
LICENSING COMMITTEE
Minutes of a meeting of the Licensing Committee held on Wednesday 23rd March 2011 at 10.30 am in the Reception Suite, Civic Offices, Telford
PRESENT:
J.A.Francis (Chairman for the meeting), R.G.Chaplin, R.E.Groom, Y.C.Hicks, T.J.Hope, A.A.Mackenzie, C.N.Mason, C.P.R.Mollett, H.Rhodes, C.F.Smith and A.G.P.Williams.
LC-63

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE MEETING

It was noted that due to the unavoidable absence of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman it was necessary for the election of a Chairman for the meeting. Councillor J.A.Francis was duly nominated and approved to be elected as Chairman for the meeting.
RESOLVED – that Councillor J.A.Francis be elected as Chairman for the meeting.
LC-64

MINUTES

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Committee held on the 9th March 2011 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman.

LC-65

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors R.Aveley (Chairman), R.T.Kiernan (Vice-Chairman), G.P.Hossell and A.A.Mackenzie.
LC-66

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
LC-67
HACKNEY CARRIAGE TARIFFS 

The report of the Service Delivery Manager – Public Protection was received which sought Members consideration of a request from the Telford Hackney Carriage Association for an increase in tariffs, the implementation of a surcharge for bookings made in advance to a Hackney Carriage Proprietor and the implementation of a soiling charge. The report further sought consideration of a request from the Telford Hackney Carriage Association for all meters installed in Hackney Carriages to be calendar controlled instead of being manually controlled.

The Committee was referred to the formal request of the Telford Hackney Carriage Association that was attached at Appendix A and the proposed increase in tariffs that was attached at Appendix B to the report. The Committee was informed that the current fare scale had been in place since 2005 when an increase in fares requested by the Telford Hackney Carriage Association was agreed by Members of the Licensing Committee. Members were also referred to the current tariff card as attached at Appendix C to the report The reason given by the Association for the proposed increase was the rise in the cost of living, the increase in the price of diesel and the increase in licence and testing fees.

The Telford Hackney Carriage Association had also requested that a £30 soiling charge be added to the fare card. The reasons for this particular request was that when a hackney carriage was soiled, the vehicle had to be taken out of service whilst it was being cleaned. It was mentioned to Members that this proposed soiling charge was to cover the loss of income in such circumstances. It was also confirmed following a member question that a similar charge was also levied by Private Hire Vehicle Drivers in a similar situation.
It was further confirmed to the Committee that an increased number of Hackney Carriage proprietors were lawfully acting as Private Hire Vehicles, i.e. taking advance bookings. Members were further reminded that the mileage from the taxi rank to the Pick up Point for an advanced booking was not presently covered by the fare card and Hackney Carriage Drivers were unable to charge the customer for this particular mileage.

The Committee was advised that a booking fee was, therefore, lawful provided it was approved by the Local Authority. Members were reminded that on the 30th June 2010, Members of the Licensing Committee had resolved to consult in relation to the addition of a surcharge for advanced bookings as contained with Appendix A of the report of 30th June 2010, together with an alternative proposal of a flat rate fee.

Further consultation with the Telford Hackney Carriage Association took place and as a result the Association were strongly of the opinion that the imposition of a flat rate fee would not be appropriate. It was therefore recommended that the proposed surcharge for booking in advance as previously requested by the Association (at Appendix A of the report of 30th June 2010) be formally advertised in the local press. The Telford Hackney Carriage Association’s request for a surcharge to cover a booking fee, proposed that this should be calculated in 2-mile radii taken from Telford Central Railway station and calculated at £2.00 per 2 miles, to a maximum of £14.00, with this cost being levied at all times for all pre-booked fares.

The Hackney Carriage Association had further requested that it should be mandatory that the meters installed in licensed hackney carriages should be Calendar controlled. Members were informed that at present proprietors could install either manual or calendar controlled meters in their vehicles. Where a manual meter was installed, the driver must manually change the meter from Rate 1 to Rate 2 or to Rate 3. The reason for the request for Calendar controlled meters was to prevent a driver overcharging the customer by charging, for example, Rate 2 when Rate 1 should apply.  

The Committee was informed that legislation currently made it an offence under Section 58 of the Town Police Clauses Act 1847, for a Hackney Carriage Driver to overcharge. It was confirmed that the Council did not generally receive many complaints of overcharging and in the case of a complaint being substantiated, Members were advised that there was provision within the 1847 Act to address this particular issue.

The Committee was advised that any proposed increase or change to a fare card must be advertised in a local newspaper and for a period of 28 days to elapse for objections to be received. It was pointed out that if any objections were received within the specified period, the objections must be considered prior to the new fares coming into force. It was requested that delegated authority should be given to the Principal Licensing Officer, following consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council’s Licensing Committee to consider any objections that may be received and if considered necessary, the matter would be referred to a future meeting of the Licensing Committee. Members were also referred to the Community Impact Assessment that had been circulated to Members in advance of the meeting.
Following a discussion; it was,

RESOLVED – that 

(a) a formal notice in the local press advertising the proposed increase in hackney carriage tariffs, the implementation of a surcharge for bookings made in advance and a surcharge for soiling should proceed,

(b) that delegated authority to consider any objections in respect of the proposed increase and/or implementation of the proposed surcharges be granted to the Principal Licensing Officer following consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Committee and subject to any objections received that the increase/surcharges be implemented on a date in accordance with the notice; and,

(c) that the provision that all meters within Hackney Carriages should be calendar controlled is not agreed. 
The meeting ended at 11.05 am. 
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