TELFORD & WREKIN COUNCIL
LICENSING COMMITTEE – 2ND SEPTEMBER 2010
COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW – HADLEY AND LEEGOMERY PARISH WARD OF THE PARISH OF HADLEY AND LEEGOMERY – AGREEMENT OF FINAL PROPOSALS DOCUMENT
REPORT OF HEAD OF GOVERNANCE
1.
PURPOSE
1.1  
To seek Members comments on a Final Proposals document for this Review. The document incorporates the final proposals that the Council is making in this Review and invites comments on these proposals. 
	2.
RECOMMENDATIONS
2.1  That the Committee adopts and publishes the Final Proposals document.




3.
SUMMARY
3.1  
At the Committee’s meeting of 1 September 2009, a letter from Hadley and Leegomery Parish Council requesting that a review be held of the Hadley and Leegomery Parish Ward of their council was considered. The Committee resolved that a Community Governance Review should be commenced by the preparation for the Committee’s consideration of a Terms of Reference document. In turn, the Terms of Reference document was published by the Committee at its meeting of 9 November 2009 and Draft Proposals were published on 30 June 2010. The only substantive submission that was received by the deadline date of 13 August 2010 was from Hadley and Leegomery Parish Council a copy of the letter is attached to this report. That submission concurred with the Committee’s Draft Proposals.
3.2
It is recommended that the Committee adopts and publishes the Final Proposals document. The proposals are that the present Hadley and Leegomery Parish Ward be divided into three parish wards – the Hadley Castle, Hadley Manor and Leegomery parish wards – for the purposes of elections to the parish council; that the ward boundaries be as outlined in the map in the List of Annexes Map 1 to the document; that there should be four councillors for each of the new parish wards, and that the commencement for these new arrangements would be the next ordinary elections of parish councillors in the Borough.
4.
PREVIOUS MINUTES
4.1
Minute LC-43 of Licensing Committee, 1 September 2009; Minute LC-69 of Licensing Committee, 9 November 2009; Minute LC-9 of Licensing Committee, 30 June 2010
5.
INFORMATION
5.1
Background
In response to the Council’s publication of the Draft Proposals in this Review, the only substantive submission that was received by the deadline date of 13 August 2010 was from Hadley and Leegomery Parish Council. That submission stated simply that “the Parish Council fully supports the proposals for revised warding arrangements as published in this consultation”. A second submission is referred to in paragraph 2.2 of the Final Proposals document now before Committee. However, that contained a misunderstanding of the issues being considered in this Review.
5. 2  What happens next? 

Publication of the Final Proposals document completes this Review, and the Committee will be invited to publish Final Recommendations a its meeting of 29 September 2010.

5.3
Equal Opportunities

There are no immediate equal opportunities implications in this Review.

5.4
Environmental Impact

There are no such implications.

5.5
Legal Comment

Part 4 of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 transferred the powers and duties to conduct Community Governance Reviews to principal councils. This came into effect on 13 February 2008. This part of the Act also specifies the main requirements for reviews.


When considering and undertaking such a review the Council must comply with all statutory requirements and must have regard to any guidance issued by the Secretary of State or the Electoral Commission.


Further legal advice will be provided if required.

On 25 September 2008 Council delegated authority to deal with all matters relating to Community Governance Reviews to the Licensing Committee.

5.6
Links with Corporate Priorities

Our Community Priority 4 is the creation of safe, strong and cohesive communities. The Terms of Reference document for this Review addressed these issues and included them among considerations that the Council will address in the Review.
5.7  
Opportunities and Risks

The opportunities and risks associated with any legislative change following on from this consultation have been identified and assessed. Arrangements would be put in place to manage the risks and maximise the opportunities that have been identified if community governance in the affected areas was to change.
5.8
Financial Implications
Under the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007, Local Authorities have the responsibility to undertake Community Governance Reviews, which includes arrangements in Parishes. The process to be followed is prescribed and will involve officer time and other associated costs, such as postages and printing. These costs will be met from within existing resources. There may also be costs associated with implementing any changes recommended, such as amending IT systems, which need to be considered as part of the review.

6.
WARD IMPLICATIONS
Hadley and Leegomery Borough Ward (which comprises the Hadley and Leegomery Parish Ward of the Parish of Hadley and Leegomery, together with the Beveley Parish Ward of the Parish of Ketley)
Apley Castle (for information)

7.
BACKGROUND PAPERS


Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007

Guidance on Community Governance Reviews (Department for Communities and Local Government and The Local Government Boundary Commission for England, revised April 2010)

Community Governance Reviews And Related Matters – Local Government And Public Involvement In Health Act 2007 – A Guide To New Legislation And Practice (Electoral Services Section, Telford and Wrekin Council, last updated November 2008)
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