
LICENSING COMMITTEE
Minutes of a meeting of the Licensing Committee held on Monday, 12th May 2008 at 9.30am in the Walker Room, Meeting Point House, Telford
PRESENT:
V.A.Fletcher (Chairman), R.G.Chaplin (Vice-Chairman), R.Aveley (for Minute item LC-67 only), J.A.Francis, Y.C.Hicks (for Minute item LC-67 only), G.P.Hossell, C.N.Mason, H.Rhodes (for Minute item LC-67 only), C.F.Smith (for Minute items LC-67 and LC-69 only), K.L.Tomlinson (for Minute item LC-67 only) and A.G.P.Williams. 
LC-63

MINUTES
RESOLVED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Committee held on 22nd April 2008 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman.

LC-64

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors S.P.Burrell, G.J.L.Davies, T.J.Hope and A.A.Mackenzie.
LC-65

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor R.Aveley declared a prejudicial interest in connection with agenda item 6 – Private Hearing – Mr.H.A. and stated that he would leave the meeting prior to the commencement of this hearing.
Councillor K.L.Tomlinson declared a personal interest in connection with agenda item 6 – Private Hearing – Mr H.A. when during the hearing she indicated that she knew one of the witnesses and that in the circumstances she would leave the meeting.  
LC-66
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they may involve the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in Paragraph 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.

LC-67
PRIVATE HEARING – MR.J.G.
After hearing the evidence presented by the Council’s Licensing Operations Manager and her witnesses and the driver, his legal representative and his witness in accordance with the hearings procedure and following consideration and discussion by the Committee, it was;

RESOLVED – that taking account of the allegations and the conclusion reached by the Committee that the driver posed a risk to public safety, in accordance with Section 61(b) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, the Licensing Committee considered that there was reasonable cause that the driver should not continue to be licensed as a Private Hire Vehicle Driver by this Authority and that accordingly his licence should be revoked. 
N.B. In accordance with the previous declaration of interest Councillor R.Aveley left the meeting prior to the commencement of this hearing.

N.B. Councillor K.L.Tomlinson left the meeting during the following hearing when she indicated that she knew one of the witnesses and that in the circumstances she would leave the meeting.  

LC-68
PRIVATE HEARING – MR.H.A.
After hearing the evidence presented by the Council’s Licensing Operations Manager and her witnesses and the driver and his legal representative in accordance with the hearings procedure and following consideration and discussion by the Committee, it was;

RESOLVED – that taking account of the allegations and the conclusion reached by the Committee that the driver posed a risk to public safety, in accordance with Section 61(b) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, the Licensing Committee considered that there was reasonable cause that the driver should not continue to be licensed as a Hackney Carriage Driver by this Authority and that accordingly his licence should be suspended for a period of one month to enable the driver to take and pass the DSA Hackney Carriage Wheel chair Enhanced Test (Code Z1). The Committee further resolved that the Hackney Carriage Driver must notify the Licensing Operations Manager of the date for the test so that a Licensing Officer could accompany the driver to the test centre and that no other person(s) should be present during the test save for the DSA Officers and the driver. On conclusion of the test the driver must provide the Licensing Operations Manager with the test pass certificate.  

LC-69
PRIVATE HEARING – MR.A.H.
After hearing the evidence presented by the Council’s Licensing Operations Manager and the applicant, his representative and his witness in accordance with the hearings procedure and following consideration and discussion by the Committee, it was;

RESOLVED – that the applicant was a fit and proper person to hold a Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence, and that accordingly his application should be granted subject to the issue of a written warning to the applicant as to his future conduct. 

The meeting ended at 5.35 pm
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