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Introduction to the Local Plan

Note on Draft Plan Consultation

This version of the Local Plan has been prepared in accordance
with Regulation 18 of the Town and Country Planning (Local
Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. Following this Draft Plan
consultation the document may be subject to further amendments
before it is taken forward to the Publication stage (Regulation 19)
prior to final submission to the Planning Inspectorate in line with
the Councils Local Development Scheme(1).

If you need copies of any of the draft Local Plan documents
in large print, braille or in another language, please contact
us on 01952 384241 or email localplan@telford.gov.uk

About this document

1.1 The purpose of the Local Plan is to explain what type of place
the borough of Telford andWrekin is today, the type of place we aspire
to be in the future and to provide a planning framework to enable and
manage change and development up to 2040.

1.2 The council adopted the existing Telford andWrekin Local Plan
(Local Plan) in 2018. As part of ensuring the Local Plan remains
up-to-date the council is required to review plans five years after
adoption. This document is the draft Local Plan for the borough for
the period 2020 to 2040.

1.3 Central to the Local Plan is the protection and enhancement
of the borough’s green spaces and effectively and successfully
balancing this with the growth the borough needs to deliver new
homes, jobs and infrastructure to support our neighbourhoods
and communities flourish. Telford is characterised by the extent of
its areas of publicly accessible green space including Local Nature
Reserves (LNR), Wildlife sites, green guarantee sites and its 2,500
hectares of ‘green network’. The Local Plan reinforces the protection
of existing public green space as well as creating new ecologically
valuable and accessible areas that can positively contribute towards
tackling climate change, improving people’s health and wellbeing and
most importantly protect the boroughs role as a Forest Community
for generations to come.

1.4 The Telford andWrekin draft Local Plan addresses: the council’s
vision and priorities in planning for the future, addressing changes in
national planning policy and changing local circumstances including
demography and wider structural changes in the economy.

1 www.telford.gov.uk/lds
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How to use this document

1.5 It is important that in all planning decisions the Local Plan is
read and applied as a whole. The Local Plan includes policies that
are used in the determination of planning applications in the borough
these include:

Strategic policies – these provide a high level framework for
the Local Plan and reflect the key borough wide priorities that
the plan will help address.
Development management policies – these are more detail
policies that provide more detail on specific planning issues such
as the provision of electric vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure
in new developments.

1.6 The Local Plan has nine policy themes linked to the priorities
of the plan these include:

Green and natural environment
Economy and centres
Housing
Climate change
Development design
Sustainable travel and transport networks
Community infrastructure, culture and open space
Historic environment
Minerals and land

1.7 The policies in this document are organised as set out in Figure
1 below.

Figure 1: Policy Structure

Plan preparation

1.8 The Telford and Wrekin draft Local Plan has been prepared in
accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework (2021) (the
NPPF) and the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England)
Regulations (2012) which set out the requirements for producing a
Local Plan. The timetable and stages for preparing the Local Plan are
set out in the council’s local development scheme(2) and details of
consultation commitments are contained in the statement of community
involvement(3). Both documents are available on the Telford &Wrekin
Council website.

2 www.telford.gov.uk/lds
3 www.telford.gov.uk/sci
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Duty to cooperate

1.9 The Localism Act (2011) and the NPPF require local authorities
to fulfil a duty to cooperate on planning issues, to address issues that
have cross border implications with neighbouring authorities and key
statutory agencies and ensure, where possible, that policy approaches
are consistent. The council has engaged with neighbouring authorities
and key agencies on specific matters relating to strategic planning
and will continue to do so in the preparation and monitoring of the
Local Plan. This includes flood risk, the provision of strategic
infrastructure, the supply and distribution of housing and meeting
employment needs.

Integrated impact appraisal

1.10 An integrated impact appraisal (IIA) is a systematic process
that must be carried out during the preparation of the Local Plan to
accord with legislation. Its role is to promote sustainable development
by assessing the extent to which the emerging plan, when judged
against reasonable alternatives, will help to achieve relevant
environmental, economic and social objectives.

1.11 The IIA comprises a Sustainability Appraisal, Habitat
Regulations Assessment, Health Impact Assessment and an Equalities
Impact Assessment. The IIA has been prepared in accordance with
the requirements for Sustainability Appraisals and Habitat Regulations
as set out in legislation and policy.

Policies map

1.12 The Council is required(4) to prepare a Policies Map to show
the location of policy designations (conservation areas, protected
sites, employment zones etc.) and site allocations (housing and
employment sites) which will come forward during the plan period.

1.13 This version of the Local Plan is accompanied by:

A printable version of the Draft Policies Map
An interactive version of the Draft Policies Map available on the
Council's Local Plan.
This online mapping tool allows users to search or select an area
e.g. by postcode or Parish on the map and see whether any Local
Plan designations and allocations apply.

Policy context

1.14 The Local Plan will, in combination with existing, adopted
neighbourhood development plans and any further plans duly made
up to 2040, forms the development plan for the borough of Telford
and Wrekin.

1.15 The Local Plan will be supported by the Council’s existing suite
of Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) and any new SPDs,
or guidance documents, which will be prepared to provide additional
detail on particular sites or issues relating to Local Plan policies.

4 Regulation 22 (1) (b) of The Town & Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations (2012)
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1.16 Local Plan policies and allocations have also been informed
by the council’s requirements to maintain a register(5) of brownfield
land which is suitable for residential development and a register(6) of
people who are interested in self-build or custom-build projects in the
borough.

1.17 Figure 2 sets out how the Local Plan will fit into the policy
framework. A summary of each document is set out in the Local
Development Scheme and all are available on the council’s website.

Figure 2: Policy Framework

Neighbourhood planning

1.18 The Localism Act (2011) supports local communities to shape
the future development of their neighbourhoods through a legal
process of 'neighbourhood planning'. This allows local communities
to produce neighbourhood development plans, neighbourhood
development orders and community right to build orders.

1.19 Once a neighbourhood development plan has been made it
becomes a part of the development plan for Telford andWrekin. Plans
contain locally distinctive policies for the neighbourhood plan area
that decision makers must take into account when determining
planning decisions for that area. Further information on neighbourhood
plans is available on the Council’s website(7).

5 Town and Country Planning (Brownfield Land Register) Regulations 2017
6 Self-build and Custom Housebuilding Act 2015 (as amended by the Housing and Planning Act 2016)
7 www.telford.gov.uk/neighbourhooddevelopmentplans
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Figure 3: Neighbourhood Plans
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