
TELFORD & WREKIN COUNCIL
LICENSING COMMITTEE 30TH JUNE 2010
HACKNEY CARRIAGE TARIFFS
REPORT OF: SERVICE DELIVERY MANAGER - PUBLIC PROTECTION  
1. Purpose
1.1 For Members to determine whether a surcharge can be put in place for bookings made in advance to a Hackney Carriage Proprietor.

3.
Summary
3.1 The Licensing Operations Manager has received a request from the Telford Hackney Carriage Association for an additional surcharge for bookings made in advance.

4.
Previous Minutes 
4.1
None
5
Information 
5.1 Background

5.1.1 A Council may fix fares within the district under section 65 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.

5.1.2 The current fare scale has existed since 2005, when an increase in fares requested by the Hackney Carriage Association was agreed by the Council.  

5.1.3.
The Licensing Operations Manager has received a request from the Telford Hackney Carriage Association for the implementation of a surcharge for bookings taken in advance by Hackney Carriage proprietors.
5.1.4 It is an offence under the Town Police Clauses Act 1847, s58 for a Hackney Carriage Driver to charge more than the fare shown on the meter plus any legitimate charges displayed on the fare card.

5.1.5 An increased number of Hackney Carriage proprietors are lawfully acting as Private Hire Vehicles, i.e. taking advance bookings. The mileage from the taxi rank to the Pick up Point for a booking is not presently covered by the fare card and Hackney Carriage Drivers are unable to charge the customer for this mileage.

5.1.6 The Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s65 states :

A district council may fix the rates or fares within  the district as well for time as distance and all other charges in connections with the hire of a vehicle or with the arrangements for the hire of a vehicle to be paid in respect of the hire of hackney carriages....

5.1.7 A booking fee is, therefore, lawful provided it is approved by the Local Authority.

5.1.8
The Telford Hackney Carriage Association’s request for a surcharge to cover a booking fee, proposes that this is calculated in 2-mile radiuses taken from Telford Central Railway station and calculated at £2.00 per 2 miles, to a maximum of £14.00. This must be levied at all pre-booked fares.

5.1.9 Any proposed increase or change to a fare card must  be advertised in a local newspaper and a period for objections allowed. If objections are received in the specified period, the objections must be considered prior to the new fares coming into force. It is suggested that consideration of the objections is delegated to the Licensing Operations Manager, in consultation with the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Council’s Licensing Committee and if considered necessary, the matter will be brought back before the Licensing Committee. 
5.2
Equal Opportunities

5.2.1
This Report adheres to the Council's Equality and Diversity Scheme and does not discriminate on the grounds of race, gender, disability, age, religion or belief or sexual orientation.
5.3
Environmental Impact

5.3.1 
Not applicable for the purposes of this report.
5.4 Legal Comment

5.4.1   The relevant legislation is contained within the body of the report.
5.5
Links with Corporate Priorities

5.5.1
 This report has links to community protection and cohesion.

5.5 Financial Comment
5.6.1
There are no direct financial implications for the Council on the revision of the tariff charging policy. This increase in fee will be met by users of the Hackney Carriage service, and will benefit the Operators.

5.7 Risks and Opportunities

5.7.1
In proposing this action the Corporate Risk Management Methodology has been complied with. This approach is not intended to eliminate risks but to identify the risks and manage them. However not all risks can be managed all of the time and some risks may not have been identified.

5.7.2 The following key risks and opportunities associated with this action have been identified and assessed and arrangements will be put in place to manage them.
The following key risks and opportunities associated with these decisions is :
· a failure to publish Hackney Carriage Tariffs as prescribed by Regulation could give rise to a judicial review of the process leading to that failure. 
· an appeal against the fares set by means of a Judicial Review.

