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GRANVILLE COUNTRY PARK LOCAL NATURE RESERVE - BYELAWS
REPORT OF HEAD OF PLANNING & TRANSPORT
1.0
PURPOSE
1.1 For the Licensing Committee to consider a recommendation to Council.
	2.0
RECOMMENDATIONS
2.1 That Council is recommended to approve the revocation of the existing byelaws known as ‘District of The Wrekin Council Granville Country Park Local Nature Reserve Byelaws’ as shown at Appendix A on the site shown at Appendix B.
2.2  That Council is recommended to approve the re-application of the Byelaws to the whole site known as “Granville Country Park Local Nature Reserve” as shown at Appendix C.



3.0 SUMMARY

3.1
On 9th June 2009 Cabinet:

3.2
Approved the de-declaration of the existing “Granville Country Park Nature Reserve Declaration” (also known as ‘District of The Wrekin Council Nature Reserve Number 1 Declaration 1989’) and the simultaneous re-declaration of the amended and extended “Granville Country Park Local Nature Reserve”;
3.3
Delegated authority was given to the ‘Head of Legal Services’ to take steps, if necessary, to revoke the existing byelaws and reapply the byelaws to the whole site known as “Granville Country Park Local Nature Reserve” (the “LNR”).

3.4
There are existing byelaws upon the LNR which were created by the Secretary of State in September 1993. The Government department Defra has confirmed that where an LNR to which byelaws apply is extended or part is de-declared it is necessary to revoke the byelaws and new ones approved for the amended area of land.

3.5
The making, variation or revocation of bye-laws, is a function of the Licensing Committee and Council.
4.0
PREVIOUS MINUTES
4.1
Cabinet report 9th June 2009 entitled ‘Amendment and Extension of Local Nature Reserve – Granville Country Park’. Minute reference CB-14 – 9th June 2009
5.0
INFORMATION
5.1
“Granville Country Park Local Nature Reserve” is in the process of being amended and extended under Section 21 of the ‘National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949’. There are existing byelaws upon the LNR (Appendix A), which were created by the Secretary of State in September 1993 and are based on Defra’s model byelaws. The purpose of the byelaws is to protect the scientific interest of the LNR from potentially damaging activities.  

5.2
It is proposed that the existing byelaws are re-applied unchanged as they are based on the model byelaws outlined in Defra’s guidance, “A Guide to Making Local Nature Reserves Byelaws”.
5.3
Defra recommends that informal consultation with local residents, the police and other interest groups should be undertaken, especially if the byelaws are potentially controversial. As it is proposed to reapply the existing byelaws, which are based on the model byelaws, it is believed that they are not controversial.

5.4
As recommended, the Council has carried out consultation with local residents and interest groups through the Granville Steering Group, which includes representatives the Friends of Granville, Cllr Nigel Dugmore (Muxton Ward) and Shropshire Wildlife Trust. The group supported the proposal and accepted the byelaws without change. Internal consultation within the Council has been carried out and no comments or objections to the proposal were made. Lilleshall & Donnington Parish Council considered the byelaws at their meeting on the 7th September and no objections to the proposal were made.
5.5
The Licensing Committee are required to make a recommendation to Council. 
6.0
EQUALITY & DIVERSITY
6.1
All members of the community should have the opportunity to benefit from the diverse range of species and habitat present in the Borough. Research has shown that improving the provision of and access to natural green space can be valuable to a wide range of groups within the community, especially children and young people.
7.0
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
7.1 The impacts of this proposal are environmentally beneficial. 
8.0 LEGAL COMMENT
8.1
The Local Authorities (Functions & Responsibilities) (England) Regulations 2000, Schedule 1, Regulation 2(1) states that functions relating to making, amending, revoking or re-enacting byelaws must be the responsibility of the Council and is a non-delegated function of the Licensing Committee. 
There are existing byelaws upon the LNR which were created by the Secretary of State in September 1993. Where an LNR to which byelaws apply is extended or part is de-declared it is necessary to revoke the byelaws and seek the approval for the new ones for the amended area of land. There are procedural formalities to complete so as not to undermine the enforceability of the byelaws and after the consultation period confirmation of the byelaws will be sought from the Secretary of State. 
9.0
LINKS WITH CORPORATE PRIORITIES
9.1
While the proposals described in this paper will help support many of the corporate priorities it is “Priority 3: Maintaining a High Quality, Attractive and Sustainable Environment” that provides the closest link. Designation of Local Nature Reserves also helps to protect and enhance the natural environment and Biodiversity of the Borough, a key objective in the Environment Sub Priority Plan 1.
10.0
OPPORTUNITIES AND RISKS
10.1
The opportunities and risks associated with this decision have been identified and assessed. Arrangements will be put in place to manage the risks and maximise the opportunities that have been identified. 

11.0
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
11.1 The extension of byelaws to the wider area as recommended in this report is not anticipated to increase costs above a level which can be contained within existing budgets. 

12.0
WARD IMPLICATIONS
12.1
These proposals affect Muxton Ward although the benefits will also be available to residents of the Borough as a whole. 
13.0
BACKGROUND PAPERS

A Guide to making Local Nature Reserve Byelaws (Defra, 2007)



Local Nature Reserves in England: A Guide to their selection and declaration (English Nature)


Local Nature Reserves: places for people and wildlife (English Nature)
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