TELFORD & WREKIN COUNCIL
LICENSING COMMITTEE – 29TH SEPTEMBER 2010
HACKNEY CARRIAGE DRIVER APPLICATION PROCEDURES 
REPORT OF THE SERVICE DELIVERY MANAGER – PUBLIC PROTECTION
1. PURPOSE

1.1 For Members to consider the Council’s Hackney Carriage application procedures in relation to driver training.


3.
SUMMARY

3.1.1
The Local Authority licensing of Private Hire Driver and Dual Driver licence holders seeks to ensure that drivers offer a safe professional service to their passengers.  
3.1.2
On 29th March 2010, Members resolved to introduce the requirement for the Driver Standards Agency taxi test as part of the fitness and propriety test for all new Private Hire and Dual Drivers.

4.
PREVIOUS MINUTES

LC-133.- Licensing Committee 29th March 2010.
5.
INFORMATION

5.1 Background

5.1.1 The Driver Standards Agency taxi test is a practical assessment specifically designed for taxi and private hire drivers and is a nationally recognised safety and service delivery appraisal.  
5.1.2
On 29th March 2010 a report was presented to Licensing Committee asking Members to consider the requirement for all applicants to successfully undertake the Driver Standards Agency (DSA) taxi test prior to a licence being granted. A copy of the report is attached at Appendix A.
5.1.3
The minutes of the hearing do not reflect the report which went before Members as they do not address Hackney Carriage applicants. This report is now asking Members to consider introducing the DSA taxi test as part of the procedure for new applications for Hackney Carriage Driver Licences.
5.2
Equal Opportunities

5.2.1
This report adheres to the Council's Equality and Diversity Scheme and does not discriminate on the grounds of race, gender, disability, age, religion or belief or sexual orientation.
5.3
Environmental Impact

5.3.1
There are no perceived environmental impacts arising from this report.
5.4        Legal Comment

5.4.1
Under Section 59 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 a Council shall not grant a licence to drive a hackney carriage unless they are satisfied that the applicant is a fit and proper person to hold a driver’s licence. Similarly Section 51(1)(a) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 applies to private hire driver licences. The requirement to pass a DSA test is a matter of policy that goes towards fitness and property.

5.4.2
Under Section 57(1) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 the Council may require any applicant to submit to them such information as they may reasonably consider necessary to enable them to determine whether the licence should be granted. This could include  information as to whether or not the DSA test had been passed or not. 

5.5
Links with Corporate Priorities

5.5.1
This report has links to community protection and cohesion.

5.6 
Opportunities and Risks

5.6.1 In proposing this action the Corporate Risk Management Methodology has been complied with. This approach is not intended to eliminate risks but to identify the risks and manage them. However not all risks can be managed all of the time and some risks may not have been identified.

5.6.2 The following key risks and opportunities associated with this action have been identified and assessed and arrangements will be put in place to manage them. 

(i) The Financial risks to the Council in the event of a Judicial Review application.

5.7
Financial Implications

5.7.1
There are no direct financial implications for the Council on the revision of the policy. The drivers will be required to organise and meet the fees personally for the costs of the test.

6.
WARD IMPLICATIONS
6.1.1 This report has implications for all wards in the Borough.
7.
BACKGROUND PAPERS
7.1.1 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976

7.1.2 Road Traffic Act 1988

7.1.3 Town Police Clauses Act 1847

7.1.4 Human Rights Act 1998.

7.1.5 Public Health Act 1936.

Report prepared by, Suzanne Fisher, Public Protection Team Leader for Licensing, Telford & Wrekin Licensing Service - For further information please telephone 01952-383261 or email licensing@telford.gov.uk.

RECOMMENDATIONS





2.1	Having considered all relevant information, for members to consider amending the application procedures for Hackney Carriage Driver Licences to include the requirement for all applicants to successfully undertake the Driver Standards Agency (DSA) taxi test prior to a licence being granted.











































