
CABINET

Decision Notices and Minutes of a meeting of the Cabinet held on Tuesday, 13th October, 2009 at 5.00 p.m. at the Civic Offices, Telford 

PUBLISHED ON MONDAY, 19th OCTOBER, 2009 

(DEADLINE FOR CALL-IN THURSDAY, 22nd OCTOBER, 2009) 

PRESENT:
Councillors A.J. Eade (Leader and Chairman), S. Bentley, S.P. Burrell, E.J. Carter, M.B. Hosken, S.M. Kelly and A. Lawrence
ALSO PRESENT: Councillor R.G. Chaplin (Cabinet Assistant); Councillor W.L. Tomlinson (Chairman, Value for Money Scrutiny Group);
Councillors R.K. Austin, G.M. Green and V.Tonks (Opposition Group Leaders)
CB-74

MINUTES

Councillor R.K. Austin stated that at the last meeting he had declared an interest as a Governor of Hadley Learning Community as well as Sutherland School, but that this had not been reflected in the Minutes.
RESOLVED – that, subject to an amendment at Minute CB-59 to include Governor of Hadley Learning Community in Councillor R.K. Austin’s declaration of interest, the minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on 15th September, 2009 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman.

CB-75

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillor J.M. Seymour 
CB-76

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Chief Executive declared an interest in agenda item 7 – Future Delivery of Economic Development and Regeneration Services – as a Board Member of Transforming Telford.
CB-77
REVISION OF LOCAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEME
Key decision identified as Local Development Framework in the Forward Plan published on 16th September 2009.
Councillor S. Bentley, Cabinet Member for Environment, presented the report of the Head of Planning & Transport, which set out the revised Local Development Scheme for adoption by Cabinet. 

The Council was required to publish a Local Development Scheme (LDS) providing a 3 year programme for the preparation of Local Development Framework development plan documents and a list of “saved policies” for the area. Following approval by Cabinet on 21 July 2009 (minute CB-42), the proposed LDS was submitted to the Government Office West Midlands (on behalf of the Secretary of State). In the light of Government Office advice, a series of minor amendments to the proposed LDS were agreed by the Head of Planning & Transport in consultation with the Cabinet Member. These comprised small changes to the document timescales (lengthening programmes by 2 months) and the wording used (use of terms “commencement” and “publication”). The revised Local Development Scheme 2009-2012, as approved by the Government Office, was appended to the report. 

In response to a question, the Head of Planning & Transport advised that a Members Seminar could be arranged to take a broad look at the Development Plan documents.

RESOLVED –  that the Local Development Scheme 2009 – 2012, as shown at Appendix 1 of the report, be adopted with effect from 13 October 2009.
CB-78
TELFORD & WREKIN JOINT STRATEGIC NEEDS ASSESSMENT 2009
Non-Key decision 
Councillor R.G. Chaplin, Cabinet Assistant for Adult & Community Wellbeing, presented the report of the Public Health Specialist – NHS Telford & Wrekin that provided information on the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) that had been undertaken jointly by the Primary Care Trust and the Council. 
The Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 placed a duty on local authorities and PCTs to undertake a JSNA. The overall aim of the process was to inform the development of commissioning priorities in order to improve health outcomes and reduce health inequalities. The strategic priorities identified through the JSNA process were strongly aligned to the Council’s corporate priorities as identified in the Health & Well-being Strategy and the Children & Young People’s Plan. The JSNA consisted of an executive summary underpinned by a number of intelligence documents, such as detailed socio-economic and demographic reports, an extensive benchmarking exercise and trends & inequalities information. An in-depth needs assessment had been carried out in three programme areas – obesity in adults and children, dementia and speech & language development. These had resulted in some detailed recommendations, which were being used to develop and refresh strategies across the three areas.
The Interim Corporate Director: Adult & Community Wellbeing, added that more information would be available in December following an early refresh of version 1 of the 2009 JSNA. 

