


BOROUGH OF TELFORD & WREKIN
Minutes of a meeting of the Borough of Telford & Wrekin held on Thursday, 25 June 2009 at 6.30 pm, at the Civic Offices, Telford.

 PRESENT:

Councillors I.T.W. Fletcher (Speaker), D.G. Allen, G. Ashcroft, D.W.D. Ashley (Deputy Speaker), R.K. Austin, R. Aveley, S. Bentley, K.T. Blundell (Mayor), S.P. Burrell, E.J. Carter, R.G. Chaplin, E.A. Clare, G.J.L. Davies, J.A. Dixon, N.A. Dugmore, A.J. Eade (Leader), V.A. Fletcher, J.A. Francis, G.M. Green, E.J. Greenaway, R.E. Groom, Y.C. Hicks, P.A.E. Homer, T.J. Hope, M.B. Hosken, S.M. Kelly, R.T. Kiernan, A. Lawrence, L. Lomax, A.A. Mackenzie, C.N. Mason, A.D. McClements,  A.A. Meredith, J.C. Minor, C.P.R. Mollett, R.A. Overton, F.R. Picken, H. Rhodes, K.S. Sahota, J.M. Seymour, C.F. Smith, A.J. Stanton, E.M. Swift, M.J. Smith, K.L. Tomlinson, W.L. Tomlinson, V. Tonks, D.R.W. White, A.G.P. Williams, H.J. Williams and D.G. Wright
23.
PRAYERS

The Reverend David Lavender, Ecumenical Dean of Telford, said prayers. The Speaker informed Members that this would be David’s last Council meeting as he would soon be taking up a new role in Wolverhampton. On behalf of all Members, The Speaker  paid tribute to David’s contribution to partnership working in Telford. This work had strengthened links between the voluntary, community and public sectors. He had also chaired the Anti- Poverty/Social Inclusion Partnership and made a valued contribution to the Local Strategic Partnership.  The Mayor presented David with two small gifts as a token of the Council’s appreciation for all of his work in the Borough. 
24.
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL

RESOLVED:
(a)
that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting and of the Special Meeting of the Council held on 21 May, 2009 be confirmed and signed by the Speaker subject to the name of Councillor J.C. Minor be added to the list of those persons present and subject to words ‘The Speaker vacated the Chair in favour of the Deputy Speaker for the following agenda item’ being deleted; 
(b)
that the minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Council held on 2 June, 2009 be confirmed and signed by the Speaker.
25.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors G.P. Hossell, U.E. Sambrook and R.M. Tyler.
26.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None

27.
COUNCILLOR UTE SAMBROOK – SIX MONTH LEAVE OF ABSENCE
Councillor R.K. Austin stated that it was his sad duty to inform Members that Councillor U.E. Sambrook had a serious illness and he, therefore, moved that a six month leave of absence be granted whilst Councillor Sambrook received treatment.  In seconding the recommendation Councillor S. Bentley told Members that he had no doubt that his close friend and colleague would battle her illness with her customary strength and vigour. Members voted unanimously in favour of the recommendation
RESOLVED –that in accordance with section 85 (1) of the Local Government Act 1972, Councillor U.E. Sambrook be granted leave of absence from her Council duties for a period of six months effective from 25 June 2009. 
28.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

a)
Mayoral Engagements

The Mayor informed Members that she had attended the recent ‘No Panic’ Conference 2009, which had offered guidance on dealing with panic attacks and phobias for both sufferers and their carers. The Mayor also highlighted her attendance at the Club 2000 annual inter-club sports day and the opening of Wellington Bus Station.  She particularly highlighted her visit to the opening of the Telford Railfreight Terminal, a project that would encourage inward investment and create an estimated 400 new jobs.
Members noted the engagements undertaken by the Mayor or the Deputy Mayor between 22nd May 2009 and 15th June 2009.

b) Awards/Achievements

(i)
The Mayor presented the Improvement & Development Agency ‘Get On’ award to David Baugh, Skills for Life Project Co-ordinator.  The award recognised the Council’s commitment to supporting and implementing the local government ‘skills for life’ strategy, which aimed to improve employee skills as part of their staff development process.  The Mayor told Members that Telford & Wrekin had been the first Council in the West Midlands to sign up to the strategy.
(ii)
The Mayor presented the Learning and Skills Council West Midlands Apprentice of the Year award to Rachel Carr, who accepted the award on behalf of Sophie Beard.  Sophie had worked as a 16+ Specialist Youth Worker and had recently gained a full time position as a Tenancy Support Officer in Housing Needs/Homeless & Temporary Accommodation. 

