
LICENSING COMMITTEE
Minutes of a meeting of the Licensing Committee held on Tuesday, 30th June 2009 at 6.00 pm in the Reception Suite, Civic Offices, Telford
PRESENT:
V.A.Fletcher (Chairman), E.J.Greenaway (Vice-Chairman), R.G.Chaplin, G.J.L.Davies, Y.C.Hicks, T.J.Hope, T.Kiernan, C.N.Mason, H.Rhodes, C.F.Smith and A.G.P.Williams.
LC-13

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors J.A.Francis, G.P.Hossell, A.A.Mackenzie and K.L.Tomlinson.
LC-14

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
LC-15
REVIEW OF DUAL DRIVER LICENCE CONDITIONS
The report of the Regulation & Resilience Manager was received which sought approval for a revised set of conditions in relation to Dual Driver Licences.
Members were reminded that Section 48(2) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 permitted licensing authorities to attach to the grant of Dual Driver Licences certain conditions that were considered reasonably necessary. A comprehensive review of Telford & Wrekin conditions of licence for Dual Drivers had been undertaken following the Taxi Action Plan.
Telford & Wrekin Council had traditionally, in accordance with the above, attached conditions to Dual Driver Licences. A Dual Licence was where a local authority granted a driver’s licence which allowed the licence holder to drive both Hackney Carriages and Private Hire Vehicles.
The Committee was reminded that a comprehensive review of the Council’s conditions of licence for Hackney Carriages and Private Hire Vehicles and Drivers which took place in 2008 formed part of the Taxi & Private Hire Action Plan that arose from the investigations into Licensing by the External Panel and Scrutiny Commission.

The Council’s Dual Driver Licence conditions did not form part of the Council’s comprehensive review of licence conditions. The Council was now reviewing its Dual Licence Conditions in line with the recent amendments to Private Hire and Hackney Carriage Conditions of Licence.

Members were informed that the consultation process which had complied with Telford & Wrekin Council’s Adult and Consumer Care’s Principles of Consultation and also the Better Regulation Executive Code of Practice on Consultation, commenced on 23rd March 2009 and finished at 5pm on 15th June 2009.

The Council included, in the consultation process, Community Organisations, Partner Agencies, Licence Holders, Local and National Trade Associations which may have been interested in responding to the consultation. The Council also welcomed the views from members of the public, particularly those Service Users who regularly use Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicles and anyone else with an interest in the subject.  

Consultation documents had been available on the Council’s website and intranet. Paper versions were made available in the receptions of Civic Offices and Darby House and at all the Telford & Wrekin libraries.  They were also available upon request to the Licensing Service. Every effort was made to bring the consultation process for the review of the Dual Driver conditions of licence to the attention of all interested parties, by the internet and by emailing and writing to a wide variety of consultees. 

During the consultation process, the Licensing Service did not receive any responses to the Consultation Document which was attached to the report at Appendix B. Members were referred to the proposed conditions which were attached to the report at Appendix B. Members were further informed that any changes and/or amendments to conditions would be subject to grandfather rights for existing licences.
There was a general discussion in connection with Hackney Carriages acting as Private Hire Vehicles particularly in connection with the charging of passengers. The law permitted Hackney Carriages to accept advanced bookings however in connection with fares Hackney Carriages could only commence charging when a passenger sat in the vehicle. A number of Hackney Carriage licensees had raised the question as to whether an advanced charge could be imposed for disabled passengers on the basis that the majority of vehicles that were currently adapted for wheelchair bound passengers were Hackney Carriages. At the request of a licensed Hackney Carriage Driver it was currently being investigated as to whether such an advanced charge could be incorporated within the any other charge element contained within the current fares table. Members whilst accepting the comments noted that if any such advanced charge was to be incorporated on any advanced booking that charges would need to apply to all passengers and not purely disabled passengers.

RESOLVED – that the proposed set of conditions for Dual Driver Licences as outlined within Appendix B of the report be approved.    

LC-16 
GAMBLING ACT 2005 – STATEMENT OF LICENSING PRINCIPLES
The purpose of this report from the Regulation & Resilience requested the Committee to note the proposed commencement of a review of the Council’s Statement of Licensing Principles in respect of all matters within the Gambling Act 2005.
Members were informed that the Council was required under the Gambling Act 2005 to publish a Statement of Licensing Policy in respect of matters that it proposed to apply when exercising its functions. Section 349 of the Gambling Act 2005 required licensing authorities to prepare a “statement of the principles that they proposed to apply in exercising their functions” under the Act, which would be applicable to a three year period, and to publish the Statement.

The Committee was further advised that the Licensing Authority would prepare a document for consultation which would be proposed to be held for the period commencing on 21st July 2009 until the 13th October 2009. It was also required that the statement must be produced following consultation with those bodies and persons set out at s.349 (3) of the 2005 Act.

It was proposed that following approval of the final Statement of Licensing Policy by Full Council and having complied with statutory advertisement requirements, the revised Policy would be effective from 31st January 2010. 

Members were further advised that the Statement of Licensing Policy would be subjected to a twelve week Consultation Process after which the matter would be brought before Members of the Licensing Committee for final consideration.

RESOLVED – that the contents of the report of the Regulation & Resilience be noted. 

The meeting ended at 6.45 pm.
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