
CABINET

Decision Notices and Minutes of a meeting of the Cabinet held on Tuesday, 8th February, 2011 at 5.00 p.m. at the Civic Offices, Telford 

PUBLISHED ON MONDAY, 14th FEBRUARY, 2011 

(DEADLINE FOR CALL-IN THURSDAY, 17th FEBRUARY, 2011) 

PRESENT:
Councillors A.J. Eade (Leader and Chairman), S. Bentley, S.P. Burrell, E.J. Carter, M.B. Hosken, S.M. Kelly, A. Lawrence and J.M. Seymour
ALSO PRESENT:  Councillors R.K. Austin, G.M. Green and V.Tonks (Opposition Group Leaders)
CB-122
MINUTES

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on 25th January, 2011 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman.

CB-123
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillor E.J. Greenaway
CB-124
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None
CB-125
UK YOUTH PARLIAMENT REPORT – OUT OF SCHOOL ACTIVITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
Information item
The Chairman welcomed Becci Goodall (Telford & Wrekin Member of the UK Youth Parliament) and her Deputy, Mitch Brooks, to the meeting. 

Becci and Mitch gave a short presentation outlining the key findings of a survey they had conducted among young people aged 11-18 years to find out their views on things to do in their local area. This would contribute to the UKYP regional campaign “Protecting and Promoting Things to do for Young People”. A copy of their report was appended to the agenda. 60 young people at local schools had been interviewed, along with four key decision making adults. Details of the responses to the survey questions were included in the report, along with a number of broad conclusions that had been drawn from the results. Arising from this, the report made a number of recommendations to the Council, including:

· developing better ways of informing young people about the activities and facilities available to them;
· providing young people with clear information about any cuts to councils services that directly affect them;
· use of e-mail and social media networks to communicate with young people;
· extending the flex card scheme to cover a range of activities;
· actively involving and supporting young people to design and run their own activities;
· better promotion of youth centres to encourage greater participation.

Councillor S.P. Burrell, Cabinet Member for Children & Young People, welcomed the feedback from the UKYP representatives, and, along with all Members present, congratulated Becci and Mitch on their presentation. In terms of the recommendations, it was agreed that communication was key – there were many good facilities in the Borough, but young people needed to know about them. The Council’s programme of sports and learning communities would provide further facilities and activities, and assurances were given that young people were at the centre of the engagement process in deciding what form those facilities would take.

Councillor S. Bentley, Cabinet Member for Active Lifestyles, Leisure & Culture, referred to the Council’s Flex Card scheme for leisure activities. It was agreed that there needed to be proper advertising of the scheme, and he advised that there would be an announcement soon on changes in the flex card provision. In response to questions from Cabinet Members about the use of electronic media to engage with young people, Becci and Mitch felt that a large and diverse number of young people were signed up to social networking sites such as Facebook and Twitter, and so these were a good way for the Council to communicate information. 

The Leader thanked Becci and Mitch for their attendance, and advised that the recommendations in their report would be taken on board by the Council.  
CB-126
PLANNING OF SCHOOL PLACES: WILLIAM REYNOLDS INFANT & JUNIOR SCHOOLS; MADELEY INFANT AND JOHN FLETCHER JUNIOR SCHOOLS; DAWLEY CE PRIMARY – PROPOSED CHANGE OF CATEGORY FROM VOLUNTARY AIDED TO FOUNDATION (TRUST) SCHOOL
Key decision identified as School Organisation/Capital Financing/Borough Towns Initiative/Building Schools for the Future in the Forward Plan published on 17th January 2011.
Councillor S.P. Burrell, Cabinet Member for Children & Young People, presented the report of the Head of Family & Community Services, which sought approval to consult stakeholders on the possibility of school mergers to establish two new primary schools, as well as providing information on a proposed change of status for Dawley CE Primary School. 

In the case of both William Reynolds Infant and Madeley Infant Schools, the respective headteachers had both submitted formal resignations with effect from the end of the summer term 2011. It was therefore intended to apply the Council’s policy on infant and junior school provision to these schools (along with their linked junior schools) to consider the options available following consultation with all stakeholders. In relation to Dawley CE Primary School, the Council had been informed by the Governing Body that they intended to consult on a change of category from voluntary aided to Foundation (Trust). The Diocese of Lichfield Board of Education were the Trustees of the School and would continue to be so should the change of category go ahead following consultation. The report also detailed the requirements of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 in relation to changes to school organisation, and the processes that needed to be followed. A further report on the outcomes of the consultation would be brought to Cabinet on 19th April 2011.