(iii)
The Mayor presented Rachel Carr, Senior Human Resources Officer, with the Learning & Skills Council West Midlands Macro Employer of the Year award, in recognition of the Council’s successful apprenticeship programme. 

(iv)
The Mayor presented Derek Owen, Outdoor Recreation Officer and Jonathan Esterhausen, of Monster Play Systems with the ‘Innovation of the Year Award’ for the installation of a solar powered floodlit youth centre at Norbroom Skate Park. The centre was equipped with radio and Bluetooth facilities. 

29.
APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
Cllr A. Lawrence, Cabinet Member: Resources presented the report of the Head of Legal Services.  The report considered interim arrangements to meet the Council’s statutory responsibility to appoint a Chief Financial Officer.  The Council’s Chief Financial Officer, Victor Brownlees, had been appointed as Interim Chief Executive pending the outcome of a recruitment process to appoint a new Chief Executive.  It was now necessary to appoint a Chief Financial Officer for an interim period whilst the substantive post holder was seconded or until a permanent Corporate Director: Resources was appointed.

Paul Clifford had been appointed Interim Corporate Director: Resources and as a qualified accountant was appropriately qualified to hold the role of Chief Financial Officer.  The post of Head of Finance was currently nominated as Deputy Chief Financial Officer. Following the appointment of the current Head of Finance to Interim Corporate Director: Resources, Ken Clarke had been appointed as Head of Finance & Audit and it was recommended that he be nominated as Deputy Chief Financial Officer until substantive appointments were made.

RESOLVED:

a)
That the Interim Corporate Director: Resources be appointed with immediate effect as the Council’s Chief Financial Officer, in accordance with section 151 of the Local Government Act 1972, for the period that the substantive post holder is seconded or until a permanent Corporate Director: Resources is appointed;
b)
That the Head of Finance & Audit be appointed with immediate effect as the Council’s Deputy Chief Financial Officer in accordance with Section 151 of the Local Government Act 1972, for the period that the substantive post holder is seconded or until a permanent Corporate Director: Resources is appointed.
30.
REVIEW OF POLITICAL BALANCE
The Leader of the Council, Councillor A.J. Eade, presented the report of the Head of Legal Services.  The report informed Members of changes in the Council’s political balance, following the creation of a Liberal Democrat/Independent group, and the resulting changes to the allocation of seats on Committees and Boards. 

RESOLVED -
a) 
That the change to the Council’s political balance be noted;
b) 
That the corresponding changes in the allocation of seats on the Council’s Committees/Boards be endorsed. 
31. UPDATED PARISH CHARTER FOR TELFORD & WREKIN
The Leader of the Council presented the report of the Chief Executive, which asked Members to formally adopt the updated Parish Charter, as appended to the report. 
RESOLVED – That the updated Parish Charter, as appended to the report, be formally adopted.
32.
REPORTS OF LEADER AND CABINET

(a) Report of Leader

Councillor A.J. Eade informed Members that a provisional decision had been taken to discontinue the bid to Sport England for the Telford Sports Learning and Enterprise Community (TSLEC).  He told Members that, due to the economic climate and competing priorities, investment would be spread across the Borough through the development of Learning Communities which integrated with local communities.  These facilities would be developed at six schools across the Borough over the next four years.  The plans included a pool and “whole life” fitness centre at the Abraham Darby Learning Community, sport and community rooms at The Lakeside Learning Community Centre in Stirchley, and an improved sports and leisure facility as part of the new Oakengates Learning Community. Priorslee Learning Community would receive new facilities and a new pool and leisure facilities were planned for Burton Borough School, serving the Newport area.  Work was also being undertaken with the Lawn Tennis Association with the   aim being to establish an international tennis hub at Hadley Learning Community.  He told Members that a report would go to Cabinet in due course.

