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BOROUGH OF TELFORD & WREKIN

Minutes of the Meeting of the Borough of Telford & Wrekin held on Thursday 23rd June, 2011 at 6.30 p.m. at the Civic Offices, Telford.
PRESENT:


Councillors I.T.W. Fletcher, R.K. Austin, S. Bentley, K.T. Blundell, F.M. Bould, E.J. Carter, E.A. Clare, D.G. Davies, S. Davies, N.A. Dugmore, A.J. Eade, C.B.A. Elliott, A.R.H. England, N.A.M. England, V.A. Fletcher, G.M. Green, E.J. Greenaway, T.J. Hope, A.S. Jhawar, R.T. Kiernan, A. Lawrence, J. Loveridge, A.A. Mackenzie, C.N. Mason, A.D. McClements, W.A.M. McClements, A.A. Meredith, J.C. Minor, C.P.R. Mollett, L.A. Murray, R.A. Overton. F.R. Picken, G.C.W. Reynolds, S. A.W. Reynolds, H. Rhodes, K.S. Sahota, R.G. Scammell, J.M. Seymour, R.J. Sloan, C.F. Smith, M.J. Smith (Mayor), A.J. Stanton, B.J. Thompson, K.L. Tomlinson, W.L. Tomlinson, C.R. Turley, P.R. Watling and D.R.W. White. 

15.
PRAYERS

The Reverend Keith Osmund-Smith of Madeley Baptist Church led Members in prayer. 

16.
MINUTES

RESOLVED - that the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council and the Special meeting of the Council held on 26th May, 2011 be confirmed and signed by the Mayor. 

17.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors S.P. Burrell, B.H. Duce, R.C. Evans, K.R. Guy, M.B. Hosken and M.G. Ion.
18.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

19.
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a)
Mayoral Engagements
The Mayor briefly updated Members on his recent engagements. He also invited the former Mayor, Councillor I.T.W. Fletcher, to update Members on Mayoral engagements between 23rd February and 25th of May.  Councillor Fletcher drew particular attention to his attendance at the Royal British Legion conference at the Telford International Centre between 21 and 22 May.
(b)
Tribute to Peter Gibbons: Former Councillor, Council Chairman and Freeman of the Borough
The Mayor, with the support of Members, paid tribute to Peter Gibbons who passed away early in June at the age of 91. Peter had served as a councillor for 52 years and was a well respected representative of local people. A number of Members spoke warmly of Peter’s contributions to the development of Telford & Wrekin. Members mourned the sad loss of Peter who they described as both a gentleman and a friend. 
(c)
Full Council 28 July 2011
The Mayor reminded Members to note the date of the next scheduled Council meeting on Thursday 28 July 2011.
20.
LEADER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sergeant Louis Hylton MBE
Councillor K.S. Sahota, Leader of the Council, told Members that Sergeant Louis Hylton had recently been awarded an MBE for services to Policing and the community. Sergeant Hylton was a dedicated officer who understood and supported the needs of his local community. Councillor Sahota thanked Sergeant Hylton for his excellent work on behalf of the Council and the residents of the Borough.

Sergeant Hylton told Members that the nomination for such an honour had been a surprise and had left him feeling both proud and humble. It was especially pleasing that he had been nominated for the honour by his colleagues. 
21.
REPORT OF THE LEADER

Councillor K.S. Sahota, Leader of the Council, welcomed all newly elected councillors to their first Full Council meeting. He told Members that the Council faced difficult times ahead in the light of significant public spending cuts. Priorities were the protection of front line services and of the young, the vulnerable and the old. Social justice, equality and fairness would underpin the policies of the administration. A Director of Children’s Services was due to be recruited in the near future and a free swimming initiative for under 16 year olds across the Borough had recently been introduced. A meeting had been arranged, with the assistance of the MP for Telford; with the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government in order to put forward the Borough’s case regarding funding cuts and the protection of jobs. The Leader, Deputy leader and Cabinet members had taken a voluntary 10% reduction from their allowances. The authority would be working closely with partners and communities as part of the Co-operative Council agenda.  
22.
CABINET DECISIONS MADE SINCE THE LAST MEETING OF THE COUNCIL


Members received the report on the Cabinet decisions made since the last meeting of the Council on 3 March, 2011.
23.
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM CABINET

