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BOROUGH OF TELFORD & WREKIN

Minutes of the Meeting of the Borough of Telford & Wrekin held on Thursday 28th July, 2011 at 6.30 p.m. at the Civic Offices, Telford.
PRESENT:


Councillors M.J. Smith (Mayor), R.K. Austin, S. Bentley, K.T. Blundell, F.M. Bould, S.P. Burrell, E.J. Carter, E.A. Clare, D.G. Davies, S. Davies, B.H. Duce, N.A. Dugmore, A.J. Eade, C.B.A. Elliott, R.C. Evans, A.R.H. England, N.A.M. England, I.T.W. Fletcher, V.A. Fletcher, G.M. Green, E.J. Greenaway, K.R. Guy, T.J. Hope,  M.G. Ion, A.S. Jhawar, R.T. Kiernan, A. Lawrence, J. Loveridge, A.A. Mackenzie, C.N. Mason, A.D. McClements, W.A.M. McClements, A.A. Meredith, J.C. Minor, C.P.R. Mollett, L.A. Murray, R.A. Overton. F.R. Picken, G.C.W. Reynolds, S.A.W. Reynolds, K.S. Sahota, J.M. Seymour, R.J. Sloan, C.F. Smith, B.J. Thompson, W.L. Tomlinson, C.R. Turley and D.R.W. White. 

29.
PRAYERS

The Reverend Andy Smith, Ecumenical Dean of Telford, led Members in prayer. 

30.
MINUTES

RESOLVED - that the minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 23rd June, 2011 be confirmed and signed by the Mayor. 

31.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors A.J. Stanton, M.B. Hosken, H. Rhodes, R.G. Scammell, K.L. Tomlinson and P.R. Watling.
32.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

33.
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayoral Engagements
The Mayor briefly updated Members on his recent engagements. He drew particular attention to his attendance at the No Panic National Conference which had been held at the Holiday Inn, Telford. 
34.
LEADER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
Councillor K.S. Sahota, Leader of the Council, informed Members of a protest march by the English Defence League which was planned for 13 August. He told Members that the safety and security of all residents of the Borough was of paramount importance. A small working group had been set up to deal with preparations for the march. Members who had any issues or concerns over the march should raise them with Councillor S. Davies, Cabinet Member: Co-operative Council & Partnership.   
35.
DESIGNATION OF HEAD OF PAID SERVICE
Councillor K.S. Sahota, Leader of the Council, presented the report of the Head of Governance (Appendix C) which had been tabled at the meeting. The report contained recommendations from Personnel Board for approval of the appointment of Richard Partington as Interim Chief Executive and Head of Paid Service with effect from 1 August 2011. Richard Partington left the room for the discussion of this item. The report also recommended approval of the appointment of the Head of Governance as the Electoral Registration Officer. Councillor Sahota, moving the recommendation, told Members that a strong field of candidates had been interviewed. Councillor R.A. Overton, Deputy Leader, seconded the recommendation and told Members that a thorough recruitment process had been undertaken.

The report also recommended approval of the appointment of the Head of Governance as the Electoral Registration Officer and Returning Officer. Jonathan Eatough, Head of Governance, left the room whilst this item was discussed. The Council was required to designate an officer to be the Electoral Registration Officer and Returning Officer to meet statutory requirements under electoral law. This recommendation was proposed by the Leader and seconded by the Deputy Leader.

The recommendations were dealt with separately by the Mayor, a vote was taken on each recommendation, and it was:

 RESOLVED:

a)
That Richard Partington be appointed as the Interim Chief Executive and Head of Paid Service with effect from 1 August 2011
b)
That the Head of Governance be appointed as the Electoral Registration Officer and Returning Officer
Prior to discussion of the next item Richard Partington and Jonathan Eatough returned to the Council Chamber.   
36.
REPORT OF THE LEADER

Councillor K.S. Sahota, Leader of the Council, told Members that the severe public spending cuts would have a significant effect on the Council. He had recently met with the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government to lobby for a better settlement for the Borough. An effective plan for the accommodation of staff following the vacation of Civic Offices was being put in to place. Investment in roads and pavements in the Borough would be increased and debt would be reduced. Cash reserves would be used responsibly

The Co-operative Council model would involve close working with partners and an open dialogue with the community.