Councillor R.K. Austin said that he was saddened by the decision as he felt that the TSLEC project would have been of benefit for all of the local community.  He asked why funding was not available for this project and the . Leader of the Council replied that learning communities were the best way to deliver to the whole community.  The TSLEC project had placed provision in one place and not across the Borough.  Some concerns had been expressed regarding the co-location funding for the bid as well as to some of the conditions attached to the bid.  In view of likely public sector constraints, he was not prepared to place a burden on the local taxpayer.  Councillor R.E. Groom called on the Leader of the Council to reconsider the decision. 
Councillor D.R.W. White asked whether the public would be able to access facilities based in learning communities.  Councillor S.P. Burrell Cabinet Member: Children & Young People responded that provision would be made for the community to access the facilities.  In response to a question from Councillor A.A. Mackenzie, Councillor Burrell confirmed that the Abraham Darby School facilities would be as accessible to the public as those currently at Madeley Court School.  Councillor P.A.E. Homer asked the Leader of the Council how he proposed to improve the performance of the various sports clubs which might be affected following the abandonment of the TSLEC bid.  The Leader of the Council said that the authority was well managed with low rates of Council Tax and that he considered sports facilities should be provided across the community and not in one place. Councillor J.C. Minor asked whether the decision on TSLEC would affect the Energize leisure and sports facilities and whether they would remain as municipal facilities and Councillor M.B. Hosken, Cabinet Member: Leisure, Arts & Culture, Libraries & Sport agreed to provide a written response. Councillor W.L. Tomlinson asked the Leader of the Council why the news had been announced before Council had seen a report and before partners had been consulted and he Leader of the Council responded that  this was a provisional decision and that partners had either been consulted or were in the process of being consulted.   
(b)
Report of Cabinet

The report of the Cabinet, setting out the matters determined on the 20 April, 2009, 11 May 2009, 9 June 2009 and 23 June, 2009 was received. Individual Cabinet Members reported on some of the key areas of work being undertaken by their Portfolios.  

Referring to Cabinet item 2.2.11, the Amendment and Extension of Local Nature Reserve – Granville Country Park, Councillor E.A. Clare requested information on what money had been spent on this work.  Councillor C.F. Smith asked what safeguards were in place to ensure that the industrial heritage of the area was preserved.  Councillor R.A. Overton enquired whether the Board set up to run the Granville Country Park Nature Reserve was still in operation and whether any progress reports would be provided.  Councillor C.N. Mason asked whether additional money would be available for the Granville Country Park Nature Reserve and it was agreed that a written response would be provided to these questions by the appropriate Cabinet Member. Councillor R.E. Groom asked that responses be circulated to Members and the Chief Executive confirmed that this would be done.
RESOLVED – that the Cabinet report be noted.

33.
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM CABINET 9 & 23 JUNE 2009 
a)
Homes & Communities Agencies (HCA) Funding Commitment to Support Sutton Hill Phase 1 Delivery:

Councillor E.J. Carter presented the recommendations of Cabinet contained in the report of the Head of the Integrated Housing Project. The report sough approval for acceptance of a “matched” contribution of up to £2.93m from the Homes & Communities Agency (HCA) .Councillor Carter told Members that the south Telford former New Town estates were a top priority for housing led regeneration.  

