Appendix A
From: Terry Spooner [mailto:terry_em@hotmail.com] 
Sent: 25 November 2010 14:21
To: Howell, Samantha; Dave Wilson a2zlicensing
Subject: FW: Freedom Of Information Request: CRB Numbers and the check dates and adapted 8 seater passenger minibuses

Hi Samantha,
                    We have been requested by one of the local councils for the following information:-
 
Freedom Of Information Request 
CRB numbers and the check dates for all the licensed drivers that currently work at Ultimate Taxis.
 
I have attached a list as per our recent insurance schedule (and updated today) that reflects all the licensed drivers that work at Ultimate Taxis.  Could I request this information under the freedom of information act realising that this information isn't data protected as it doesn't ask for any specific information on the drivers other than the date they were CRB and the CRB number.
 
Adapted 8 Seater Minibus Requirements and age limits
Can I also put in a request to look into the requirement for 8 passenger seater adapted minibuses to be wheelchair accessible.  We have three of these type vehicles licensed with wheelchair access and yet the wheelchair facility is used less than 1% due to disabled persons generally using services such as dial a ride or other mobility organisations that also have wheelchair accessible vehicles and can provide a service either volunatry or at a much reduced cost to that of the private hire trade.  Can this be removed as a licensing condition as it is just a waste of money and means that their are less of these vehicles available to the public to cater for demand (8 passengers) due to drivers and operators not wanting to spend considerable monies for a vehicle to be wheelchair adapted and suitable to be able to carry 8 passengers and largely this facility being relatively unused.  Can I also put a request in for the age limits to be somewhat higher on minibuses as it used to be 5 years on cars which has moved up to 7 years (providing their were less than 5 years old when first licensed) and 6 years old on minibuses.  Surely now that cars have moved up 7 years and minibuses being used considerably less for the public, certainly thoughout the week (just schools and airports mainly), whereas cars are used 24/7 it makes more sense to move the age limits up on minibuses to at least 8 years in line with cars which are used much more.  Also minibuses are now designed to last a lot longer and due to the less mileage and wear and tear are going to last much longer and stay in better condition mechanically than that of the cars on the road 24/7.
 
This situation ove the minibuses has been discussed recently with Suzanne Fisher in our latest meeting and she has asked us to put a request in hence the email.
 
If you could deal with these matters please it would be much appreciated.
 
Many thanks for your co-operation.
 
Regards
 
Terence Spooner
Managing Director
Ultimate Taxis Limited
www.813636.com
 
 
 