22 March, 2011, Local Transport Plan (LTP3) 2011-2026
Councillor H. Rhodes, Cabinet Member: Environment, Transport & Community Protection, presented the Local Transport Plan (LTP3) 2011-2026 which set out the long term strategy for transport in support of the Community Strategy. 
RESOLVED – That the final Local Transport Plan 3 (LTP3) be approved as part of the Council’s Policy Framework.
24.
SERVICE & FINANCIAL PLANNING REPORT – 2010/11 OUTTURN AND 2011/12 UPDATE

Councillor W.A.M. McClements, Cabinet Member: Resources & Service Delivery, presented the report (Appendix E) of the Head of Finance. The report sought Members’ approval for the Revenue outturn position together with transfers in to provisions and reserves, allocation of £0.105m from the capital invest to save fund to meet the costs of a new Transport Management system, related virements, the capital outturn position and related supplementary estimates, virements, re-phasing and slippage. The report also asked Members to note performance against income targets. He told Members that the gross Revenue budget for 2010/11 was £421m; the net budget for reporting purposes was £127m. The outturn had been positive in an extremely challenging year which had included revenue and grant cuts of £4m. Within the overall position provision had been made for the £3.1m required as part of the 2011/12 budget strategy and £3.9m had been set aside to meet one- off severance costs associated with the delivery of ongoing restructure savings, agreed as part of financial monitoring.
In response to a question on capital amounts slippage, Councillor McClements told Members that all capital proposals were currently under review. Referring to the overspend on the cost of Children in Care, Councillor W.L. Tomlinson noted that this budget had been an issue for a number of years and that he felt that central government was not providing adequate funding. The recommendations were voted upon and it was:   
RESOLVED:

a)
That the Revenue Outturn position and related virements contained in Appendix III of the report, which is subject to audit by the Council’s external auditors, be approved;
b)
That the transfers into provisions and reserves to support the use of one-offs in the 2011/12 budget strategy and £3.9m to meet one-off severance costs be approved;

c)
That the allocation of £0.105m from the capital invest to save fund to meet the costs of a new transport management system be approved;

d)
That the Capital Outturn position and related supplementary estimates, virements and re-phasing as summarised in Appendix IV of the report be approved;
e)
That performance against income targets be noted.

25.
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM BOARDS & COMMITTEES

a)
Council Constitution Committee 15 June 2011.


Changes to the Constitution to Reflect Scrutiny Arrangements

The Leader of the Council presented the report (Appendix F) of the Head of Governance which recommended that Council approve changes to the constitution to reflect current Scrutiny arrangements. Attached to the report was a summary document (Appendix 1) which highlighted the recommended changes. This summary document was circulated with the agenda and reflected constitutional changes recommended by Scrutiny Management Board on 6 June as amended by Council Constitution Committee on 15 June. Councillor D.R.W. White, Chairman of Scrutiny Management Board, told Members that the changes would provide greater flexibility for Scrutiny to work effectively and efficiently.         
Councillor I.T.W. Fletcher proposed an amendment to the proposed changes at paragraph 3.6 at page 7 of Appendix 1 which related to changes to the Scrutiny structure made by Scrutiny Management Board. 
Councillor Fletcher moved that the final sentence of that paragraph be deleted:

‘Changes will be reported back to the next Full Council meeting’
 and replaced with the words:
‘Changes will be subject to approval at the next Full Council meeting’.
The revised paragraph would thus read:

‘Subject to provision 1.1 the Scrutiny Management Board may make changes to the scrutiny structure and processes after consulting with the Scrutiny Assembly. The Scrutiny Handbook will be updated to reflect the changes. Changes will be subject to approval at the next Full Council meeting’.
The amendment was seconded by Councillor J.M. Seymour.

Following a debate the amendment was lost.

Councillor C.F. Smith, Cabinet Member: Housing, Regeneration & Economic Development, moved an amendment to the recommendation at paragraph 2 of the report. The amendment proposed adding the following words to the recommendation
‘and that Council will review the effectiveness of these changes within 2 years’.

Following a debate, the amendment received the affirmation of the meeting
 RESOLVED:

i)
That the changes to the Constitution shown at Appendix 1 be approved.

ii)
That Council review the effectiveness of these changes within 2 years.
b)
Audit Committee 22 March 2011.