RESOLVED- That a ‘matched’ contribution of up to £2.93m from the HCA towards Sutton Hill regeneration be agreed and that to maximise the leverage of HCA funding into the area, the Council’s additional funding of £589k is approved as part of the accelerated Borough Towns/New Town Estates regeneration programme.
b)
Stoney Hill Closed Landfill Site – Summary Report and Management Plan
Councillor S.Bentley, Cabinet Member: Environment presented the recommendations of Cabinet, as set out in the report of the Head of Mobility & Development. The report raised awareness of the issues relating to Stoney Hill closed landfill site and presented budget costs for further essential work to improve the management of leachate and gas produced by the site for the protection of local residents and the environment. The report sought approval for investment to address the issues raised in the report and to allow the Council to fulfil its obligations in line with corporate priorities relating to the environment. 
RESOLVED:

(i)
That capital funding of around £444.5k be allocated over the next two years, 2009/2010 and 2010/2011, to address the priority works, as detailed in paragraph 5 of the report; 
(ii)
That an additional £350k of capital funding be allocated to support an Invest to Save opportunity for the long term management of leachate at the site, should this option prove viable following further investigation;

(iii)     That additional revenue funding be allocated to allow for the monitoring and management of the site, as detailed in paragraph 5.7 of the report.

c) Designated Public Places Order (DPPO) – Dawley

Councillor J.M. Seymour, Deputy Leader and Cabinet: Adult & Consumer Care presented the recommendations of Cabinet as set out in the report of the Corporate Director: Adult & Consumer Care. The report briefed Members on the necessary information on which to consider the implementation of a Designated Public Places Order (DPPO) in Dawley. The designated area was shown on Appendix A of the report. The DPPO would allow the Council to designate an area where restrictions on public drinking would apply. 
RESOLVED:

(i)
That the introduction of a Designated Public Places Order (DPPO) in the area identified within the Dawley Magna ward, subject to a formal review process be confirmed;

(ii)
That the legal process to be followed prior to implementation of any Designated Public Places Order (DPPO) be noted.  
34.
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT OUT-TURN REPORTS 2008-09

(i)
Financial Out-turn Report and Statement of Accounts 2008/09
Councillor A. Lawrence, Cabinet Member: Resources presented the report of the Interim Corporate Director: Resources. The report informed Members of the final outturn position for Revenue and Capital 2008/09 and presented the unaudited statement of accounts for approval. The gross Revenue budget was £366m and the net budget, for reporting purposes, was just over £117m. The Revenue outturn position was within budget with a final net underspend of £368k. Councillor Lawrence told Members performance had been good during a turbulent and challenging year. A number of service pressures had been experienced in 2008/9, notably the cost of looked after children and specialist education. Benefits had been gained from treasury activities, reduced insurance premiums and the unused element of the budget contingency. Provision had been made to meet costs associated with the Council’s initial re-structure and a contribution to BSF project costs.
Capital expenditure had ended the year under the final approved estimate, at £62.6m against an approved estimate of £77.6m. Council Tax collection (£57m), Business Rates (£63m) and Sales Ledger income (£44m) all ended the year with collection rates below target. This was a clear indication of the economic downturn and comparisons with other Local Authorities indicated that similar issues were being experienced nationally. The Council’s accounts had been completed to a very tight timescale in order to meet the Accounts & Audit Regulations deadline of presenting the unaudited Statement of Accounts to Members before the end of June. The final audited statement of accounts would be brought back to Audit Committee in September for approval. He thanked the team of officers for their hard work and good management of the Council’s finances.
Councillor R.K. Austin told Members that his group would not support the statement of accounts as they had misgivings about section 37 of the report which showed transactions with related parties. He told Members that this information should be in the preface of the report. Councillor A. Lawrence told Members that the statement of accounts was produced in the standard way and that this information had been contained in the previous years report. 

Councillor A.D. McClements was concerned at the overspend, partly due to agency staff covering Social Work posts, in the Children & Families area. Councillor J.M. Seymour, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member: Adult & Consumer Care told Members that difficulties in recruiting Social Workers were a national issue. Salary differentials had been addressed and schemes to attract staff were underway. Councillor R.A. Overton asked where the £1.3m earmarked for the TSLEC project would be spent.  Councillor Lawrence told Members that this money could go in to other areas of the Council.
RESOLVED:

(a)
that the 2008/09 Revenue outturn position, which was subject to audit by the Council’s external auditors, the related virements for 2008/09 and those for 2009/10, as detailed in Appendix IV, together with the formal Statement of Accounts, be approved;

(b)
that the Capital outturn position and related supplementary estimates and slippage set out in Appendix V and as summarised in the report, the £6 million capital allocation detailed at paragraph 7.2 of the report which provided additional investments in 2009/10 and the changes to the Borough Towns Programme, as set out in paragraph 7.3 of the report, be approved;

(c)
that the performance against income targets be noted;

(d)
that the Terms of Reference of the Audit Committee be amended to allow the Committee to approve the Council’s final, audited Statement of Accounts, as detailed in paragraph 3.4 of the report.

