TELFORD & WREKIN COUNCIL
LICENSING COMMITTEE – 7TH SEPTEMBER 2011
REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES
REPORT OF HEAD OF GOVERNANCE
1.
PURPOSE
1.1  
To commence a review of the polling districts and the polling places in the two parliamentary constituencies in the Borough in accordance with the Representation of the People Act 1983 (as amended by the Electoral Administration Act 2006.)
	2.
RECOMMENDATIONS
2.1      To delegate authority to the Electoral Services Manager to commence a review of polling districts and polling places in the borough, by publishing a Notice of Start of Review and the Background Information and Returning Officer’s Proposals document attached to the report on 12 September 2011 and inviting comments thereon and to take all steps necessary to implement and facilitate the review of polling districts and polling places in the borough.



3.
SUMMARY
The amended Representation of the People Act 1983 requires the Council to conduct a review of the polling districts into which our parliamentary constituencies are divided. The Act also requires the Council to review its polling places and polling stations. This report asks the Committee to agree that the Electoral Services Manager can initiate the review.

4.
PREVIOUS MINUTES
None
5.
INFORMATION
5.1
Background
The procedure for a review of polling districts, polling places and polling stations is laid down in the Representation of the People Act.

The Act also lays down the guiding principles in a review. These include ensuring that all electors in a constituency have such reasonable facilities for voting as are practicable in the circumstances and ensuring, so far as is reasonable and practicable that every polling place is accessible to electors who are disabled. The guidelines go on to state that every parish should be in its own polling district, and that every polling place should be in its own polling district.
The Council initiates the review by publishing a Notice of Start of Review. The Council then publishes the proposals made by the Returning Officer for alterations. Comments are invited during a consultation period. At the end of this consultation, the Council considers the comments received and adopts an arrangement of polling districts and polling places for a period of four years, after which there is a further duty to review.

It is recommended that the attached Background Information and the Returning Officer’s Proposals document be the subject of the consultation. Copies of this document will be deposited at the Civic Offices, in local libraries and on the Council’s website, and copies will be sent to the political parties, to each Borough Councillor and to each parish council.

The review process has been outlined in paragraphs 5.1-2 above and in greater detail in the Background Information and the Returning Officer’s Proposal document appended to this report.

5.2
Equality and Diversity

The Act requires that, so far as is reasonable and practicable, every polling place should be accessible to electors who are disabled. The Act states that the Authority must have regard to the accessibility to disabled persons of potential polling stations. 


In the conduct of this review, the Act requires that we must seek representations from such persons as we feel have particular expertise in relation to access to premises or facilities for person who have different forms of disability. Such persons must have an opportunity to make representations and to comment on the Returning Officer’s proposals. This requirement will be dealt with by the Council’s Equalities & Diversities Officer .
5.3
Environmental Impact

There are no such implications.

5.4
Legal Comment

Section 16 of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 restated the duty of councils to keep the polling districts, polling places and polling stations under review. In particular, it requires councils to complete a review of polling arrangements at least every four years.  

The Council must comply with the review process set out in sections 18A-18E and Schedule A1 of the Representation of the People Act 1983, as amended by the 2006 Act.   

The Review of Polling District and Polling Places (Parliamentary Elections) Regulations 2006 requires that the council publishes the comments that it receives during the review.
5.5
Links with Corporate Priorities

The arrangement of polling districts, polling places and polling stations has important implications for the level of turnout in elections. In turn, participation in elections is an important measure of a strong and cohesive community.

5.6 Opportunities and Risks

The opportunities and risks associated with this decision/option/project have been identified and assessed. Arrangements will be put in place to manage the risks and maximise the opportunities that have been identified. 

5.7
Financial Implications

The only costs expected as a result of conducting this review relate mainly to advertising and copying, these are not expected to be significant and will be absorbed from within existing budgets within Electoral Services. 
6.
WARD IMPLICATIONS

Borough Wide Implications
7.
BACKGROUND PAPERS
Sections 18A-18E, Representation of the People Act (1983) (as amended by the Electoral Administration Act (2006))

The Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places (Parliamentary Elections) Regulations (2006) (SI2006/2965)
The Electoral Commission – Circular EC19/2010 – Reviews of polling districts, polling places and polling stations (30 July 2010)
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