6.
Ward Implications
6.1 This report has Borough wide Implications

7.
Background Papers
7.1
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976
7.2
Town Police Clauses Act 1847

Report prepared by, Suzanne Fisher, Licensing Services, Darby House - For further information please telephone 01952-383261 or email Licensing@telford.gov.uk
Appendix A
Proposed Fare Card

	Hackney Carriage Fare Card

	
	
	

	RATE 1
	For hiring begun between 7 am and 12 midnight
	

	
	
	

	
	For the first 439.98 yards ( ¼ mile) or 150 seconds or part thereof or a combination of both
	£2.00

	
	
	

	
	For each subsequent 146.66 yards or 50 seconds or part thereof or a combination of both
	£0.10p

	
	
	

	RATE 2
	For hiring begun between 12 Midnight and 7am and Christmas Eve and New Years Eve from Midnight to Midnight
	

	
	
	

	
	For the first 439.98 yards (1/4 mile)or 150 seconds or part thereof or a combination of both:
	£2.50

	
	For each subsequent 146.66 yards  or 50 seconds or part thereof or a combination of both: 
	£0.15p 

	
	
	

	RATE 3
	Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Years Day for hirings begun between Midnight to Midnight
	

	
	
	

	
	For the first 439.98 yards (1/4 mile) or 150 seconds or part thereof or a combination of both:    
	£4.00p

	
	
	

	
	For each subsequent 146.66 yards or 50 seconds or part thereof or a combination of both:
	£0.20p

	
	
	

	EXTRA CHARGES:
	For each passenger in excess of one:

For luggage (Shopping – Maximum Charge):

Note – Wheelchairs do not count as luggage
	£0.10p

 £0.20p

	
	For Dogs (excluding all Assistance Dogs):

Bank Holidays Surcharge : (Excluding Christmas & New Year Period.)

Where a Hackney Carriage Vehicle is pre-booked with the driver. The driver is permitted to charge an additional ‘booking fee’ on top of the metered fare as outlined above.   The booking fee is calculated in 2-mile radiuses taken from Telford Central Railway station and calculated at £2.00 per 2 miles, to a maximum of £14.00. This must be levied at all pre-booked fares.


	£0.20p

                   £1.00

	
	
	

	For any disputes, enquiries or concerns regarding these charges, please contact :
Licensing Service, Darby House, Lawn Central, Telford, TF3 4LB. Tel 01952 383268 

Email – licensing@telford.gov.uk


	Always quote either the vehicle registration number or the driver’s badge number, or the taxi plate number listed below.
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                                                    Plate No.



Current Fare Card

	TABLE OF FARES FOR HACKNEY CARRIAGE VEHICLES

	
	
	

	RATE 1
	For hiring begun between 7 am and 12 midnight
	

	
	
	

	
	For the first 439.98 yards or 150 seconds or part thereof or a combination of both
	£2.00

	
	
	

	
	For each subsequent 146.66 yards or 50 seconds or part thereof or a combination of both
	£0.10p

	
	
	

	RATE 2
	For hiring begun between 12 Midnight and 7am and Christmas Eve and New Years Eve from Midnight to Midnight
	

	
	
	

	
	For the first 439.98 yards or 150 seconds or part thereof or a combination of both:
	£2.50

	
	For each subsequent 146.66 yards  or 50 seconds or part thereof or a combination of both :
	£0.15p 

	
	
	

	RATE 3
	Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Years Day for hirings begun between Midnight to Midnight
	

	
	
	

	
	For the first 439.98 yards or 150 seconds or part thereof or a combination of both:    
	£4.00p

	
	
	

	
	For each subsequent 146.66 yards or 50 seconds or part thereof or a combination of both:
	£0.20p

	
	
	

	EXTRA CHARGES:
	For each passenger in excess of one:

For luggage (Shopping – Maximum Charge):
	£0.10p

 £0.20p

	
	For Dogs (excluding all Special Needs Dogs):

Bank Holidays Surcharge : (Excluding Christmas & New Year Period.)
	£0.20p

          £1.00

	
	
	

	COMPLAINTS TO

	THE PRINCIPAL LICENSING OFFICER, LEGAL & DEMOCRATIC SERVICES,                                DARBY HOUSE, LAWN CENTRAL, TELFORD. SHROPSHIRE. TF3 4LB. 

TELEPHONE: 01952 383262 / 383261

ALWAYS QUOTE, EITHER THE VEHICLE REGISTRATION NUMBER OR DRIVERS BADGE NUMBER, OR THE TAXI PLATE NUMBER LISTED BELOW
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	No 


Recommendations





2.1. It is recommended that Members :





2.1.1	Determine to go out to consultation regarding an addition of a surcharge for bookings made in advance as set out at Appendix A.





2.1.2 	That authority to consider any objections in respect of the proposed increase is delegated to the Licensing Operations Manager following consultation with the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Committee. If considered necessary, the matter will be brought back before the Licensing Committee.








4
5

