
LICENSING COMMITTEE
Minutes of a meeting of the Licensing Committee held on Wednesday, 18th November 2009 at 9.30 am in the Quaker Room, Meeting Point House, Telford
PRESENT:
V.A.Fletcher (Chairman), E.J.Greenaway (Vice-Chairman), R.G.Chaplin, R.E.Groom, Y.C.Hicks, T.Kiernan, A.A.Mackenzie, C.N.Mason, C.F.Smith and A.G.P.Williams.
LC-78

MINUTES
RESOLVED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Committee held on 9th November be confirmed and signed by the Chairman.
LC-79

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors J.A.Francis, H.Rhodes and K.L.Tomlinson.
LC-80

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The following Councillors declared personal interests in relation to LC-81 and LC-82 as they were members of the listed consultees in relation to the these particular items.
Councillor R.G.Chaplin – Member of Wellington Town Council

Councillor T.Kiernan – Member of Wrockwardine Parish Council and Trustee of Admaston House

Councillor V.A.Fletcher – Member of St.Georges & Priorslee Parish Council

Councillor R.E.Groom – Member of CAMRA

Councillor C.N.Mason – Member of Lilleshall & Donnington Parish Council

Councillor A.A.Mackenzie – Member of Madeley Parish Council and also Mrs.V.Bagnall (Employer) who had made an individual representation in connection with minute number LC-81.
LC-81
REVIEW OF STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY – LICENSING ACT 2003
The report of the Business Manager – Public Protection: Adults & Community Well-being was received which sought the Committee’s approval to recommend to Full Council the revised Statement of Licensing Policy under the provisions of the Licensing Act 2003 following an extensive consultation exercise that had recently been completed.

Members were reminded that in accordance with Section 5 of the Licensing Act 2003 the Council was required to review, consult, determine and publish a Statement of Licensing Policy every three years in which it detailed how it would exercise its licensing functions under the 2003 Act.

The Committee were reminded that the first Statement of Licensing Policy under the provisions of the Act was published on the 7th January 2005 with the first statutory review being published in January 2008 following Council approval in November 2007. It was mentioned that this review would also require to be approved at the Full Council meeting that would be held on 26th November 2009 in order to be formally published by the 7th January 2010.

The Licensing Operations Manager advised the Committee that the formulation of this revision of the Statement of Licensing Policy had progressed through two periods of consultation lasting twelve weeks each and the responses that had been received were stated within the report with any amendments to the Statement being shown in either blue or red ink. The first consultation commenced on 14th November 2008 and ran for 12 weeks, with consideration being given to all relevant responses as were detailed in Appendix B of the report, as far as was possible within the remit of the Licensing Act 2003. The responses to the first consultation shaped the revised document which was submitted to the second period of consultation from 25th June 2009 to 13th October 2009. The responses were combined with legal interpretation, case law and information from staff who have been working in the Licensing Service, since the implementation of the Licensing Act 2003.  
The Committee were also advised of further legislative changes that had not been included as these changes had been introduced during the consultation periods and could not be included within the Statement part of the way through the consultation process. These changes related to regulations that had been enacted in connection with minor variations to premises and the removal of the requirement for a named Designated Premises Supervisor for Community and Village Halls. It was pointed out that these particular requirements would be considered during a later review.

It was also noted that particular Sections had been added to the policy on busking, the licensing of public spaces, lotteries, tombola etc, which were the subject of frequent queries to the Licensing Service. It was anticipated that the inclusion of these within the Policy would reduce the administrative burden on the authority of advising over the telephone on such queries, and allow officers to devote more time to work that will add to more customer value focussed activities. The policy had also been revised to ensure the document was more user-friendly for applicants, officers, responsible authorities and the public. 

RESOLVED – that Council is recommended to approve the revised Statement of Licensing Policy for the Licensing Act 2003 for the Borough of Telford & Wrekin subject to an amendment on page 14 in Paragraph 5.7 – Raffles and Tombola with the second paragraph to read as follows:

If any of the above requirements are not met, then a temporary event notice or premises licence will be required.
LC-82
REVIEW OF STATEMENT OF LICENSING PRINCIPLES – GAMBLING ACT 2005
The Committee received the report of the Business Manager – Public Protection: Adults & Community Well-being which presented for approval a revised Statement of Principles for the Borough of Telford & Wrekin in accordance with the provisions of the Gambling Act 2005.
The current Statement of Licensing Policy for the Gambling Act 2005 was written in 2006 and came into effect in January 2007, it was noted that the policy statements had to be reviewed every three years as a statutory requirement. This document was the first review of the Telford & Wrekin Statement of Licensing Policy since it was first published in January 2007. The revised Statement of Licensing Policy now referred to as a Statement of Principles which was the subject of this report, would need to be approved by Full Council and published on 3rd January 2010 to take effect from 31st January 2010. It was mentioned that subject to the Committee’s approval the Statement of Principles would be submitted to the Full Council meeting to be held on 26th November 2009.
The draft review of the Statement of Principles had been prepared in the light of three years’ experience and interpretation of the current policy which was written before the Gambling Act 2005 came into effect. The Gambling Commission had also produced updated guidance twice since the original Statement of Principles was agreed. This new Statement of Principles took into account the amendments to their Guidance made by the Gambling Commission to date. 

The Committee were informed that In terms of consultation, this review was carried out in accordance with the Cabinet Office Code of Practice over a 12 week period from 21st July 2009. A full list of those who had been consulted as part of the review of the Statement of Principles were listed within Appendix A of the report. Members noted that not many consultation responses had been received.  

The revised Statement of Principles for consideration and approval was attached to the report at Appendix D. 
The Committee were also informed that the Licensing Service had received a number of initial enquiries in connection with the licensing of Casinos. It was highlighted that this might become of greater interest particularly when the Town Centre was subsequently re-developed. Members were reminded that the Council had not formally resolved the position as to whether to approve or otherwise the receipt of such applications but that it would be anticipated that the Council might need to proceed to consider such a resolution in the future. Accordingly there was no reference within the revised Statement of Principles in relation to the licensing of casinos.
RESOLVED – that Council is recommended to approve the revised Statement of Licensing Principles for the Gambling Act 2005, to take effect from the 31st January 2010 for the Borough of Telford & Wrekin.
LC-83
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it may involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A Local Government Act 1972.
LC-84
MR.KS. – APPLICATION FOR A PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE DRIVER LICENCE

N.B. Prior to the commencement of this particular hearing both Councillors A.A.Mackenzie and C.F.Smith confirmed that they knew the representative of the applicant. Following discussion it was agreed by all parties that Councillors Mackenzie and Smith could remain in the meeting in order to consider and determine the particular hearing.
After hearing the evidence presented by the Council’s Licensing Operations Manager and the applicant and his representative in accordance with the hearings procedure and following consideration and discussion by the Committee, it was;
RESOLVED – that the Committee considered that they were satisfied that the applicant was a fit and proper person to be licensed as a Private Hire Vehicle Driver and that accordingly his application should be granted subject to the receipt of a satisfactory second referee with delegated authority being granted to the Council’s Licensing Operations Manager to approve the adequacy of the reference. 
The meeting ended at 12.00 noon.
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