
LICENSING COMMITTEE
Minutes of a meeting of the Licensing Committee held on Tuesday, 15th December 2009 at 9.30 am in the Southwater Room, Meeting Point House, Southwater Square, Telford
PRESENT:
V.A.Fletcher (Chairman), E.J.Greenaway (Vice-Chairman), R.G.Chaplin, R.E.Groom (for minute items LC-91 to LC-98 inclusive only), Y.C.Hicks, T.J.Hope (for minute items LC-91 to LC-98 inclusive only), T.Kiernan, A.A.Mackenzie (for minute items LC-91 to LC-98 inclusive only) and C.F.Smith (for minute items only LC-91 to LC-98 inclusive only).
LC-91

COUNCILLOR U.E.SAMBROOK

Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Committee held a minutes silence in respect to Councillor U.E.Sambrook who had died on the previous weekend.

LC-92

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors J.A.Francis, G.P.Hossell, C.N.Mason, H.Rhodes, K.L.Tomlinson and A.G.P.Williams.
LC-93

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
LC-94

URGENCY RESOLUTION

The Chairman stated that she was of the opinion that the following item of business should be dealt with as a matter of urgency at this meeting in order to avoid any unnecessary delay.
LC-95

TAXI MARSHALLING IN TELFORD & WREKIN
The Committee received the verbal report from the Licensing Operations Manager in relation to the Taxi Marshalling Scheme that was in operation at Pussycats, Wellington together with other current arrangements in Telford Town Centre and Oakengates.
Members were advised that the Council and various other external agencies had identified the immediate area outside the Tan Bank area and the Belmont Car Park as an area which had experienced problems with customers dispersing from the nightclub together with further problems for the Hackney Carriage trade and the Private Hire Vehicle trade together with associated traffic congestion. It had also been identified that elements of the Private Hire Vehicle trade had been identified as plying for hire. 
As a result of a number of multi-agency meetings an application for funding was submitted to the Safer & Stronger Communities Board who agreed to fund for a period of 20 weeks for Taxi Marshals to patrol and control the local area. Following a tender exercise a firm who had experience of operating similar schemes in Wolverhampton and Birmingham were contracted to provide the marshalling service. Members noted that funding at present was limited to the 20 weeks trial after which future funding would be needed to be identified. As part of the contracted service it was mentioned that four taxi marshals were located within the area on Thursday, Friday and Saturday night. Initial feedback from the scheme’s operation had indicated that the marshalling was being very effective particularly in the reduction in the number of problems that had been identified prior to the commencement of the scheme. Private Hire Vehicles were closely monitored to ensure that vehicles had confirmed advanced bookings and that Hackney Carriage vehicles were assisted in their passage to the newly established rank that had also been provided as part of the overall scheme. It was confirmed that the Hackney Carriage trade had experienced an increase in their takings as a result of the marshalling scheme. It was also reported that to assist the Taxi Marshals a business type card had been introduced which was distributed to customers of the night club to advise of the pre-booking arrangements to secure a PHV and to provide contact details for a number of PHV operators or to assist in directing people to the Hackney Carriage rank.

Members were informed of a couple of examples which highlighted the work of the Taxi Marshals and to confirm that the scheme was working. The first involved a Private Hire Vehicle in which five male passengers gained access into a vehicle which was only licensed for four passengers. The taxi marshal removed the passengers from the vehicle. The second example was where a Hackney Carriage vehicle had collected two passengers who after a short period of time became verbally abusive to the driver, after a short period of time the driver returned to the rank to request the assistance of a taxi marshal to remove the particular passenger from his vehicle.

The Committee were further informed that the marshals also undertook regular visits to monitor the taxi rank arrangements in Station Approach to ensure that the current arrangements were also working.        
In connection with the scheme outside Pussycats, the local ward member Councillor R.G.Chaplin commented that she welcomed the initiative which was working well. She hoped that it would continue in the future and that possibly it should be extended to other areas within the Borough.

The Committee were also briefly informed of the existing arrangements within the Telford Town Centre and also in Oakengates – although it was pointed out that neither centre was involved in the taxi marshal scheme.

LC-96
EXCLUSION RESOLUTION
RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they may involve the likely disclosure of information as defined in Paragraph 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A Local Government Act 1972. 

LC-97
MR.N.H. – APPLICATION FOR A PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE DRIVER LICENCE
After hearing the evidence presented by the Council’s Licensing Operations Manager and the applicant  in accordance with the hearings procedure and following consideration and discussion by the Committee, it was;

RESOLVED – that the Committee considered that they were satisfied that the applicant was a fit and proper person to be licensed as a Private Hire Vehicle Driver and that accordingly his application should be granted.  

LC-98
MR.J.A. – REVIEW OF A PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE DRIVER LICENCE
After hearing the evidence presented by the Council’s Licensing Operations Manager and the licensee in accordance with the hearings procedure and following consideration and discussion by the Committee, it was;

RESOLVED – that the Committee considered that they were satisfied that the licensee remained a fit and proper person to be licensed as a Private Hire Vehicle Driver and that accordingly he could retain his licence subject to the issuing of a written warning with such warning to remain on the licensee’s file for a period of twelve months.  

LC-99
MR.M.S. – REVIEW OF A PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE DRIVER LICENCE

After hearing the evidence presented by the Council’s Licensing Operations Manager and the licensee and his representative in accordance with the hearings procedure and following consideration and discussion by the Committee, it was;

RESOLVED – that the Committee considered that they were satisfied that the licensee remained a fit and proper person to be licensed as a Private Hire Vehicle Driver and that accordingly he could retain his licence subject to the issuing of a written warning with such warning to remain on the licensee’s file for a period of twelve months together with a further requirement that the licensee should attend a training session to be arranged by the Licensing Service to ensure that the licensee was fully aware of and conversant with the conditions of licence.  

The meeting ended at 1.35 pm.  
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