TELFORD & WREKIN COUNCIL 

CABINET - 9th JUNE 2009
PLAYBUILDER FUNDING FROM DEPARTMENT for CHILDREN, SCHOOLS and FAMILIES (DCSF)
REPORT OF CORPORATE DIRECTOR FOR ENVIRONMENT & REGENERATION
1. PURPOSE
1.1
To outline the requirements of the National Playbuilder Programme. 

1.2
To outline the outline project plan and gain approval for the Year 1 Projects, these will ensure that funding is utilised to ensure best ‘play’ value from the Playbuilder Programme. .

3.        SUMMARY
3.1 It is recognised that play is a vital ingredient of a happy and healthy childhood, supporting children’s physical, emotional, social and educational development. 

3.2 The Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) are investing £235 million in up to 3,500 play areas across the country targeted at 8 – 13 year olds.  Pathfinder and Playbuilder programmes have been developed nationally to deliver this play areas target.  30 local authorities are designated Pathfinder’s the remainder, including Telford and Wrekin, are within Playbuilder Programme.
Each Playbuilder Authority is receiving approximately £1.1 million capital to develop a minimum of 22 public play spaces in their local area.  There will also be additional revenue funding of around £45,000 to support the delivery of projects.
3.3 The DCSF have accelerated the national roll-out so that children can benefit from this investment as soon as possible. From April 2009 every local Authority has been allocated funding.
3.4 The DCSF have contracted Play England as their national delivery partner. Play England will provide all local Authorities with access to expertise, planning advice and guidance. Play England is looking for the creation of inspiring play spaces that will please, excite, challenge and satisfy children.
3.5 Telford and Wrekin Council submitted the required Playbuilder Project Plan to the DCSF in April 2009, in order to provide them with details of how the Council will develop and manage the programme.
4.0
PREVIOUS MINUTES

Cabinet Report: ‘Play Opportunities Action Plan’ 26th February, 2007
5.0   
BACKGROUND
5.1
Telford and Wrekin Council have had confirmation by the DCSF that the Authority has been allocated £1.1 million capital funding through this programme.  The Playbuilder programme requires the Council to build or upgrade a minimum of 22 play spaces over a period of two years (11 per annum), April 2009 to March 2011. 
5.2 The Council were sent Terms and Conditions in February 2009 outlining that draft project plans were to be completed by end of February 2009.  The DCSF provided feedback in the authorities outline project plan in March 2009 and the revised project plans we re-submitted on the 31st March 2009 for approval.
5.3 To enable the Council to deliver the programme there will be a requirement for the Council to:

· Establish a Play Partnership

· Have strong strategic leadership with the Children’s Trust integral to the process and taking a lead on the programme.

· Engage children, young people and their parents in the design of the play area 
· Appoint a project lead within a project group made up of representatives from across the Council, in particular involving procurement, planning, C&YP services and legal.
5.4 The Council will need to confirm which play spaces will be prioritised for investment and delivery over the two year period. The Council’s Play Strategy provides the foundation for selecting projects. The year one Playbuilder play spaces, 11 in all, can be seen as Appendix 1. Selection of year one projects were identified through the councils Play Strategy recommendations, consultation with Parish and Town Councils, and the need to select projects that were unlikely to be delayed by planning issues due to the tight timescales for delivery. 
Part of the initial consultation included all Telford & Wrekin Parish Chairman and Clerks being invited to meet with officers to discuss Playbuilder and their local parish play needs. Their comments have been considered and incorporated into the project plan and the selection of the Year 1 projects.  The Year 2 projects are being considered and will need to be confirmed by January 2010.
However, this is also an opportunity for the Council to review its Play Strategy and strengthen links with Town & Parish Councils and local children and young people by engaging and consulting them in the process.  
This Playbuilder programme will compliment the Councils Play investment programme supported by Section 106 finance, the Corporate Capital programme and Big Lottery funding.

6.0  
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
6.1 Telford & Wrekin Council have been allocated capital funding of £528,551 in 2009/10 and £595,787 in 2010/11 (a total of £1,124,338) to develop 22 play areas in the Borough over 2 years. This grant can be used for capital expenditure only. A statement of expenditure for 2009/10 certified by the section 151 Officer is required to be submitted by 30th June 2010. The conditions of the grant state that only 5% of any unspent grant at the end of 2009/10 can be carried forward into 2010/11 to meet “imminent expenditure” with the remaining balance to be repaid to DCSF. With this in mind it is essential that 11 play areas are developed in each year in order to maximise the use of this grant.

6.2 Revenue funding of £27,120 in 2009/10 and £18,180 in 2010/11 (a total of £45,300) has also been allocated. This can be used to fund project management costs associated with delivering the capital element of this project. Any unspent element of this grant remaining at the end of 2009/10 must be repaid to DCSF. There is no provision for carry forwards. The revenue grant is also subject to certification by the section 151 officer with a return due for submission by 30th June 2010.

6.3 If the conditions of the grant are not adhered to for either the capital or revenue allocations then the whole or part of the grant may be required to be repaid to DSCF.

6.4
It is anticipated that there will be no additional funding requirements from the Council for this programme. However, there may be on-going maintenance costs as a result of ‘new’ play facilities provided or additional maintenance funding required for any additional equipment provided within each project.  This will be identified on an individual project basis and partnership resources will be sought and agreed to address any additional funding requirements.
7.0
LEGAL COMMENT 
7.1  
The provision of the monies from the DCSF is subject to DCSF standard terms and conditions and guidance.  Officers are aware of these requirements and will ensure compliance.

7.2
There are no direct legal implications arising from this report.

8.0
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
8.1 The impacts of this proposal are environmentally beneficial.
9.0 
LINKS WITH CORPORATE PRIORITIES
9.1
The framework is linked to a number of priorities including:
· A community that is healthy, cared for and well housed

· A place that is attractive, with a high quality sustainable environment

· A community that is strong, cohesive and socially inclusive
10.0
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
10.1  
Every effort is made to assist user needs when accessing each of the play areas to ensure that wherever possible we are able to provide them with the facilities that they require in a manner that is beneficial to them. 
10.2
An Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) will be undertaken on the Playbuilder Programme at the start of the programme and reviewed and updated during the project life cycle.

11.0
WARD IMPLICATIONS 

11.1
Borough wide
12.0
BACKGROUND PAPERS


Playbuilder Programme, Telford & Wrekin Project Plan. 
Report prepared by: Clare Turner Playbuilder Project Manager


















































































































2.	RECOMMENDATIONS





That Telford & Wrekin Council agree to the Terms and Conditions of the National Playbuilder Programme in order to progress the projects.





To support the outline project plan and the Year 1 projects.









