
TELFORD & WREKIN COUNCIL

CABINET – 22 MARCH 2011 
TELFORD TOWN PARK ARENA – QUEEN ELIZABETH ll FIELDS CHALLENGE 

REPORT OF THE HEAD OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
PART A) – SUMMARY REPORT

1. SUMMARY OF MAIN PROPOSALS

1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek approval for the Council to actively engage in The Fields in Trust’s national Queen Elizabeth ll Fields Challenge, and to nominate the Telford Town Park Arena (as shown in Appendix One) as the first open space within the Borough to become a Queen Elizabeth ll Field.
1.2 The Queen Elizabeth ll Fields Challenge organised by Fields in Trust (FIT) aims to safeguard nationally at least 2,012 outdoor recreational spaces for future generations in celebration of the Diamond Jubilee, linking also in with the London 2012 Olympics. The Fields in Trust (FIT) are asking Local Authorities to nominate public open spaces they would like to see protected in perpetuity.
1.3 The Lord Lieutenant of Shropshire has requested that a letter to go to all Parishes in both Telford and Wrekin and Shropshire asking if Parishes would like to suggest local open spaces they would like to nominate for the challenge. Some Parishes within the Borough have already expressed an interest and Friends of Telford Town Park are very supportive of this approach to protect the Town Park Arena for the enjoyment of the whole community in future years to come.
1.4 If successful in the designation of the Arena under the Fields in Trust’s national Queen Elizabeth ll Fields Challenge, it will be a fitting celebration to complement Telford & Wrekin in hosting the 90th Royal British Legion National Conference in May 2011.
1.5 In addition to the Town Park Arena nomination, a working group will be established to manage the process and liaise with FIT to ensure sites meet the Criteria of the Challenge once the open spaces have been agreed. The council will then need to enter in a legal agreement with FIT to protect the open space
2. RECOMMENDATIONS
It is recommended that Cabinet:
(          Approve that the Council actively engage in Queen Elizabeth ll Fields Challenge.
(       Approve the application for The Arena to be nominated as the first Queen Elizabeth ll field within the Borough and if successful, to formally adopt the name change to the Queen Elizabeth ll Telford Town Park Arena.
(          Agree that the Head of Environmental Services in consultation with the Cabinet representative for Active Lifestyles has delegated powers to        agree the other sites to be nominated to FIT. 

(         Agree that the use of the Arena for commercial events using the entire Arena is restricted to up to 9 commercial events per year. Any profit derived from such events should be re-invested to benefit the Park.
           That Delegated authority is given to the Head of Governance to seal, sign and/or enter into any agreement or documentation required to give effect to the recommendations contained in this report.

3. SUMMARY IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

	COMMUNITY IMPACT
	Do these proposals contribute to specific Priority Plan objective(s)?

	
	Yes
	· Active Lifestyles: Creating a sustainable physical environment to support active lifestyles
· Environment & Rural Area: Maintaining a Clean, Quality Environment and Public Realm and Protect and Enhance the Green Network and Promote a Sustainable Community for Local People

	
	Will the proposals impact on specific groups of people?

	
	NO
	A community resource for all to enjoy

	TARGET COMPLETION/DELIVERY DATE


	To nominate the Arena as a Queen Elizabeth ll Field in April 2011 and the other sites by August 2011. 
If successful the designation of the Arena will be early summer 2011

Other sites will form part of a rolling programme and will be completed by May 2012


	FINANCIAL/ VALUE FOR MONEY IMPACT
	Designation of The Arena as a Field in Trust should not impose any additional financial liabilities on the Authority. FIT status does not require a higher level of maintenance and therefore maintenance costs of the FIT will be contained within existing budgets. The potential to bid for funding from the organisations detailed in paragraph 4.5 will be explored as appropriate. JAC 170211