37.
CABINET DECISIONS MADE SINCE THE LAST MEETING OF THE COUNCIL


Members received the report on the Cabinet decisions made since the last meeting of the Council on 23 June, 2011.
38.
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM BOARDS & COMMITTEES

a)
Standards Committee 16 June 2011.


Extension of Appointments of independent Members
The meeting of the Standards Committee held on 16 June, 2011 recommended to Council the extension of the appointments of the two independent members of Standards Committee pending developments relating to the provisions of the Localism Bill. The recommendation was presented by Councillor S. Davies, Cabinet Member: Co-operative Council & Partnership.          
 RESOLVED:

That Mr. Frank Beasland and Mr. Arul Selvaratnam be appointed independent members of the Standards Committee from the expiry of their second and first terms respectively for an indefinite period, pending developments relating to the provisions of the Localism Bill.
39.
MINUTES OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES

Council noted the resolved minutes of the Plans Board for 22 June, 2011and Audit Committee for 22 March and 27 June, 2011.
40.
QUESTIONS

The following Questions were submitted in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 10:

a)
Councillor S.A.W. Reynolds had submitted the following question to the Deputy Leader of the Council.
“What financial differences are there between the new  proposals for Hadley and Oakengates and the previous administrations proposals?”
Councillor R.A. Overton, Deputy Leader with special responsibility for Borough Town Development & Policy,  replied that the Hadley scheme, over a ten year period, would show a revenue reduction of £600k. The Oakengates scheme would save £38k per year due to reduced capital spend.
Councillor Reynolds also asked about proposals for the schemes. Councillor Overton briefly outlined the current plans for each scheme.
b)
Councillor D.R.W. White had submitted the following question to the Leader of the Council.

“Are you confident that the Interim Chief Executive will deliver the new structure that will both ensure stability and lower the cost base of running the Council?”
Councillor K.S. Sahota, Leader of the Council answered yes to this question. 
41.
NOTICES OF MOTION

The following motion had been submitted by Councillor K.S. Sahota and seconded by Councillor R.A.  Overton

This Council, having moved to a schedule of monthly Cabinet meetings, agrees the following amended schedule of Full Council meetings for 2011/12 in order to ensure that the business of the Council is transacted in an efficient and effective manner.

29 September 2011

24 November 2011

19 January 2012

1 March 2012

3 May 2012

24 May 2012 (Annual Council)
Councillor Sahota proposed an alteration to the motion which was seconded by Councillor Overton. The alteration changed the proposed date for the September Council meeting from the 29th to the 15th   
The proposed schedule of meetings thus read:

15 September 2011

24 November 2011

19 January 2012

1 March 2012

3 May 2012

24 May 2012 (Annual Council)
The Mayor, with the meeting’s consent, moved to the debate on the altered motion.
Following a debate, a vote was taken and it was: 

RESOLVED – that the Motion be approved

42.
DEVELOPMENT PLAN STEERING GROUP

Councillor C.F. Smith, Cabinet Member: Housing, Regeneration & Economic Development, presented the report of the Head of Housing & Planning. The report sought approval for the establishment of a seven Member, politically balanced Development Plan Steering Group to steer preparation of the Local Development Plan and associated documents. Terms of Reference were attached to the report and marked as Appendix 1. The report sought Council approval for the terms of reference, governance arrangements and membership of the politically balanced group, as outlined in Appendix 1.

The following nominations had been received:

Labour group (4)

Councillor C.F. Smith (Chairman)

Councillor R.K. Austin

Councillor H. Rhodes

Councillor F.R. Picken

Conservative group (2)

Councillor E.J. Carter

Councillor S. Bentley

Liberal Democrat/Independent group (1)
Councillor G.G. Green

RESOLVED – That the terms of reference, governance arrangements and membership of a politically balance Development Plan Steering Group, as outlined in the appendices to the report, be agreed
Mayor: ……………………..


Date:  …………………………
The meeting ended at   7.08 p.m.
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