(ii) Treasury Management – 2008/09 Out-turn and 2009/10 to date
Councillor A. Lawrence, Cabinet Member: Resources, presented the report of the Head of Finance & Audit. The report updated Members on the 2008/09 Treasury outturn and activities this year to date. 
Treasury Management in local government was regulated by the 2001 revision of the CIPFA Treasury Management in Public Services:  Code of Practice. Telford & Wrekin Council had adopted the Code and was fully compliant with its requirements, the primary one being the formulation and agreement by full Council of a Treasury Policy Statement, which stated the policies and objectives of its treasury management activities.

A requirement of the Treasury Management Practices was the reporting to Council of both the expected Treasury activity for the forthcoming financial year (the Annual Treasury Strategy Statement) and, subsequently, the results of the Council’s Treasury Management activities in that year (this Annual Treasury report). The report detailed the Portfolio position, borrowing and investments and the Council’s response to the economic climate. Councillor Lawrence told Members that £18m of additional borrowing had been used to fund capital expenditure. No new long term borrowing had been undertaken.
Referring to the international banking crisis, he told Members that The Council

did have funds in Icelandic Banks during 2008/09; however these investments had been repaid to the Council in full, together with the interest due, before the Icelandic Banking Crisis occurred.

RESOLVED:
(a)
that the contents of the report be noted;

(b)
that the Council’s response to the economic climate be noted;

(c)
that the performance against Prudential Indicators be noted.
35.
MINUTES OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
The Council received for noting the minutes of the Plans Board of 8 & 29 of April and 20 May, 2009, the Licensing Committee of 20 and 21 of April & 18 May 2009, the Scrutiny Leadership Board of 26 March & 12 May 2009, the Personnel Board of 7 May 2009, the Standards Committee of 21 April 2009 and the Audit Committee of 31March 2009.
36.
QUESTIONS
The following Questions were asked in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 10:

a) Councillor C.F. Smith had submitted the following question:

“With the announcement that the Hadley to Oakengates road is to be closed, could the Cabinet Member for Planning & Environment assure Council that the new and diverted road will be in place before any development takes place?”

Councillor S. Bentley, Cabinet Member: Environment, responded:

“The realignment of Hadley Road will be required as part of the planning permission to allow clay to be extracted from directly beneath the existing road (planning application number W98/0714), the road will be realigned before the extraction of clay starts.

In addition we are aware that developers are currently considering a residential development of around 180 houses between Hadley Road and the railway line as a first phase of development, but have yet to formally submit a planning application. Any application will need to be supported by a transport assessment, which must identify the impact on the surrounding highway network and any necessary mitigating highways and transportation measures. Without the planning application and supporting transport assessment, it would be premature at this stage to comment on whether any changes will be required to Hadley Road until the necessary technical work is done when the planning application is submitted.”
Councillor C.F. Smith, in accordance with Rule 10.3 (e) of the Council Procedure Rules asked 
“What monies from the development will be available to the Council?”

Councillor S. Bentley responded that he would investigate and provide an answer.
b) Councillor C.F. Smith had submitted the following question:

“Can the Cabinet Member for Planning & Environment assure the Council that any housing development around Blockleys in Hadley will be fully compliant with the Local Development Framework and Regional Spatial Strategy?”
Councillor S. Bentley, Cabinet Member: Environment, responded:

“All housing development that takes place within the Borough should be compliant with the Local Development Framework and Regional Spatial Strategy. The Planning policies contained within the Local Development Framework and Regional Spatial Strategy form the basis of the Council's decision making on such matters. The policies apply to housing development proposed around Blockleys in Hadley.
 

