
	TELFORD & WREKIN COUNCIL

CABINET – 9 FEBRUARY 2010
REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES 2009-10
REPORT OF THE HEAD OF GOVERNANCE


1.0 PURPOSE  

1.1
To request Cabinet to appoint a representative on the Telford & Wrekin Local Admission Forum.
2.0
RECOMMENDATION
2.1
That the Cabinet Member: Children & Young People be appointed as the Council’s representative on the Telford & Wrekin Local Admission Forum.
3.0
PREVIOUS MINUTES


None.
4.0
SUMMARY

4.1
It is a statutory requirement under section 85A of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 that a local authority establishes an Admission Forum.

4.2
Cabinet is requested to appoint a representative to the Telford & Wrekin Local Admissions Forum and its is recommended that the Cabinet Member with responsibility for Children & Young People be appointed. 
5.0
INFORMATION 

5.1
Section 85A of the School Standards and Framework Act (SSFA) 1998 requires all local authorities to establish an Admission Forum.  Admission Forums provide a vehicle for admission authorities and other key interested parties to discuss the effectiveness of local admission arrangements, consider how to deal with difficult admission issues and advise admission authorities on ways in which their arrangements can be improved.  Their main focus is to consider the fairness of arrangements in their local context.  Admission authorities of all maintained schools and Academies, when exercising their functions, must have regard to any advice offered by the Forum.

5.2
Membership of the Forum

It is important that Admission Forums reflect the needs of their local community.  The membership of forums is set out in the Local Authority Reports Regulations and their membership must reflect the types of schools in the locality: a representative from each faith group represented by schools in the area; parent and community representatives; up to two local authority representatives; local employers and; other representatives, which could, for example, include service personnel, and Choice Advisers.

The membership of an Admission Forum must not exceed 20 and the membership, quorum, etc. of the Telford & Wrekin Local Admission Forum is shown in Appendix A.  

5.3
Statutory role of the Admission Forum
Admission Forums have a key role in ensuring a fair admissions system that promotes social equity and must, under section 84 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998, act in accordance with the School Admissions Code.  Part of their role is to advise local authorities and admission authorities on matters relating to school admissions and any advice that they give must then be made available to any person with an interest.  

6.0
OTHER CONSIDERATIONS  

AREA






COMMENTS

Equality & Diversity 




Not applicable

Environmental Impact



Not applicable

Legal Implications




Not applicable

Opportunities & Risks



Not applicable

Financial Implications



Not applicable

Links with Corporate Priorities


Not applicable

Ward Implications




Not applicable

7.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS
School Standards and Framework Act 1998
Report prepared by Susan Goater, Democratic Services Officer – (01952-383214)

