TELFORD & WREKIN COUNCIL 

CABINET - 22 JUNE 2010
LAWLEY VILLAGE GREEN AND LAWLEY PLAYING FIELDS – VOLUNTARY REGISTRATION AS VILLAGE GREENS
REPORT OF THE HEAD OF PROPERTY & DESIGN
1 PURPOSE
1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek approval to voluntarily register the land identified in the report as a village green.

2
RECOMMENDATIONS
2.1
Delegated authority be given to the Head of Property & Design to make an application for voluntary registration of the land shown outlined in red (excluding the land hatched blue) on the plans attached at Appendix A as village greens.
3
SUMMARY
3.1
A number of village green applications have been made in recent years by Lawley & Overdale Parish Council to have the land which is the subject of this report registered as a village green.
3.2
The local community has for a number of years had access to the land and as it has been perceived by residents as a community facility, the proposed action would confirm continued use by local people for recreational purposes by volunteering to register the land.  There is a small area of land within each parcel (shown hatched blue on the attached plans) which it is not possible to register due to the fact that with regard to Lawley Playing Fields there is a proposal, which has been given planning consent, to install improved play facilities (including some fencing) which is inconsistent with village green use.  In addition there is an area on the land known as Lawley Village Green which cannot be registered as the Developers of the Lawley Estate have a contractual and legal right to install an attenuation tank on the land to secure adequate drainage. 
4 PREVIOUS MINUTES
4.1
There are no previous minutes.
5
INFORMATION
5.1
Three previous applications have been made by the Parish Council in the last few years for both areas of land to be registered as village greens.  The first two were rejected by the Council in its role as independent registration authority as having insufficient evidence to support the application.  The third application is being held pending the outcome of this report.
5.2
Officers and the Cabinet Member for Housing, Regeneration & Prosperity have discussed the applications with the Parish Council and also attended a Parish Council meeting to which resulted in a satisfactory conclusion which would negate the need for the application to be fully considered by the registration authority and relevant expense incurred.
5.3
The agreement reached, which is subject to Cabinet Approval, was that the areas of land hatched in red on the attached plans would be voluntarily registered by the council as village greens.  The practical effect of this is that the land cannot be developed or used for any purposes which are inconsistent with use by local people for sports and pastimes such as dog walking, children playing,  and informal sport activities.  This is in perpetuity and so gives local residents the comfort that this land will be protected and available for this type of use.      
6
EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY
6.1
The proposals detailed in the recommendations to this report allows the remaining playing fields to be used as a village green, ensuring that the open space is available for all local people into the future.

7 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
7.1
Registering the land as village greens would ensure its future as public open space.
8
LEGAL COMMENT
8.1
Registration of land as a village green means that the land cannot be used in future for any purposes which are inconsistent with village green purposes (i.e. development of the land would be prohibited).  The Council, as registration authority, has the power to accept applications for voluntary registration of village greens and the power to register the land.  Ongoing legal advice regarding the application process will be given.
9
LINKS WITH CORPORATE PRIORITIES
9.1
The specific proposal will contribute to the following Priorities:
· Environment & Rural
· Active lifestyles
10
OPPORTUNITIES AND RISKS

10.1
The opportunities and risks associated with this proposal have been identified and assessed. Arrangements will be put in place to manage the risks and maximise the opportunities that have been identified.

11
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

11.1.
The land is currently owned and maintained by the Local Authority, therefore there are no additional costs associated with voluntary registration.
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12
WARD IMPLICATIONS

12.1
The sites are located within the Horsehay & Lightmoor Ward..


Ward Members
Cllr Tracey Hope



Cllr Clive Mollett
Report prepared by:

Alan Fox
Estates & Investments Manager
Tel:  (01952) 384325
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