The Council has recently issued Planning permission on land adjacent Blockleys for 70 new homes at Trench Lock 1 (W2008/1236, decision issued February 2009).
 

It is also considering another Planning application for 350 new homes on the adjacent site of the former Capewell Works (W2007/1732, application received December '07, on going discussions regarding site surveys, contributions etc.).
 

Blockleys and the house builder Persimmon, have been speaking with the Council's Planning Service regarding the development of quarry land for housing. I understand a public consultation event has been held locally to publicise the indicative plans for the development of the land between Hadley Road and the railway line. No application has yet been received, and there is no indication of when this might be.  (This proposal is also referred to in relation to Cllr. Smith’s question regarding the Hadley to Oakengates Road which is covered in the response to Question 1).”

Councillor C.F. Smith, in accordance with Rule 10.3 (e) of the Council Procedure Rules asked “What percentage of the development will be affordable and social housing?” Councillor Bentley replied that he had not seen the plans but that this would be at the normal level usually agreed.

c) Councillor A.G.P. Williams had submitted the following question:

“Can the Leader confirm that it was following the decision not to allow a Special Responsibility Allowance to the Chair of Scrutiny Corporate Parenting sub-group, despite several requests, that the member for Madeley made the decision to resign from the said position?”

Councillor A.J. Eade, Leader of the Council, responded:

“Special Responsibility Allowances for Chairmen of various Boards and Committees are recommended by an Independent Remuneration Panel.”
Councillor A.G.P. Williams, in accordance with Rule 10.3 (e) of the Council Procedure Rules responded with a further question but this was ruled out of order by the Speaker.
d) Councillor R.A. Overton had submitted the following question:

“Can the Cabinet Member for Environment tell me if Telford & Wrekin Council will be supporting the current national campaign for speeds around schools to be 20 mph by implementing this limit around its schools?”

Councillor S. Bentley, Cabinet Member: Environment, responded:

“The Department for Transport (DfT) are currently consulting on a new national road safety strategy to replace the current strategy which ends in 2010.  As part of the consultation the DfT are raising the possibility of being able to introduce 20mph zones in streets that are primarily residential in nature and are not part of any major through routes – this would also include areas where pedestrian and cyclist movements are likely to be higher such as outside schools. The DfT is also undertaking research into 20mph schemes in Portsmouth, which have been implemented without physical measures such as traffic calming to see if motorists continue to observe the 20mph speed limit.  

We are preparing a response to the consultation which will be presented to Cabinet on the 21st July. The response will set out that in principle we support 20mph zones, recognizing the fact that when hit at 30mph pedestrians have a 1in 5 chance of being killed whereas at 20mph this is reduced to 1 in 40.  

We know that many residents want 20mph limits but do not want traffic calming measures because of the visual and physical intrusion on their streets. Not all residential streets can or should be retro-fitted with traffic calming, yet all should be given the opportunity to have a 20mph limit where there is no through traffic. Local authorities need guidance from the DfT regarding how to specifically address this issue and therefore we support the proposal to look at the guidance regarding 20mph zones. 

If the DfT change their guidance on 20mph zones it would not allow the Council to introduce a blanket 20mph zone outside all schools in the borough – we would have to look at each location on its merits, but where sites outside schools meet the criteria for a 20mph zone we would seek to introduce them if it is what schools, pupils, parents and local residents want to see.
Councillor R.A. Overton, in accordance with Rule 10.3 (e) of the Council Procedure Rules asked “Can the Cabinet Member confirm that a pilot scheme existed by Ketley Infants school?” Councillor Bentley responded that he had already answered this question.
e)
Councillor R.A. Overton had submitted the following question:

“Can the Cabinet Member for Regeneration please confirm that any proposals for the regeneration of Oakengates will not have a detrimental effect on ‘The Place’ and that this valuable asset will be safe in any proposals that are brought forward?”

