
CABINET

Decision Notices and Minutes of a meeting of the Cabinet held on Tuesday, 9th February, 2010 at 5.00 p.m. at the Civic Offices, Telford 

PUBLISHED ON MONDAY, 15th FEBRUARY, 2010 

(DEADLINE FOR CALL-IN THURSDAY, 18th FEBRUARY, 2010) 

PRESENT:
Councillors A.J. Eade (Leader and Chairman), S. Bentley, E.J. Carter, M.B. Hosken, S.M. Kelly, and A. Lawrence 
ALSO PRESENT:  Councillors R.K. Austin, G.M. Green and V. Tonks (Opposition Group Leaders)
CB-144
MINUTES

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on 26th January, 2010 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman.

CB-145
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillor S.P. Burrell, and J.M. Seymour
CB-146
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None
CB-147
REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES 2009-10
Non-Key decision 
Councillor S.Kelly, Cabinet Member for Efficient, Community Focussed Council, presented the report of the Head of Governance that requested the Cabinet to appoint a representative on the Telford & Wrekin Local Admission Forum.
Members were reminded that It was a statutory requirement under section 85A of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 that a local authority establish an Admission Forum.

Admission Forums provided a vehicle for admission authorities and other key interested parties to discuss the effectiveness of local admission arrangements, consider how to deal with difficult admission issues and advise admission authorities on ways in which their arrangements could be improved.  Their main focus was to consider the fairness of arrangements in their local context.  Admission authorities of all maintained schools and Academies, when exercising their functions, must have regard to any advice offered by the Forum.

Admission Forums reflected the needs of their local community.  The membership of forums was set out in the Local Authority Reports Regulations and its membership must reflect the types of schools in the locality and comprised a representative from each faith group represented by schools in the area; parent and community representatives; up to two local authority representatives; local employers and; other representatives, which could, for example, include service personnel, and Choice Advisers. 

Cabinet was requested to appoint a representative to the Telford & Wrekin Local Admission Forum and it was recommended that the Cabinet Member with responsibility for Children & Young People be appointed. 

RESOLVED –  that the Cabinet Member: Children & Young People be appointed as the Council’s representative on the Telford & Wrekin Local Admission Forum.
CB- 148
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED - that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.
CB-149
SUTTON HILL LOCAL CENTRE – RETAIL PROPOSALS AND PROGRESS REPORT
Key Decision identified as Sutton Hill Regeneration in the Forward Plan published on 15th January 2010.
Councillor E.J.Carter, Cabinet Member for Housing, Regeneration & Prosperity, presented the report of the Head of Regeneration & Housing which sought approval for the re-development of retail and associated residential units in Sutton Hill local centre and authority to make, where required, Compulsory Purchase Orders on specific properties in Sutton Hill local centre.
The Housing & Regeneration Partnership Board had been established to drive forward the delivery of housing growth and housing-led regeneration across the Borough. The Board had identified the South Telford former New Town estates as its top priority for housing-led regeneration, and was supporting the development of a project for the regeneration of Sutton Hill local centre. 

Local residents had been consulted on initial proposals for the local centre and detailed design work was underway. The report sought authority for the proposed development of new retail units in the centre, which was a key component of the wider scheme, and to make specific Compulsory Purchase Orders to acquire properties needed for the implementation of the local centre scheme. 

During the debate the option not to proceed with the Madeley Link Road on the grounds of its lack of financial viability, was supported. The Chairman sought, and received, the support from the Labour Group Leader to the proposals as outlined within the report.
Members wholeheartedly supported the proposals to regenerate the Sutton Hill Local Centre and improve the area for the benefit of the community.

RESOLVED – 
(a)
that the progress made to date with the redevelopment proposals for Sutton Hill local centre be noted;
(b)
that the residential and retail re-development as outlined in the report be approved;
(c)  

that the total capital and revenue funding as detailed within the finance comment for inclusion within the budget framework for 2010/11 to 2012/13 be approved
(d)
that the application of the capital receipt for the proposed residential units to be applied to this scheme be approved.
(e)
that delegated authority be given to the Head of Governance to make Compulsory Purchase Orders, as required, for the acquisition of specific properties adjacent to Sutton Hill local centre, as set out in section 4 of the report.

(f)
that delegated authority be given to the Strategic Housing Manager to agree changes to the Sutton Hill Funding Agreement in the light of the recommendation not to proceed with the Madeley Link Road at the present time.

CB-150
IMPROVING THE KERBSIDE RECYCLING SERVICE
Key Decision not in the Forward Plan (taken with the consent of the Chairman of the Scrutiny Leadership Board, in accordance with paragraph 2.7 of the Cabinet Decision Procedure Rules as set out in Part 4, Section 4 of the Constitution). 
Councillor A. Lawrence, Cabinet Member for Environment & Rural Area, presented the report of the Head of Planning & Transport that provided details of proposed changes to the kerbside recycling services; and also sought approval to amend the recycling services in line with the proposals contained within the report.

Recent public consultation produced a substantial response to the general question “How can we make the kerbside service better for you?”.  Around 40% of people responded that the Council should add plastics collection to the kerbside.  In addition, many people complained that they could not easily access the existing plastics banks due to mobility issues. 
Members were reminded that Cabinet approved the collection of plastics at the kerbside on 15th September, 2009 and it was intended that the roll out of the service to residents would commence in mid May 2010.

At the time that Cabinet considered the report approving the collection of plastics, consultation with residents indicated that there was a preference not to have any more receptacles.  As a result, none were proposed for plastics and it was recommended that  plastic bags should be used instead.  However, further investigation identified a more practical solution for the collection that was also more sustainable.  That was a receptacle in the form of a flexible net bag.  That would be more environmentally sustainable and over time cost less than supplying disposable bags. The net should last for at least three years,  would not create storage issues for residents and would be lightweight and easy to store.

Members welcomed the proposals, which would be an improvement to the already successful recycling scheme that the Council operated.
RESOLVED – that the changes to amend the recycling services in line with the proposals contained within this report, be approved.
The meeting ended at 5.19 p.m.
Signed for the purposes of the Decision Notices

Jonathan Eatough
Head of Governance
Date:  15th  February 2010





Signed:  ………………………………..






Date:      …………………………………

