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1.  Introduction
1.1  Telford and Wrekin Council received a letter from Hadley and Leegomery Parish Council in June 2009, requesting that the Council conduct a Community Governance Review of the Hadley and Leegomery Parish Ward of that Parish with a view to dividing the parish ward into three smaller parish wards.
1.2  A Review commenced on 9 November 2009, when the Licensing Committee of the Council published a Terms of Reference document and invited initial submissions from individuals or organisations who had an interest in the Review.  In the Terms of Reference, the Council published a timetable for the Review and it published a consultation strategy. 
  The period for initial submissions closed on 11 January 2010.  The Council published its Draft Proposals in this Review on 1 July 2010 and then allowed a period of six weeks ending on 13 August for comments on its Draft Proposals. 

1.3  It was the Council’s Draft Proposals that the present Hadley and Leegomery Parish Ward be divided into three parish wards – the Hadley Castle, Hadley Manor and Leegomery parish wards – for the purposes of elections to the parish council; that the ward boundaries be as outlined in the map in Annex 2 Map 3 to these Draft Proposals, and that there should be four councillors for each of the new parish wards.  These Draft Proposals, if they were to lead to Recommendations in this Review, would commence at the next ordinary elections of parish councillors in the Borough. 

1.5  Reasons were given to support the Draft Proposals.  In summary these reasons were largely outlined by the existing Council of the Parish of Hadley and Leegomery,
 and they were as follows:
· the very large size of the present Hadley and Leegomery parish ward which makes representation on the parish council of the different parts of the parish ward difficult;

· the difficulties that residents may encounter when they wish to contact a local parish councillor because they are uncertain of which of the present twelve parish councillors represents their part of the large parish ward;
· the legislative guidance in this matter, which emphasises that parish wards should reflect the different parts of one parish that otherwise possesses an overall community of identity;
· the high costs of casual vacancy by-elections for this large parish ward.

1.6  With regard to the drawing of appropriate boundaries for the proposed new parish wards, the Council was guided by legislation which requires that ward boundaries should be easily identifiable, ensuring that local ties will not be broken.  The ward boundaries that have been proposed command the support of both the Borough Council and the Parish Council, and were drawn up in correspondence dated 20 January and 3 February 2010.
  Furthermore, the Parish Council has proposed ward names that reflect the history of the different areas of the parish.
1.7  The Council did not consider that there should be an increase in the overall number of councillors on the council of the parish.  It also considered that there was much to be said in favour of a balance in councillor representation between the four proposed parish wards, with four councillors to each of the four wards allowing for a very equitable representation of the different parts of this parish on its parish council.

1.8  In drawing up these Final Proposals, the Council has been primarily concerned to identify any submissions which significantly alter and influence the reasoning behind the Draft Proposals.

2.  Submissions received
2.1  Two submissions have been received in this Review.

2.2  A submission was received by e-mail dated 5 July 2010 from Simon Mills stating his view that the parish was “not big enough to be split further” and considering that the Council was in danger of “slitting up communities instead of bringing them together”.  The Draft Proposals do not propose the splitting of the parish and community of Hadley and Leegomery; instead they propose a new warding arrangement for the election of councillors to the parish council.  This new warding arrangement is intended to enhance to cohesion of the community, by securing that no part of it loses a representative voice on the parish council.

2.3  A submission was received by letter dated 7 July 2010 from Hadley and Leegomery Parish Council confirming that “the Parish Council fully supports the proposals for revised warding arrangements as published in this consultation”.  

3.  Summary of Final Proposals
That the present Hadley and Leegomery Parish Ward be divided into three parish wards – the Hadley Castle, Hadley Manor and Leegomery parish wards – for the purposes of elections to the parish council and that the ward boundaries be as outlined in the Maps 1-3 in an Annex to these Final Proposals.
The warding arrangement of the parish council should therefore be as follows:

Apley Castle


4 councillors

Hadley Castle


4

Hadley Manor


4

Leegomery


4

That an Order giving effect to any Recommendations in this Review should implement the following commencement dates:

1 December 2010 – Publication of the Revised Register of Electors – the new register gives effect to the boundary and electoral arrangement changes;

5 May 2011 – the next ordinary elections of parish and borough councillors in the Borough – the first election to the new parish wards;

9 May 2011 – the existing parish councillors retire and the new parish councillors take up office.

4.  What happens next
	Final Proposals are published
	
	8 September

	Licensing Committee publishes the Recommendations
	One month later
	End September

	Council publishes the Reorganisation Order
	thereafter
	


There will now be a short period before the Council publishes its Recommendations in this Review, and this period allows time for any final submissions and arguments to be made covering matters which have not arisen earlier in the Review.

5.  How to contact us

Electoral Services

Telford and Wrekin Council

Malinslee House

Telford

TF3 4LD

01952 383202

reviews@telford.gov.uk
http://www.telford.gov.uk 
6.  A List of Annexes 

Map 1 – map showing the proposed warding arrangements in the Parish of Hadley and Leegomery.

Map 2 – detailed map showing proposed ward boundary between the proposed Hadley Castle and Hadley Manor parish wards;
� Terms of Reference, Tables 7.1-2 and Annex 5.


� Copies of the Terms of Reference and Draft Proposals documents are available from our contact address at section 6 below or at � HYPERLINK "http://www.telford.gov.uk" ��www.telford.gov.uk� 


� In a letter dated 4 June 2010 reproduced in Annex 1 of the Terms of Reference.


� Referred to in paragraph 3.7 of the Draft Proposals.


� Draft Proposals, paragraphs 3.8-10.
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