Update of the Anti-Fraud & Corruption Policy
Councillor D.G. Davies, Chairman of Audit Committee, presented the report (Appendix G) of the Head of Governance which recommended adoption of the updated Corporate Anti- Fraud & Corruption Policy. 
RESOLVED - That the Updated Anti-Fraud & Corruption Policy be adopted
26.
MINUTES OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES

Council noted the resolved minutes of the Plans Board for 9 and 30 March, 13 April and 1 June, 2011, the Licensing Committee of 9 and 23 March 2011 and the Standards Committee of 10 March, 2011.
27.
QUESTIONS

The following Questions were submitted in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 10:

a)
Councillor D.R.W. White had submitted the following question:
“Can the Leader give an assurance that this Council will not be following Shropshire Council in cutting the wages and conditions of its employees?”
Councillor K.S. Sahota replied that the Council faced difficult times and would act responsibly with the full involvement of Trades Unions. There was no intention of doing what Shropshire Council had done.

In response, Councillor White asked the following question:

“Government cuts have been devastating for staff and the community. Will the Leader give an assurance that he will do all in his powers to help alleviate the problems of both the unemployed and those facing dire circumstances in the Borough?”

Councillor Sahota confirmed that he would do his utmost.

b)
Councillor D.G. Davies had submitted the following question to the Cabinet Member: Leisure & Well-Being:

“Following the Labour government initiative on funding free swimming for under-16s and the previous Telford & Wrekin Council administration's decision to discontinue this, what are now the intentions of the Council regarding this important issue for the health of local children and young people?”

Councillor A.R.H. England, Cabinet Member: Health & Well-Being, replied that he was pleased to confirm that free swimming for flex card holders under the age of 16  would be made available across the Borough. In response to a question on maximising take-up and health benefits of the scheme, Councillor England said that the free swim initiative would be well publicised. He added that  the scheme would encourage family interaction, water safety awareness and that swimming was an exercise that provide cardio-vascular health benefits.  

c)
Councillor S.A.W. Reynolds had submitted the following question to the Cabinet Member: Children, Young People & Families.
“What is the justification for a dedicated Director of Children's Services?”
Councillor P.R. Watling, Cabinet Member: Children Young People & Families, replied that the current administration had been concerned when the last Director of Service had not been replaced whilst a review of Children and Adult services was taking place. The Munro Review, commissioned by the Department of Education and published in May had recommended that all Councils have a dedicated Director of Children’s services. The post would be funded from within existing budgets. 
Councillor Reynolds, in response, asked about initiatives in the area of Children’s services. Councillor Watling advised that the Council had been one of the early adopters of the sector-led improvement programme ‘Towards Excellence for Children’. 

d)
Councillor G.C.W. Reynolds had submitted the following question to the Cabinet Member: Resources & Service Delivery.
“Was the original plan for Civic Offices at the Southwater Development in the long term financial interests of the people of the Borough?”
Councillor W.A.M. McClements, Cabinet Member: Resources & Service Delivery, replied that it was not. A new Civic office would not attract people in to Southwater. The site could be sold for alternative developments that would be more effective in attracting people in to the area and would provide a capital receipt for the Council.    

e)
Councillor A.A. Meredith had submitted the following question to the Leader of the Council
“I was pleased to hear the Leader of the Council to recently say on the radio that he would reach out to any community in the Borough that needed help. Could he confirm that I heard him correctly?”
Councillor K.S. Sahota confirmed this. Councillor Meredith responded with a question about comments that had apparently been made to him regarding investment in Newport. Councillor Sahota had no knowledge of this issue and therefore could not comment.  
f)
Councillor A.J. Eade had submitted the following question to the Leader of the Council

“Could the Leader tell me what was the lowest bid or tender received for building new Civic Offices at Southwater?”

In response, Councillor K.S. Sahota stated that the Civic Offices contract was part of a wider procurement process for developments in Southwater. The process was subject to the Public Contracts Regulations (2006) which prohibited the disclosure of confidential aspects of tenders received. Contractors had not yet been informed of a final decision as no formal decision had yet been taken by Cabinet. As a result of this the information could not be disclosed at the present time.

g)
Councillor A.J. Eade had submitted the following question to the Leader of the Council

“Could the Leader confirm that a decision has been made not to continue with the Civic Office development in Southwater?”
In response, Councillor K.S. Sahota stated that a formal decision through Cabinet was scheduled for 26 July. The current administration did not intend to build Civic Offices in Southwater but remained committed to the regeneration of Southwater. The Council’s continued and improved commitment would form part of a Cabinet report on 26 July.

28.
NOTICES OF MOTION

None received.
Mayor: ……………………..


Date:  …………………………
The meeting ended at 7.45 p.m.
Full Council 230611
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