	LEGAL ISSUES
	Yes 
	The Council has power to nominate the land for the purposes described in this report. It should be noted that in terms of the proposed agreement mean that there will be a restriction imposed on the Arena. There will be requirements to change the name of it and a restriction will be registered at the Land Registry so that the Council cannot dispose of the land without consent of the Fields in Trust. Members should note the full requirements as detailed at Appendix 2

	OTHER IMPACTS, RISKS & OPPORTUNITIES
	Yes 
	This is a landmark initiative to create a permanent, tangible and relevant legacy from the two major events scheduled to occur in the UK in 2012;The Diamond Jubilee and the 2012 Olympics as well as complementing the hosting in Telford of the 90th Royal British Legion National Conference in May 2011

	IMPACT ON SPECIFIC WARDS
	No
	Borough wide


4.
PART B) – ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
4.1

The Fields in Trust (FIT) is a national organisation aiming to secure better access to outdoor space for sport, play and recreation for everyone, so part of their core work involves campaigning to strengthen the statutory protection of outdoor recreational space.
4.2
FIT will welcome a wide range of sites as candidates for nomination to the QEll Fields Challenge. This range includes gardens, children’s play areas, bicycle trails, nature reserves, sports, pitches, outdoor arena and many more. The overall aim is to create a sense of public engagement around both the Diamond Jubilee and the London 2012 Olympics by asking the nation to vote in support of nominated sites being protected through the Challenge. This is not a competitive process in that more than one nomination per Local Authority can be made.
4.3
The submissions from Local authorities will be uploaded on the FIT web site for the public to vote on. The website becomes live in April 2011 and the proposed sites stay on the web for 6 weeks for people to support the nomination, it is an ongoing process throughout 2011/2012.It will culminate in “Have a Field Day”, which is an optional nationwide mass participation community event on protected sites across the Country.
4.4
The site must be a minimum size of 0.2 hectares (0.5acres) and the legal process involved in protecting the site would be up to the individual landowner to choose options available. An example of an agreement is in Appendix Two.
4.5
Funding is available to improve the open spaces once a site has been designated as a QEll field: SITA Trust funding of £1million split between 2011 & 2012 and  Sport England People, Places, Play legacy, £10million available to protect, and improve playing fields. The British Trust for Conservation Volunteers the national conservation charity is also supporting the scheme to improve the local space through volunteering programmes.
4.6
The Arena was firmly set within the Town Park boundary as part of Central Telford Area Action Plan (CTAAP). Within CTAAP the Arena is identified within the Southwater allocation as part of ‘East Southwater’. Policy SA2  states:

“In addition to the requirements which apply across Southwater, development proposals…should: 

· Introduce more recreation and leisure activity to the arena;

· Harness potential of the area for public and recreational use to the mutual benefit of the town centre and the Town Park.”
4.8
The Council is very appreciative of the Friends of the Telford Town Park, who as a voluntary group has worked extremely hard over the years to improve, enhance and protect the Town Park. The group are very keen to protect the Arena as an accessible Open Space for all and have recently reapplied for Village Green Status (VGS) for the Arena. However, if the Queen Elizabeth ll field nomination is successful, the VGS application would be rescinded by the Group as the FIT status would offer greater opportunity for future use of the Arena and community events. Although the Group would wish to see commercial use for the whole of the Arena restricted for up to 9 events per year.
4.9
The Parishes of Stirchley and Brookside, Great Dawley, Madeley and Hollinswood and Randlay have been very supportive of the Friends of the Telford Town Park Group and their desire in protecting the Arena. In turn, these Parishes will be kept informed of progress with the Queen Elizabeth ll field nomination and future progress.

5.
PREVIOUS MINUTES
March 2006 Cabinet – Telford Town Park Strategic Framework Document.
Sept. 2010 Cabinet – Telford Town Park Boundary 
Feb 2011 Cabinet – Central Telford Area Action Plan
Report prepared by Dave Hanley, Service Delivery Manager Environment and Open Space and Becky Eade, Parks and Open Spaces Group Manager.
PAGE  
1