RESOLVED – 
(a)
that the strong partnership approach used to develop the JSNA 
across the Council and Primary Care Trust be endorsed;
(b) that it be recognised that the JSNA process confirms and validates the shared health and well-being priorities already identified by the Council and PCT in their key strategic planning documents;

(c)
that it be noted that the findings of the JSNA are already 
influencing the commissioning process to ensure needs-led 
service development in priority areas.

CB- 79
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED - that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraphs 1, 3 and 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.
CB-80

FUTURE DELIVERY OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND 
REGENERATION SERVICES
Key Decision identified as Future Delivery of Economic Development and Regeneration Services in the Forward Plan published on 16 September 2009.
Councillor E.J. Carter, Cabinet Member for Regeneration, presented the report of the Corporate Director: Environment & Regeneration which presented the results of detailed analysis on proposals for the revised delivery of economic development and regeneration services in the Borough.
At its meeting on 21 July 2009, Cabinet agreed to support in principle the transfer of certain services from the Transforming Telford delivery vehicle to the management of the Council, subject to an analysis including legal and financial issues. The Transforming Telford Board had agreed to reasonable co-operation with the Council to take these proposals forward. The outcome of the legal and financial analysis was set out in detail in the report, including a risk assessment and actions to mitigate those risks. Also detailed in the report were the revised delivery arrangements for the services affected, and their proposed implementation. It was anticipated that the services would transfer to the management of the Council at the earliest practical opportunity, and no later than 31 March 2010. 
RESOLVED –

(a)
that the in principle decision of 21 July 2009 to implement revised service delivery arrangements for economic development and regeneration services, as set out in the report, be confirmed; 
(b)
that negotiations with the Transforming Telford founding partners to make arrangements for efficiently closing down the operations of the company, to resolve potential funding shortfalls and/or liabilities, and to achieve the objectives set out in the report, be approved; and that an update report on the outcome of those negotiations be received. 
(c)
that authority be delegated to the Corporate Director: 
Environment & Regeneration, in consultation with the Cabinet 
Member for Regeneration, to implement those other arrangements 
set out in Section 7 of the report as soon as practicable, and no 
later than 31 March 2010.
CB-81
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM VALUE FOR MONEY SCRUTINY GROUP TO CABINET – TRANSPORT SERVICE REVIEW
Key decision identified as Scrutiny Leadership Board Reports in the Forward Plan published on 16 September 2009.

Councillor W.L. Tomlinson, Chairman of the Value for Money Scrutiny Group, presented the recommendations of the Group following scrutiny of the Transport Service Review report which had been endorsed by Cabinet on 21 July 2009. The Group were disappointed that they were not directly consulted regarding the proposals prior to their presentation at Cabinet, and did not have the opportunity to feed into the process. Nevertheless, it was recognised that the relevant Cabinet Member(s) should have been invited to attend the VfM Group’s meeting on 9 September 2009, and that this would happen in relation to discussion of any future Service Reviews. The Group broadly welcomed the thrust of the Transport Services Review in seeking to maintain or improve the standard of services whilst making savings. However, Members felt a little uneasy with the terms of the contract and whether the Council was obtaining best value for money from the fees payable to the consultants. The Group’s detailed recommendations were set out in the report.
Councillor A. Lawrence, Cabinet Member for Resources, presented the Cabinet’s response to the Scrutiny Group’s recommendations. In response to the comments regarding proposals for Post 16 travel, it was stressed that no final decisions had been taken, and that all possible options were being explored. Any decisions would also have to take into account the proposals for extending post 16 provision across the Borough. 
RESOLVED –  that the recommendations made by the Value for Money Scrutiny Group be noted, and the Cabinet’s response, as set out in the report, be approved.
The meeting ended at 5.22 p.m.
Signed for the purposes of the Decision Notices

Jonathan Eatough
Head of Legal Services
Date:  19 October 2009





Signed:  ………………………………..






Date:      …………………………………

