillor Carter confirmed that regeneration work in Dawley was also underway.

RESOLVED – that the Cabinet report, including the additional delegations granted to officers since the last Council meeting be noted.
89.
REPORTS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS

(i)
The Council received for noting the resolved minutes of the Plans Board for 27th February, 19th March and 9th April, 2008 and of Scrutiny Commission 3 for 5th March, 2008.

(ii)
With regard to the meeting of the Council Constitution Committee held on 14th April, 2008 Councillor D.W.D. Ashley, Chairman of the Committee, presented Minute No. CCC-19, as set out on the Council Agenda.  The recommendations of the Committee sought approval of the proposed amendments to the Council’s Constitution.  A copy of the two reports of the Head of Legal & Democratic Services was also attached as Appendices G2 and G3 for Members’ information.

In response to a question from Councillor C.F. Smith, Councillor Ashley confirmed that with respect to recommendation (d) the Mayor would not be permitted to vote at any meetings of Boards, Committees or Commissions which he/she attended.


RESOLVED:

(a)
That an Audit Committee and a Standards Committee be established with effect from the start of the 2008/09 municipal year;

(b)
That the Council Constitution be amended to reflect the proposed changes;

(c)
That the Audit Committee be comprised of six members and be subject to the requirements of political balance;

(d)
That paragraph 3 of Part 9 – Committee Procedure Rules – of the Constitution be amended to include, as sub-paragraph (4), the following words:

“The Mayor shall not sit on any Board, Committee or Commission of the Council during his/her year of office.  The Mayor will have the right to attend any meeting and, after prior consultation with the Chairman, to speak at any meeting”;

(e)
That further research be undertaken on the saying of prayers at Council meetings and a report be submitted to the next meeting of the Committee;

(f)
That Part 4, Section 1, paragraph 2(x) (Council Procedure Rules) of the Constitution be amended by the addition of the following paragraph:


“All recommendations to Council for approval contained within such reports to be clearly identified on the agenda for the meeting.”
90.
QUESTIONS


The following Questions were asked in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 11:

(a)
Councillor R. Overton had submitted the following question:

“Can the Leader please explain the delay in the formation of a Youth Forum, which he announced in the press a few months ago that he was in the process of setting up, or is it another case of his words outdoing his actions?”


Following the speech made by Councillor Stephen Burrell:  Cabinet Member:  Children & Young People, under Minute No. 88(ii) Councillor Overton considered that his question had been sufficiently answered and, therefore, withdrew it.
(b)
Councillor C.F. Smith asked the following question:


Would the Cabinet Member for Transport agree with me that the only change in Government policy from April 2008 was to extend the availability of free off-peak bus travel for the over 60s and the disabled travellers so that they can travel anywhere in England using a single pass?”

Councillor S. Bentley, Cabinet Member:  Environment made the following opening comments:
“Before giving an answer to your question I would like to take a moment of the Chamber’s time and ask Members to join me in recognising the achievements of Helen Hill and her team in enabling a smooth successful transition from our own local scheme to that of the new national scheme. They provided a very proactive programme, which prevented, and therefore overcame, many of the potential obstacles of the implementation of the new scheme, that many other authorities appear to overcome.  This proactive planning, therefore, enabled those residents within the borough, who met the eligibility criteria, to benefit from its implementation date of April 1st.
 

Having said that, both myself and my colleagues in this administration are disappointed that the comprehensive scheme previously enjoyed locally by those eligible required to be refined for the national scheme due to the inadequate funding this authority received from central government.  We have chosen to exercise some flexibility, however,
such as accessible locations for the required photographs, and eligibility criteria checks.  Carers who are not catered for within the government’s scheme will be allowed to travel free of charge whilst they are accompanying the eligible person whose pass will be marked with a "C" to identify the carer requirement. 
Unfortunately this is again a local initiative and only provides free travel for the carers when the journey is within the borough’s boundaries.
 

This administration does, however, recognise the importance the carer plays in the quality of life for those who require the assistance of a carer, and the Leader is meeting with the Minister next week to press for recognition of the carer and additional funding.
 

Neither does it address satisfactorily those with learning disabilities.  The government has offered some guidance to authorities but I felt this to be impractical in so much as it is suggested that authorities set up assessment centres  in order to assess a person’s eligibility.  This is both costly and challenging and again central government have allocated no additional funding.
 

For those who have a preference for an alternative to the bus pass we have chosen to offer a subsidised rail card at a cost of £8.00p and there is also the option of travel tokens or dial-a-ride.”

In direct response to Councillor Smith’s question he said:

“I have no idea if the 11,000 estimate is accurate but I doubt if an estimate could ever be considered as accurate.  Locally, however, we have 17,349 currently the new concessionary bus card, which is a 17% increase over the past twelve months and we are currently experiencing approximately one hundred new residents per week;  this, depending on usage, may have considerable strain financially.  Perhaps you could use your influence with the Labour Party for additional funding;  maybe some of the 10p. it has taken from those at the lower end of the income scale.”
91.
NOTICE OF MOTION
Councillor A.J. Eade moved and Councillor D.G. Allen seconded, in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 12, the following Motion:

“This Council recognises the inclusion of the rural areas as an integral and vital part of the Borough of Telford & Wrekin and fully endorses the new initiatives put in place to address its specific needs and past disparity with the urban parts of the Borough.”
In accordance with Council Procedure 14.6(a) Councillor R.K. Austin had submitted the following amendment, seconded by Councillor A. McClements, as tabled:
“the word ‘that’ be inserted between the words ‘recognises’ and ‘the’; the word ‘inclusion’ be deleted; the words ‘previous and’ be inserted between the words ‘the’ and ‘new’; the words ‘to avoid any real or perceived’ be inserted between the words ‘needs’ and ‘and’”

In moving the Motion Councillor Eade spoke of the need for Members to support the Borough as a whole and not only local areas.  There were areas of deprivation in the rural areas as well as in the urban areas and he sought the support of all Members in delivering services equally to all areas.

Councillor Austin said that his reason for putting forward an amendment to the Motion submitted by Councillor Eade was to remove any implied suggestion that the rural areas had not received equal consideration with the urban areas by the previous Labour administration.  He detailed a number of the initiatives introduced in the rural areas, such as the ‘Wrekin Rider’ and the ‘Wheels to Work’ together with the Regeneration of the District Centres programme, which encompassed the adjoining rural areas.  
A number of members spoke in support of the amendment and in doing so made reference to the excellent Audit & Inspection Letter for 2006/07 which covered the last year of the Labour administration.  
Following the debate, and upon being put to the vote, the amendment was lost.

The substantive Motion was then put to the vote and it was:

RESOLVED – that the Motion be approved.

The meeting ended at 8.20 p.m.





Speaker:  …………………………………





Date:  ………………………………………
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