
TELFORD & WREKIN COUNCIL
LICENSING COMMITTEE – 30th JUNE 2009
GAMBLING ACT 2005 – STATEMENT OF LICENSING PRINCIPLES
REPORT OF THE REGULATION & RESILIENCE MANAGER

1. PURPOSE

1.1
To inform the Licensing Committee of a review of Telford & Wrekin Council’s Statement of Principles in respect of the Gambling Act 2005.

3.
SUMMARY

3.1
The Borough of Telford & Wrekin, as the Licensing Authority, is required under the Gambling Act 2005 to publish a Statement of Licensing Policy in respect of matters that it proposes to apply when exercising its functions.

3.2
Section 349 of the Gambling Act 2005 requires licensing authorities to prepare a “statement of the principles that they propose to apply in exercising their functions” under the Act, which will be applicable to a three year period, and to publish the Statement.
PREVIOUS MINUTES

4.1 Reports in relation to the introduction of the Gambling Act 2005 and have previously been considered and approved by the Licensing Committee on 13th March, 24th May 2006 and 13th November 2006.

5.
INFORMATION

5.1
Background

5.1.1 The Licensing Authority will prepare a document for consultation which will take place between 21st July 2009 and 13th October 2009.
5.1.2 The statement must be produced following consultation with those bodies and persons set out at s.349 (3) of the 2005 Act.
5.1.2
Following approval of the final Statement of Licensing Policy by Full Council and having complied with statutory advertisement requirements, the Policy will take effect from 31st January 2010. The statement must be produced following consultation with those bodies and persons set out at s.349 (3) of the 2005 Act.
5.1.3 
The Statement of Licensing Policy will be subject to a twelve week Consultation Process after which the matter will be brought before Members of the Licensing Committee to consider.
5.2
Equal Opportunities

5.2.1 This report adheres to the Council's Equality and Diversity Scheme and does not discriminate on the grounds of race, gender, disability, age, religion or belief or sexual orientation. 

5.2.2
During this process every effort will be made to ensure that the consultation engages the whole community.

5.2.2 The legislation is designed through the promotion of the licensing objectives to take account of the interests of local residents and businesses and the protection of children and other vulnerable persons from harm in determining any application.

5.3
Environmental Impact

5.3.1
Not applicable for the purposes of this Report.
5.4
Legal Comment
5.4.1
Section 349 of the Gambling Act 2005 sets out the requirements for a three year licensing policy. A licensing authority shall before each successive period of three years prepare a statement of the principles that they propose to apply in exercising their functions under this Act during that period and publish the statement. As the current statement of principles is due to expire early next year the Council needs to commence the process for the successive three year period. In preparing such a statement the Council will need to carry out a consultation with the bodies and persons set out in section 349(3) of the 2005 Act. The consultation period will last for a period of 12 weeks after which the statement of principles will come before Full Council.
5.5
Links with Corporate Priorities

5.5.1
Gambling Act 2005 is likely to be relevant to a number of the Corporate Priorities 

5.6 
Opportunities and Risks

5.6.1
In proposing the decision to be made concerning the review of the Statement of Licensing Policy under the Gambling Act 2005, the Corporate Risk Management Methodology has been complied with.  This approach is not intended to eliminate risks but to identify the risks and manage them. However, not all risks can be managed all of the time and some risks may not have been identified.

5.7.2
The following key risks and opportunities associated with this decision are a failure to publish the Statement of Licensing Policy (i) by the due date of 3rd January 2010, (ii) in a form that that significantly deviates from Guidance issued under s.25 of the Gambling Act 2005 which could give rise to challenge by way of judicial review. Having identified these risks processes and procedures have been put into place to ensure that the review of the Statement of Licensing Policy is carried out in a manner and within a timescale that should minimise such a risk so far as possible.

5.7
Financial Implications

5.7.1
Not applicable for the purposes of this Report.
6.
WARD IMPLICATIONS
6.1.1 This report has Borough wide implications.

7.
BACKGROUND PAPERS
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7.2
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7.3
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7.4
 LACORS Template for Local Authority Statement of Principles published May 2009

Report prepared by, Suzanne Fisher, Licensing Operations Manager, Telford & Wrekin Licensing Service - For further information please telephone 01952-383261 or email licensing@telford.gov.uk.

RECOMMENDATIONS





That the content of this Report be noted for information purposes.






















