
TELFORD & WREKIN COUNCIL
LICENSING COMMITTEE – 29TH MARCH 2010
ANIMAL BOARDING ESTABLISHMENTS ACT 1963
REPORT OF THE SERVICE DELIVERY MANAGER – PUBLIC PROTECTION
1. PURPOSE

For Members to review the Council’s conditions of licence for dog and boarding with relevance to Disease Control and Vaccination.

3.
SUMMARY

3.1.1 The Animal Boarding Establishments Act 1963 requires the proprietors of animal boarding establishments, to hold a licence issued by the Local Authority. 
3.1.2 The licence granted by the Local Authority, will stipulate a number of conditions, considered necessary or expedient in a particular case.  The aim of these conditions is to ensure that high standards of animal health and welfare are maintained in boarding establishments. The licensee must comply with any condition attached to the license.
3.1.3 The conditions now being considered by the Committee are based on recent concerns over current protocols for vaccination of companion animals (dog and cat). The major concern has been the spectrum of adverse reactions that have been associated with the administration of vaccines, and related to this, the issue of frequency of administration of vaccine boosters.
3.1.4 It is proposed to amend the current conditions attached to all animal boarding establishment licenses issued by this Local Authority for the purposes of dog boarding, to embrace modern veterinary practices and thinking.
4.
PREVIOUS MINUTES

4.1 There are no previous minutes.

5.
INFORMATION

5.1 Background

5.1.1 There is no doubt that vaccines have been the key factor in the control of serious infectious diseases and continue to play an important part in the improvement of canine and feline health. Pet owners pay to have their pet ‘protected’ by vaccination and not to protect the general dog or cat population much like the vaccinations we have before travelling abroad to protect our families and ourselves. 

5.1.2 It is widely accepted that protection afforded by vaccination is not necessarily life-long. The duration of immunity varies depending on the circumstances of the individual animal and the vaccine used. Long-term protection afforded by vaccinations varies according to the manufacturer and the antigens contained. The level of infection in the environment of many of the diseases against which we vaccinate is low. This means that it is unlikely that a vaccinated animal will come into contact with the wild strain virus to receive natural boosts to its immunity. Therefore, repeated vaccination or ‘boosters’ are necessary to maintain adequate antibodies in these cases
5.1.3 There have been much recent research and debate regarding the specific issues of booster frequencies and other problems, including those associated with injection sites (sarcoma) when administering vaccines to companion animals. Based on this research, the British Small Animal Veterinary Association emphasises the safety of current vaccines, acknowledges the potential for adverse reactions recommending new guidelines based on the concept of core versus non-core products, and the extension of current revaccination intervals. In other words rather than vaccinating every pet, every year, against every disease, steps are taken to minimise the number of vaccines given - while at the same time ensuring that each animal is adequately protected against disease. 
5.1.4 Core vaccines are those that every pet should receive, regardless of circumstance. These protect against diseases that are too dangerous to risk any absence of immunity.
Examples: 
Dogs - Parvovirus, Hepatitis, Distemper, Leptospirsosis

Non-core vaccines, on the other hand, should be used when an animal’s particular lifestyle puts it at greatly increased risk; for example boarding kennels. These vaccines can either be administered prior to the risk period (holiday vaccinations); or regularly, in those animals whose lifestyle puts them permanently at risk.

Examples:
Dogs - Kennel Cough, Canine Herpes virus, Rabies

Cats - 
Feline Leukaemia, Bordetella bronchiseptica, Chlamydiophila, Rabies

5.1.5 In conclusion the accumulated evidence indicates that vaccination protocols should no longer be considered as a ‘one size fits all’ programme. A report published by the UK Veterinary Products Committee (VPC) on feline and canine vaccination also emphasises the safety and value of vaccination, and confirms very low prevalence of adverse reactions to these products in dogs and cats. On the issue of extended booster intervals, the VPC recommends that until such time as more extensive scientific evidence is presented, there is insufficient basis to alter the manufactures recommendations for companion animal vaccines. The report suggests however, that owners might request veterinary surgeons to use revaccination intervals different from those recommended by the manufacturer (referred to as the data sheet) following an informed discussion of the relative risks and benefits.

5.1.6
It is therefore, recommended the current conditions of licence relating to disease control and vaccinations in dog boarding establishments to read:
No animal shall be admitted unless accompanied by a an up-to-date veterinary certificate showing that the animal has been vaccinated in accordance with vaccination expiry dates as endorsed on the certificate, so as to control the spread of infectious diseases.
5.1.6 A copy of the Council’s current conditions of licence is attached at Appendix A.

5.2
Equal Opportunities

5.2.1
This report adheres to the Council's Equality and Diversity Scheme and does not discriminate on the grounds of race, gender, disability, age, religion or belief or sexual orientation.
5.3
Environmental Impact

5.3.1
There are no perceived environmental impacts arising from this report.
5.4        Legal Comment
5.4.1
The Council has the authority to specify such conditions as appear to be necessary or expedient to secure that all reasonable precautions will be taken to prevent and control the spread among animals of infectious or contagious diseases.

5.4.2
Following the principles set out in Associated Provincial Picture Houses v Wednesbury Corporation (1948) any conditions attached to a licence should not be so unreasonable that no reasonable authority could have made it.

5.4.3
Any person aggrieved by any condition attached to such a licence may appeal to the Magistrates’ Court.

5.5
Links with Corporate Priorities

5.5.1
This report has links to community protection and cohesion.

5.6 
Opportunities and Risks

5.6.1 In proposing this action the Corporate Risk Management Methodology has been complied with. This approach is not intended to eliminate risks but to identify the risks and manage them. However not all risks can be managed all of the time and some risks may not have been identified.

5.6.2 The following key risks and opportunities associated with this action have been identified and assessed and arrangements will be put in place to manage them. 

(i) The Financial risks to the Council in the event of an Appeal to the Magistrates Court.

5.7 Financial Implications

5.7.1 There are no financial implications arising from the further mandatory licensing conditions. The licensing service will continue to be delivered from within existing resources.
6.
WARD IMPLICATIONS
6.1.1 This report has implications for all wards in the Borough.
7.
BACKGROUND PAPERS
7.1.1
The Breeding of Dogs Act 1973
7.1.2 The Pet Animals Act 1951
7.1.3 The Protection of Animals (Amendment) Act 1954
7.1.4 The Animal Boarding Establishments Act 1963
7.1.5 The Breeding and sale of dogs (Welfare) Act 1999

7.1.6 The Animal Welfare Act 2006

7.1.7 Human Rights Act 1998
7.1.8 Telford & Wrekin Council’s conditions of licence for Animal Boarding Establishments.
Report prepared by, Paul Crampton, Licensing Officer, Telford & Wrekin Licensing Service - For further information please telephone 01952-383261 or email licensing@telford.gov.uk.

RECOMMENDATIONS





	That Members:





Amend the Council’s conditions of licence for animal boarding establishments for the purposes dog boarding in accordance with paragraph 5.1.6 of this report.











