Councillor E.J. Carter, Cabinet Member: Regeneration, responded: 

“‘The Place’ is safe with us. All of the work done in Oakengates will be positive.”
Councillor R.A. Overton, in accordance with Rule 10.3 (e) of the Council Procedure Rules then asked if the 
“Cabinet Member could ensure that businesses were consulted with and prioritised as part of any scheme for Oakengates?” Councillor Carter replied that a scheme would be brought forward soon.
f)
Councillor A.D. McClements had submitted the following question:
“Can the Leader tell Council how many employees have left the council’s employment within the past 12 months and what is the total cost to this council of all redundancy payments, compensation, early retirement packages, money in lieu of notice, cost of working notice and additional pension payments as part of any package and what budget is this money coming from?”
Councillor A.J. Eade, Leader of the Council, responded:

“In the past twelve months 655 employees left the Council which represents a turnover figure of 9.5% of total employees.  This is well within the norm for a public sector organisation with employees leaving for a variety of reasons.

Twelve employees left the Council over the past twelve months (to end of May 2009) due to compulsory redundancy whilst two further employees left under voluntary redundancy.

In relation to the fourteen employees the Council made payments as follows:

Redundancy payments/compensation for loss 

of office





        £284,518

Early release of pension costs


          £92,126

Pay in lieu of notice/leave not taken

          £18,546








        _______








        £395,180
The fourteen redundancies will save the Council £540k in each year.”

Councillor A.D. McClements, in accordance with Rule 10.3 (e) of the Council Procedure Rules then asked if she could have a breakdown in writing and Councillor Eade agreed that this would be circulated to all Members.
(g)
Councillor E.M. Swift had submitted the following question:

“Recently, Councillor Kuldip Sahota and his wife, Suki, received extensive training for their future roles as prospective Deputy Mayor & Mayoress for the Borough of Telford & Wrekin. Could the Leader of the Council say how much this training cost the Local Authority?”

Councillor A.J. Eade, Leader of the Council, responded:

“The cost of this training, which was £225.00, was covered by the income received by this Council from charging other authorities for places.”

Councillor E.M. Swift, in accordance with Rule 10.3 (e) of the Council Procedure Rules responded with a further question but this was ruled out of order by the Speaker.  
37.
MOTIONS

In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 11 Councillor C.F. Smith moved the following Motion.
“This Council expresses its disappointment that the better recycling of small batteries and low energy light bulbs has not been addressed and calls for the relevant officers to present a report to the September Council Meeting stating how recycling of low energy light bulbs and small batteries can be made easier for all residents. The aim being to have a scheme in place by January 2010.”

The motion was seconded by Councillor L. Lomax.  A number of Members supported the idea of greater recycling. Councillor C.F. Smith, in summing up, told Members that nickel cadmium and lithium from light bulbs and batteries should not be put in to the ground.
In accordance with Rule 15.4 of the Council’s Procedure Rules a recorded vote was requested:

For: (29)

Councillors: D.G. Allen, G. Ashcroft, D.W.D. Ashley, R.K. Austin, R. Aveley, K.T. Blundell. E.A. Clare, G.J.L. Davies, G.M. Green, R.E. Groom, Y.C. Hicks, L. Lomax, A.A Mackenzie, C.N. Mason, A.D. McClements, J.C. Minor, R.A. Overton, F.R. Picken, H. Rhodes, C.F. Smith, M.J. Smith, A. Stanton, E.M. Swift, K.L. Tomlinson, W.L. Tomlinson, V. Tonks, D.R.W. White, H.J. Williams, D. Wright.
Against: (0)

Abstain: (20)

Councillors: S. Bentley, S.P. Burrell, E.J. Carter, R.G. Chaplin, N.A. Dugmore, A.J. Eade, J.A. Dixon, I.T.W. Fletcher, V.A. Fletcher, J.A. Francis, E.J. Greenaway, T.J. Hope, M.B. Hosken, S.M. Kelly, R.T. Kiernan, A. Lawrence, A.A. Meredith, C.R.P. Mollett, J.M. Seymour, A.G.P. Williams.

Absent: (2)

P.A.E. Homer, K.S. Sahota
RESOLVED – that the motion be agreed

The meeting ended at 9.23 p.m.

Speaker:  …………………………

Date:……………………………….
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