TELFORD & WREKIN COUNCIL
LICENSING COMMITTEE – 24 JUNE 2009
CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENT OF ELECTORAL REGISTRATION OFFICER AND RETURNING OFFICER
REPORT OF HEAD OF LEGAL SERVICES
1.
PURPOSE
1.1  To seek Council approval for the confirmation of the appointment of the Council’s Chief Executive as the Council’s Electoral Registration Officer and Returning Officer in accordance with the Representation of the People Act 1983. 
	2.
RECOMMENDATIONS
2.1 Council is asked to confirm that 

(i) the Council’s Chief Executive is appointed as Electoral Registration Officer in accordance with Section 8(2)(a) of the Representation of the People Act 1983;
(ii) the Council’s Chief Executive is appointed as Returning Officer in accordance with Section 35(1) of the Representation of the People Act 1983.




3.
INFORMATION
3.1   At Telford and Wrekin Council it has been custom and practice for the Council’s Chief Executive to be appointed as Electoral Registration Officer and Returning Officer.  The Council’s Chief Executive resigns with effect from 31 July; an Interim Chief Executive has now been appointed, and a new Chief Executive will be appointed in due course.  The above recommendations are intended to ensure continuity in these two statutory offices.

3.2  An amendment will be made to the Council's Responsibility for Functions List (Local Government Act 200, Local Government Act 1972, Section 100(g)(2)) as follows, within that section relating to Licensing Committee Functions:

	Functions
	Decision Making Body
	Delegation of Functions

	Electoral Registration Officer and Returning Officer, being independent officers of the Crown, appointed under statute, namely the Representation of the People Act 1983

Licensing Committee, 24 June 2009, Minute
	Licensing Committee
	The appointment


4.
OTHER MINUTES
NONE
5.
OTHER INFORMATION
5.1
Equality and Diversity
Equality and diversity has been considered in an appropriate manner.

5.2
Environmental Impact

There are no such implications.

5.3
Legal Comment
The offices of Electoral Registration Officer and Returning Officer are statutory requirements under Sections 8(2)(a) and 35(1) of the Representation of the People Act 1983.  The further offices of Acting Returning Officer at UK Parliamentary elections and Local Returning Officer at European Parliament elections and Counting Officer at Referendums follow on from these two appointments.

5.4
Links with Corporate Priorities

The Council seeks to deliver its objectives of providing leadership, accountability and high standards in local democracy.
5.5
Opportunities and Risks

The opportunities and risks associated with these proposals have been identified and assessed.  Arrangements are in place to manage the risks and maximise the opportunities that have been identified.
5.6
Financial Implications

There are no additional financial implications arising from this report.

6.
WARD IMPLICATIONS

Borough wide
7.
BACKGROUND PAPERS
Report prepared by Jonathan Eatough, Head of Legal - Tel: 01952 383202
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