RESOLVED – 
(a)
that the Head of Family & Community Services be authorised to 
engage in formal consultation with key partners and stakeholders 
regarding the possible merger of William Reynolds Infant and
Junior Schools, and of Madeley Infant and John Fletcher Junior 
Schools;
(b)
that, in the event, following consultation, of a change of category 
of Dawley CE Primary School from Voluntary Aided to 
Foundation (Trust) status, the 
Head of Property & ICT be 
authorised, following consultation with the Cabinet Member for 
Children & Young People, to negotiate the terms of the transfer of 
land to the Governing Body of the School, and the Head of 
Governance be authorised to execute all necessary 
arrangements and documentation relating thereto.
CB- 127
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED - that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.
CB-128
PROVISION OF AN INTEGRATED COMMUNITY ALARM & 
TELECARE SERVICE
Key Decision identified as Integrated Community Alarm & Telecare Service in the Forward Plan published on 17th January 2011.
Councillor J.M. Seymour, Cabinet Member for Adult Care & Support, presented the report of the Head of Care & Support, which provided details on a forthcoming tender process for the installation and monitoring of community alarms and telecare. 

As part of the current redesign of adult social care, effective use of telecare was essential to achieving service efficiencies as well as increasing the choice and control for clients to determine how their care needs were met. Telecare and community alarm systems were key elements of an effective preventative service and could enable people to retain their independence and remain in their own homes longer. The report outlined the current contractual arrangements for provision and monitoring of community alarms, and set out a number of proposed changes in the way the service was to be provided. This included looking at the feasibility of utilising the monitoring service to safeguard lone workers and operate an out-of-hours call service for the Council. 
RESOLVED – 
(a)
 that the award of tender for the provision of an integrated 
community alarm and telecare service, following a competitive 
tendering process, be endorsed;

(b)
that a five year contract (with the option to extend for a further five 
years subject to satisfactory performance) be awarded to the 
preferred provider(s) in accordance with the Council’s 
Constitution, and that appropriate contractual documentation be 
entered into, subject to the terms and conditions recommended 
by the Head of Governance;

(c)
that the Corporate Director/Head of Care & Support, following 
consultation with the Cabinet Member for Care & Support, be 
authorised to enter into a contractual agreement; 

(d)
that the Head of Governance be authorised to affix the Common 
Seal of the Council to the resulting contractual documentation as, 
in his opinion, is appropriate under Part 4 of the Constitution. 

CB-129
WOODSIDE REGENERATION – NORTH WOODSIDE (PHASE 

1) TENDERS AND SITE DISPOSAL ARRANGEMENTS

Key Decision identified as Woodside Regeneration in the Forward Plan published on 17th January 2011.

Councillor E.J. Carter, Cabinet Member for Housing, Regeneration & Prosperity, presented the report of the Strategic Housing & Development Plans Manager, which outlined the proposed arrangements for taking forward the next stage of the regeneration of the Woodside area.

The North Woodside (Phase 1) scheme comprised property acquisition and demolition, new build housing, the refurbishment of a derelict listed building and a range of environmental improvement works. The Local Centre scheme included the construction of two new shops and new residential units. Cabinet, at its meeting on 10 August 2010, had previously agreed the principle of disposal of small development sites on the estate to Wrekin Housing Trust to enable affordable housing schemes to be brought forward. This report set out the proposed disposal arrangements, along with associated financial and compensation arrangements that were required in order to facilitate the delivery of the schemes. Further information was also provided on the situation regarding Rough Park House, a privately owned derelict Grade II listed building, and the options open to the Council for bringing it back into use.
Members welcomed the progress being made on these Schemes, which demonstrated the commitment of the Council to the regeneration of deprived areas in South Telford.

RESOLVED -
(a)
that the award of the contract for the environmental improvement 
scheme in Woodrows and Wildwood to Birse Civils be endorsed, 
subject to the comments referred to in paragraph 4.17 of the 
report;
(b)
that, in approving the recommendations in the report, the Council 
exercises its discretionary powers under Section 2 of the Local 
Government Act 2000 (promotion of wellbeing);

(c)
that the use of £1m within the existing capital programme to fund 
the affordable housing elements of the Woodside Local Centre, as 
identified in the report, be approved, and that the Strategic 
Housing Manager be authorised to negotiate and enter into any 
agreements or documents necessary to give effect to these 
funding arrangements;

(d)
that the agreement of compensation and underwriting 
arrangements to Wrekin Housing Trust, in the event that the site 
disposals referred to in the report do not take place, be approved;
(e)
that the underwriting of the costs incurred by Wrekin Housing 
Trust (WHT) in applying for planning consent on the Woodside 
Local Centre site, as detailed in paragraph 4.15 of the report, be 
approved, in the event that disposal of that site to WHT does not 
take place;

(f)
that the capital receipt of £230k anticipated from the sale of the 
Woodside Local Centre be foregone, and the capital spending on 
the scheme be reduced accordingly;

(g)
that the position on Rough Park House, as outlined in the report, 
be noted.
The meeting ended at 5.39 p.m.
Signed for the purposes of the Decision Notices

Jonathan Eatough
Head of Governance
Date:  14 February 2011





Signed:  ………………………………..






Date:      …………………………………

