
CABINET

Decision Notices and Minutes of a meeting of the Cabinet held on Tuesday, 12th October, 2010 at 5.00 p.m. at the Civic Offices, Telford 

PUBLISHED ON MONDAY, 18th OCTOBER, 2010 

(DEADLINE FOR CALL-IN: THURSDAY, 21st OCTOBER, 2010) 

PRESENT:
Councillors A.J. Eade (Leader and Chairman), S. Bentley, S.P. Burrell, E. Carter, E.J. Greenaway, M.B. Hosken, S.M. Kelly, A. Lawrence and J.M. Seymour
ALSO PRESENT: Councillors R.K. Austin, G.M. Green and V. Tonks (Opposition Group Leaders) 
CB-73

MINUTES

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on 28th September, 2010 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman.

CB-74

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

None
CB-75

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None
CB-76
AUDIT COMMISSION INSPECTION OF STRATEGIC HOUSING SERVICES (Incorporating the Scrutiny Review of Housing and Homelessness)
Key Decision identified as Scrutiny Committee Reports in the Forward Plan published on 16th September 2010 
Councillor J.M. Seymour, Cabinet Member for Adult Care & Support, presented the joint report of the Heads of Community Protection, Adult Social Care (Commissioning), Planning & Sustainability and Housing Regeneration & Prosperity, which informed Members of the outcome of a recent Audit Commission inspection and the Cabinet’s response to a Scrutiny review of housing and homelessness.

Councillor D.R.W. White (lead Scrutiny member for this Review) presented the Scrutiny Review Group’s report. Because some of the initial information that Members had received was now out-of-date, the Review Group had agreed to produce a summary report (a copy of which was appended to the main report) which identified the current issues and relevant conclusions and recommendations. The complexity of the problems around housing and homelessness was recognised, as well as the important role played by a range of organisations in meeting the needs of local people. Members were very impressed with the support provided by the Maninplace project and particularly the work of Alan Olver in improving the lives of homeless people. The key issues that the Review had highlighted were:

· support and services for non-statutory homeless, particularly for the most vulnerable groups;

· housing supply and the role the Council could play in increasing the supply of affordable housing;

· some shortcomings in the “Choose Your Home” system;

· better co-ordination of existing services; and

· the impact of homelessness on young people.
For each of these issues, a number of recommendations had been made, as set out in the report. These included support for the continued funding of the KIP project, and the need for interviews of clients to be carried out in a secure and confidential space. 

The Cabinet Member for Adult Care & Support welcomed the Scrutiny Review Group’s report. Cabinet was in agreement with most of the recommendations, and the full response was appended to the main report.  It was recognised that the Scrutiny review had been on-going for some time, and a lot of the issues raised had already been addressed over the last 12 months or so. In relation to the specific issue about interview rooms being unavailable for use at Darby House, the Cabinet Member stated that she had received assurances that the rooms were not now being used for other purposes. 

In respect of the Audit Commission inspection carried out earlier in the year, the Council’s strategic housing services had been assessed as ‘fair’, with ‘promising’ prospects for improvement. There was some disappointment with this assessment, as it was felt the judgement did not accurately reflect progress made to form effective development partnerships in order to deliver new affordable housing, nor the fact that the majority of areas identified for improvement were already acknowledged as work-in-progress. The recommendations for improvement had been consolidated into a high level  improvement plan, details of which were appended to the report. As well as  areas for improvement, the Commission had highlighted some strengths and areas of good practice. 

During the ensuing discussion around the Scrutiny report, Councillor E.J. Carter, Cabinet Member for Housing, Regeneration & Prosperity, advised that the local Housing Partnership was looking at the provision of some non-traditional development builds by RSLs (eg low cost bungalows) in order to address a demand not currently being met. In respect of the Scrutiny recommendation to develop a policy that prioritised affordable housing above all other Section 106 planning obligations, there was some concern that this could lead to a shortfall in infrastructure for new developments, which the Council might be faced with providing instead.  
RESOLVED – 
(a)
that the outcome and recommendations from the Audit 
Commission inspection, as summarised at Appendix 1 of the 
report, be noted;

(b)
that the response to the Scrutiny recommendations, as set out in 
Appendix 2B of the report, be approved

(c)
that the high level housing improvement plan, as shown at 
Appendix 3 of the report, and the proposals for monitoring its 
implementation be approved. 
CB-77
UPDATING THE HOUSING STRATEGY FOR TELFORD & WREKIN – REVISED VERSION 

Key Decision identified as Housing Strategy for Telford & Wrekin in the Forward Plan published on 16th August 2010.
Councillor E.J. Carter, Cabinet Member for Housing, Regeneration & Prosperity, presented the report of the Strategic Housing Manager, which updated Cabinet on the outcome of consultation on the draft Housing Strategy, and presented an updated Strategy for approval.

