
LICENSING COMMITTEE
Minutes of a meeting of the Licensing Committee held on Wednesday, 24th June 2009 at 9.30 am in the Wrekin Room, Business Development Centre,Telford
PRESENT:
V.A.Fletcher (Chairman), E.J.Greenaway (Vice-Chairman), R.G. Chaplin, G.J.L. Davies, J.A. Francis, Y.C. Hicks, T.J. Hope, T. Kiernan, C.N. Mason, H. Rhodes, C.F. Smith, K.L. Tomlinson. and A.G.P. Williams.
LC-1

MINUTES
RESOLVED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Committee held on 18th May 2009 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman.
LC-2

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors G.P. Hossell and A.A. Mackenzie. 
LC-3

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
LC-4
CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENT OF ELECTORAL REGISTRATION OFFICER/RETURNING OFFICER
The report of the Head of Legal Services was received which sought approval for the appointment of the Council’s Chief Executive as the Council’s Electoral Registration Officer and Returning Officer in accordance with the Representation of the People Act 1983.
Members were informed that it was custom and practice for the Chief Executive to be appointed as Electoral Registration Officer and Returning Officer. The Committee was reminded that the current Chief Executive would be resigning with effect from the 31st July and the purpose of the report sought the appointment of the Interim Chief Executive from this date together with the new Chief Executive to be appointed in due course.

The Committee were further advised that an amendment would be made to the Council’s Responsibility for Functions List (Local Government Act 2000, Local Government Act 1972, Section 100(g)(2)) within the section that related to the Licensing Committee.

RESOLVED
(a)
that the Council’s Chief Executive is appointed as Electoral Registration Officer in accordance with Section 8(2)(a) of the Representation of the People Act 1983; 

(b)
that the Council’s Chief Executive is appointed as Returning Officer in accordance with Section 35(1) of the Representation of the People Act 1983.
LC-5
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it may involve the likely disclosure of information as defined in Paragraph 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A Local Government Act 1972. 

LC-6 
PRIVATE HEARING – MR.W.H
Members were informed by the Democratic Services Officer that an application for adjournment of the private hearing had been received. The licensee had been advised to attend at the hearing in order to confirm his application and the reasons for the adjournment application. The licensee was in attendance along with two supporters and an interpreter. The Committee were informed that the reason for the adjournment application was to enable the driver to be legally represented and that it had not been possible to organise such representation in advance of the hearing date.

The Committee were advised of the process that had been followed prior to the hearing by both the Licensing Service and Democratic Services. In view of the amount of notice that had been given to the licensee the Licensing Service stated that in the circumstances the licensee was well aware of the matters that had been placed before the Committee and had ample time to obtain any such appropriate legal advice and requested that notwithstanding the adjournment application that the hearing should proceed. 

After receiving the legal advice of the Council’s legal advisor and following a discussion it was;

RESOLVED – that the Committee were deeply concerned regarding the issue of the requested adjournment. Members considered that the licensee had been notified of the date of the hearing as early as 17 April and therefore had had over 2 months in which to put his chosen Solicitor in instructions. It was further noted that the letter of 17 April outlined the allegations against the licensee and that this should have been put before his Solicitor. Members were also concerned that the licensee had failed to instruct his Solicitor in sufficient time to allow for the hearing to proceed. The safety of the public was of utmost importance in such matters and it was with great reluctance that the request for an adjournment be approved. It was further agreed that a new date would be arranged and notified to the licensee as soon as possible. The licensee was further advised that he should notify his Solicitor of this new date as the matter will be heard on that date. If the licensee’s current Solicitor was unable to attend on the alternative date the licensee would be expected to instruct an alternative Solicitor.
The meeting ended at 10.45 am.
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