The overarching Housing Strategy covered all housing tenures, and brought together a number of supporting strategies, including homelessness, Supporting People and Housing Renewal. Following approval of the draft Plan by Cabinet in May 2010, there had been a six week consultation period with a range of partners and stakeholders. More than 20 responses had been received from individuals and on behalf of organisations or groups of organisations. The main observations and comments were summarised in the report. The Strategy had been updated to reflect the comments made, and a copy was attached to the report.  
RESOLVED –  that the Housing Strategy for Telford and Wrekin, as attached to the report, be approved.
CB-78 
WREKIN SLC – FIVE A SIDE COMMUNITY FACILITY AT NEW BUCKS HEAD STADIUM
Key Decision identified as 5-a-side Pitch Development at AFC Telford United in the Forward Plan published on 16th September 2010.
Councillors S. Bentley, Cabinet Member for Active Lifestyles, Leisure & Culture, and S. Burrell, Cabinet Member for Children & Young People, presented the joint report of the Head of Customer & Leisure Services and the Head of Housing & Regeneration, which outlined proposals for new five-a-side football facilities for school and community use at the New Bucks Head Stadium in Wellington.

As funding from Sport England was no longer available, the Council had been working with AFC Telford Utd to explore alternative options to funding the 5-a-side facility. It was proposed to create stronger links between the football club and local schools within the Wrekin Sports and Learning Community (SLC), thereby maximising school and community use of existing and new facilities at the Stadium. As part of this, a four court 5-a-side centre was proposed to be sited on land adjacent to Haybridge Road, as shown on the plan appended to the report. The total cost of the project was £420k, to be funded from the sale of the house at 150 Haybridge Road and from the BTW SLC programme. In return, schools within the Wrekin SLC, plus schools from other SLCs as appropriate, would receive free use of the facility within agreed priority use times, access to existing facilities and free coaching from AFC Telford players and coaches.  A draft Principles of Community Use agreement with AFC Telford United was attached to the report. 
Officers were thanked for their work on this project, which would provide much-needed facilities for local schools and the local community.
RESOLVED – 
(a)
that authority be delegated to the Head of Property & Design to award all associated contracts for the development of a five-a-side football facility as part of the Wrekin SLC, if within the budget identified at paragraph 5.2 of the report; 
(b)
that authority be delegated to the Head of Property & Design to negotiate and agree terms for a lease in accordance with paragraph 5.3 of the report, and, if appropriate, an agreement to lease the site required for development of the five-a-side facilities to AFC Telford United Ltd, subject to the community use agreement outlined at (c) below being secured;

(c)
that authority be delegated to the Head of Leisure & Customer Services, following consultation with the Cabinet Member for Active Lifestyles, Leisure & Culture, to negotiate and agree any additional legal documentation to enable the development of the facility and to secure school and community use and benefits following negotiation with AFC Telford United; 
(d)
that authority be delegated to the Head of Governance to execute all legal agreements and take all steps necessary to give effect to the proposals outlined in the report. 
CB-79

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED - that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.

CB-80
TELFORD TOWN CENTRE
Key Decision identified as Telford Town Centre area  in the Forward Plan published on 16th September  2010.
Councillor E.J. Carter, Cabinet Member: Housing, Regeneration & Prosperity, presented the report of the Head of Property & Design which sought to update members on the Town Centre project and its continued implementation.

Following approvals given by Cabinet in January 2010 for the continuation of the Town Centre project and its funding, there had been revisions to the funding package to take account of amendments to the contribution from one of the funding partners and the amount of receipts from asset sales. The new funding package was detailed in the report, and had been aligned with a reworked scheme for the regeneration of the Southwater area of the Town Centre. The report provided updated information with regards to various elements of the Project. 
RESOLVED – 

(a)
that authority be delegated to the Head of Property & Design to negotiate a funding agreement with the Homes & Communities Agency (HCA) to facilitate the delivery of the Town Centre Project;  
(b)
that adjustments to the existing funding package, as set out in Appendix 2, Table 2 of the report, for the delivery of the revised Phase 1 programme of works be endorsed;

(c)
that the use of capital receipts from the sale of assets, as set out in Appendix 4 of the report, be endorsed;

(d)
that the inclusion within the Budget Strategy of the revenue expenditure set out in Appendix 2, Table 3 of the report, be endorsed;

(e)
that authority be delegated to the Head of Property & Design to market and dispose of assets, as identified in Appendix 4 of the report, to facilitate the continued regeneration of the Town Centre;

(f)
that authority be delegated to the Head of Governance to seal or sign any documents required to give effect to the above decisions. 
 The meeting ended at  5.29 p.m.
Signed for the purposes of the Decision Notices

Jonathan Eatough
Head of Governance
Date:  18th October  2010





Signed:  ………………………………..






Date:      …………………………………

